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ACTS 29:

the next chapter

Keeping a handle on our humanity
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“Pride is your greatest enemy, humility is
your greatest friend
friend..” John R.W. Stott

Jonathan Edwards, 1737:
“We must view humility as one of
the most essential things that
characterizes true Christianity
Christianity..
The first and worst cause of
errors that abound in our day and
age is spiritual pride
pride.. This is the
main door by which the devil
comes into the hearts of those
who are zealous for the
advancement of Christ
Christ.. It is the
chief inlet of smoke from the
bottomless pit to darken the mind
and mislead the judgment
judgment..
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Pride is the main handle by
which he has hold of Christian
persons and the chief source of
all the mischief that he
introduces to clog and hinder a
work of God
God.. Spiritual pride is
the main spring or at least the
main support of all other
errors.. Until this disease is
errors
cured, medicines are applied in
vain to heal all other diseases
diseases..”

“Pride
is
spiritual
cancer:: it eats up the
cancer
very possibility of love,
or contentment, or even
common sense
sense..”
C.S. Lewis
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Acts 14
14::11
11--15 Now when the people saw what Paul had done,
they raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian language,
“The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!”
12And Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because
he was the chief speaker
speaker.. 13Then the priest of Zeus, whose
temple was in front of their city, brought oxen and garlands to
the gates, intending to sacrifice with the multitudes
multitudes.. 14But
when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard this, they tore
their clothes and ran in among the multitude, crying out 15and
saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are
men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you
should turn from these useless things to the living God, who
made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in
them,

What does it mean to be humble?
“Humility is not groveling in front of others or
thinking poorly of yourself while thinking others
are better
better.. Humility is being free from pride and
arrogance and accepting that, in your flesh, you
are inadequate, while understanding who you are
in Christ
Christ..”
Doug Britton, Marriage and Family Therapist, President of
LifeTree Institute, Citrus Heights, CA
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Colin Brown, The New International Dictionary of
New Testament Theology
Theology::
The Greek word Jesus and the apostles used
when speaking of humility is the word, tapeinos
tapeinos,,
which conveys the idea of having a right view of
ourselves before God and others
others..

If we are humble, we will:
1. We will see God for who he is
Is 6:1 I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up,
and the train of His robe filled the temple
temple.. … “Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord of hosts
hosts;; the whole earth is full of His glory!”
Hab 1:13 You are of purer eyes than to behold evil
evil,, and
cannot look on wickedness
wickedness..
Ps 72
72::19 And blessed be His glorious name forever
forever!! And let
the whole earth be filled with His glory
glory..
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Humility is grounded in the character of God:
Ps 113
113::4-9 The Lord is high above all nations
nations,, His glory
above the heavens
heavens.. 5Who is like the Lord our God
God,, Who
6
dwells on high
high,, Who humbles Himself to behold the things
that are in the heavens and in the earth
earth?
? 7He raises the
poor out of the dust
dust,, and lifts the needy out of the ash heap,
138::6 Though the Lord is on high
138
high,, yet He regards the lowly
lowly;;

Jesus humbled Himself:
Mt 11
11::29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I
am gentle and lowly in heart,
Phil 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus, 6who, being in the form of God, did not consider it
robbery to be equal with God, 7but made Himself of no
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in
the likeness of men
men.. 8And being found in appearance as a
man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of the cross
cross..
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2. We will see ourselves for who we are
Gen 18
18::27 Then Abraham answered and said, “Indeed now,
I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to
speak to the Lord
Lord::
Ps 103
103::14 For He knows our frame
frame;; He remembers that we
are dust
dust..
Ps 78
78::39 For He remembered that they were but flesh
flesh,, a
breath that passes away and does not come again
again..
1 Cor 1:29 that no flesh should glory in His presence
presence..

“The desire to lift up and
exalt ourselves beyond
our place as God’s
creature lies at the heart
of pride
pride..” Thomas A. Tarrants
Tarrants,,
III, Vice President of Ministry, C.S.
Lewis Institute
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C.S. Lewis
Lewis:: “[T]here is no fault [pride] which
makes a man more unpopular and no fault
which we are more unconscious of in
ourselves.. And the more we have it in
ourselves
ourselves, the more we dislike it in others
others..”

“There can be no surer proof of a confirmed
pride than a belief that one is sufficiently
humble..” Also, “if you want to find out how
humble
proud you are the easiest way is to ask your
self, ‘How much do I dislike it when other
people snub me, or refuse to take any notice
of me, or shove their oar in, or patronise me,
or show off?” William Law, A Serious Call to a Devout
and Holy Life
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3. We will see to it that others see us for
who we are

4. We will see others for who they are
Acts 14
14::19
19--20 Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came
there;; and having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned
there
Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be
dead.. 20However, when the disciples gathered around him,
dead
he rose up and went into the city
city.. And the next day he
departed with Barnabas to Derbe
Derbe..
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Is 6:5 So I said
said:: “Woe is me, for I am
undone!! Because I am a man of unclean lips
undone
lips,,
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips
lips;;
for my eyes have seen the King
King,, the Lord of
hosts..”
hosts

Ps 147
147::6 The Lord lifts up the humble
humble;; He casts the wicked
down to the ground
ground..
Prov 11
11::2 When pride comes, then comes shame
shame;; but with
the humble is wisdom
wisdom..
Prov 16
16::18 Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty
spirit before a fall
fall..
Prov 29
29::23 A man’s pride will bring him low
low,, but the humble
in spirit will retain honor
honor..
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Is 57
57::15 For thus says the High and Lofty One Who
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy
Holy:: “I dwell in the high
and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the
heart of the contrite ones
ones..
Rom 12
12::16 Do not set your mind on high things, but
associate with the humble
humble.. Do not be wise in your own
opinion..
opinion
1 Pet 5:5 and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the
proud, but gives grace to the humble
humble..”

Mt 5:5,8 Blessed are the meek
meek,, for they shall
inherit the earth
earth.. Blessed are the pure in heart
heart,, for
they shall see God
God..
1 Pet 5:6 Therefore humble yourselves under the
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due
time, 7casting all your care upon Him, for He cares
for you
you..
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