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Turning Thanksgiving 
 into “Thanks-living” 
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1 Chron 16:34 Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!  
For His mercy endures forever. 
 
1 Cor 4:7 And what do you have that you did not receive? 
Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you 
had not received it? 
 
2 Cor 2:14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in 
triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His 
knowledge in every place. 
 
2 Cor 9:15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 
	  

Eph 5:20 giving thanks always for all things to God the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
1 Thess 5:18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you. 
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Ps 107:22 Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of 
thanksgiving, and declare His works with rejoicing. 

John Milton:  
 

“He that is ungrateful 
has no guilt but one, 
for all other crimes 
may pass for virtues 
with that man.” 
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Turning thanksgiving into “thanks-living” 
requires making a number of sacrifices 

 
1 Peter 2:5 you also, as living stones, are being 
built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer 
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 

1. The sacrifice of your person 
 
Rom 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service. 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God. 
 
1 Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, 
and you are not your own? 
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Mt 16:24-25 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone 
desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow Me. 25For whoever desires to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find 
it. 
 
Gal 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself for me. 

Ps 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken 
and a contrite heart – these, O God, You will not despise. 

“There have been men with 
greater brains, greater 
opportunities than I, but from 
the day I had a vision of 
what God could do with poor 
ole London, I made up my 
mind that God would have 
all there is of William Booth.” 
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But drops of grief can ne'er repay,  
the debt of love I owe.  

Here, Lord, I give myself away.  
Tis all that I can do. 

2. The sacrifice of your praise 
  
Heb 13:15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving 
thanks to His name.  
 
Ps 69:30-31 I will praise the name of God with a song, and will 
magnify Him with thanksgiving. 31This also shall please the 
Lord better than an ox or bull, which has horns and hooves. 
 

Ps 119:108 Accept, I pray, the freewill offerings of my mouth, 
O Lord, and teach me Your judgments. 
 
Jer 33:11 … who will bring the sacrifice of praise into the 
house of the Lord. 
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3. The sacrifice of your prayer 
  
Ps 141:2-3 Let my prayer be set before You as incense, the 
lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 3Set a guard, 
O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my 
lips.  
 
Phil 4:6 … in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;  

4. The sacrifice of your possessions 
  
Heb 13:16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for 
with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
 
Is 66:1-2 Thus says the Lord: “Heaven is My throne, and 
earth is My footstool.  Where is the house that you will build 
Me?  And where is the place of My rest? 2For all those 
things My hand has made, and all those things exist,” says 
the Lord. “But on this one will I look: on him who is poor and 
of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at My word. 
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2 Cor 9:7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, 
not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 
  
Mal 1:8 And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, is it not 
evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? 
Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with 
you? Would he accept you favorably?” Says the Lord of 
hosts. 
	  	  


