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Acts, part 56:
“Through much tribulation”

Acts 14:19-28 Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came
there; and having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned
Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be
dead. 20However, when the disciples gathered around him,
he rose up and went into the city. And the next day he
departed with Barnabas to Derbe. 21And when they had
preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples,
they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch,
22strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to
continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through many
tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”
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23So

when they had appointed elders in every church, and
prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in
whom they had believed. 24And after they had passed
through Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia. 25Now when they
had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.
26From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been
commended to the grace of God for the work which they had
completed. 27Now when they had come and gathered the
church together, they reported all that God had done with
them, and that He had opened the door of faith to the
Gentiles. 28So they stayed there a long time with the
disciples.

1. Persecution
Acts 14:19-28 Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came
there; and having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul
and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.
20However, when the disciples gathered around him, he rose
up and went into the city. And the next day he departed with
Barnabas to Derbe.
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2 Cor 11:23-27 … in labors more abundant, in stripes above
measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often.
24From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus
one. 25Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was
stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I
have been in the deep; 26in journeys often, in perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen,
in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false
brethren; 27in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness

2. Preaching
Acts 14:21-22a And when they had preached the gospel to
that city and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra,
Iconium, and Antioch, 22strengthening the souls of the
disciples,
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Mt 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all
things that I have commanded you;
2 Tim 2:15 Study to show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.
1 Cor 1:21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world
through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through
the foolishness of the message preached to save those who
believe.

3. Perseverance
Acts 14:22b exhorting them to continue in the faith, and
saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the
kingdom of God.”
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Jn 16:33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you
may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”
Eph 6:10-12 be strong in the Lord and in the power of His
might. 11Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places.

2 Tim 2:3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ.
2 Tim 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will suffer persecution.
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1. Because such is the opposition of
the world to pure religion that it
cannot be avoided. Of this they had
had striking demonstration in Lystra
and Iconium.
2. It is necessary to reclaim us from
wandering, and to keep us in the path
of duty,

Albert Barnes

19th century
Presbyterian theologian

3. It is necessary to wean us from the
world; to keep before our minds the
great truth that we have here “no
continuing city and no abiding place.”
Trial here makes us pant for a world
of rest. The opposition of sinners
makes us desire that world where “the
wicked shall cease from troubling,”
and where there shall be eternal
friendship and peace.

Albert Barnes

19th century
Presbyterian theologian
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4. When we are persecuted and
afflicted, we may remember that it
has been the lot of Christians from
the beginning. We tread a path that
has been watered by the tears of the
saints, and rendered sacred by the
shedding of the best blood on the
earth. The Savior trod that path; and
it is enough that the “disciple be as
his master, and the servant as his
lord,” (Mt 10:24-25)

Albert Barnes

19th century
Presbyterian theologian

Heb 11:33-38 who … stopped the mouths of lions, 34quenched
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to
flight the armies of the aliens. 35Women received their dead
raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 36Still
others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains
and imprisonment. 37They were stoned, they were sawn in two,
were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about
in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented
– 38of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts
and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.
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4. Preparation
Acts 14:23a So when they had appointed elders in every
church,

1 Thess 5:12, 1 Tim 5:17, Titus 1:5, Heb 13:17,
Js 5:4, 1 Pet 5:1-3

5. Prayer
Acts 14:23b and prayed with fasting, they commended them
to the Lord in whom they had believed.
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Mt 9:37-38 “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are
few. 38Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into His harvest.”
Rom 12:12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation,
continuing steadfastly in prayer;
Eph 6:18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance
and supplication for all the saints

6. Praise
Acts 14:26-27 From there they sailed to Antioch, where
they had been commended to the grace of God for the
work which they had completed. 27Now when they had
come and gathered the church together, they reported all
that God had done with them, and that He had opened the
door of faith to the Gentiles.
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“Some may have boasted of all they had
done, of the churches they had planted,
the number of converts they had made,
and the miracles they had performed, but
not Paul and Barnabas. They kept all
their accomplishments in the proper
perspective, noting that God had done all
those things through them and that He
had opened a door of faith to the
Gentiles. They saw themselves as
instruments through whom God had
accomplished His purposes; and all the
glory went to Him. That is an essential
perspective for a servant of the Lord.”

Ps 107:15 Oh, that men would give thanks
to the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men!
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Js 1:2-4 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into
various trials, 3knowing that the testing of your faith
produces patience. 4But let patience have its perfect work,
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.
1 Pet 5:10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to
His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a
while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.
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