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Quit or “Quit”
“Quit”?
?
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“A man must have a battle to fight, a great mission
to his life that involves and yet transcends even
home and family
family.. He must have a cause to which
he is devoted even unto death, for this is written
into the fabric of his being
being.. That is why God created
you–
you
–to be his intimate ally, to join him in the Great
Battle..” John Eldredge
Battle
Eldredge,, Wild at Heart

“I find it ironic today, that while
audiences long for reality in their
media that is filled with aggressive
and violent behavior, their own lives
are becoming less real and more
complacent.. … Men are warriors at
complacent
heart, but men in the 21
21st
st century
have been tamed and reduced to
mere spectators
spectators.. It is time for us to
join the King of kings and Lord of
lords in this Great Battle that
requires our complete devotion
devotion..”
Mark Hamby, Lamplighter Ministry
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Acts 13
13::13 Now when Paul and his party set sail
from Paphos
Paphos,, they came to Perga in Pamphylia
Pamphylia;;
and John, departing from them, returned to
Jerusalem..
Jerusalem

“departing” (apochoreo
“departing”
apochoreo)) appears 3 times in
the N.T.
Mt 7:23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you
you;;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’
Lk 9:39 And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly
cries out
out;; it convulses him so that he foams at the mouth
mouth;;
and it departs from him with great difficulty, bruising him
him..
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Paul was no stranger to quitters:
Col 4:9-10 Be diligent to come to me quickly
quickly;; 10for Demas
has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has
departed for Thessalonica
2 Tim 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of
our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the
sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God
God,,
16-17 The Lord grant mercy to the household of
16Onesiphorus,, for he often refreshed me, and was not
Onesiphorus
ashamed of my chain
chain;; 17but when he arrived in Rome, he
sought me out very zealously and found me
me..

“Difficult people
people.. They are one of the problems in the Lord’s
work;; people who seem enthusiastic and dependable, but
work
who let you down just when they are needed most
most.. People
who volunteer in a burst of zeal but, as soon as the
pressure of other things is felt, abandon their commitment
commitment..
The story of missions and of the Lord’s work is lettered with
stories of such people – people who say, ‘I’ll go’ or ‘I’ll help’
or ‘Count on me,’ and who back down after just a little
while..” John Phillips
while
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John Mark’s “quitter” spirit, not only hurt his
spiritual growth, but it also caused division
between Paul and Barnabas
Acts 15
15::37
37--40 Now Barnabas was determined to take with
them John called Mark
Mark.. 38But Paul insisted that they should
not take with them the one who had departed from them in
Pamphylia,, and had not gone with them to the work
Pamphylia
work.. 39Then
the contention became so sharp that they parted from one
another.. And so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus
another
Cyprus;;
40but Paul chose Silas and departed, being commended by
the brethren to the grace of God
God..

Thankfully, John Mark seems to have been able to
overcome his “quitter” spirit and not only redeemed
himself, but restored his relationship with Paul
Col 4:10
10--11 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark
the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions
instructions:: if
11
he comes to you, welcome him), and Jesus who is called
Justus.. … they have proved to be a comfort to me
Justus
me..
2 Tim 4:11 Only Luke is with me
me.. Get Mark and bring him with
you, for he is useful to me for ministry
ministry..
Phm 1:23
23--24 Epaphras
Epaphras,, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus,
24
greets you, as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow
laborers..
laborers
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Paul had much more to say about “quitting”:
1 Cor 16
16::13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like
men, be strong
strong..
1 Sam 4:9 “quit yourselves like men, and fight
fight..”
Today, quit means “to stop” or “to give up
up,”
,” but it can also
mean “to conduct oneself in a specified way
way..”
The Greek word translated “quit” is andrizomai and appears
only here in the N.T. and 25 times in the O.T.

In Joshua 1:6-7,9,18
18,, andrizomai is translated
translated::
Be strong and of good courage
courage.. . . . Only be strong and
very courageous
courageous.. . . . Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and of good courage . . . be strong and of good
courage..”
courage
Bible scholars and Bible translations translate it as “play the
man,” “be courageous,” or “act like men
men..”
Mark Hamby defines it as
as:: “To ‘quit ye like men’ implies the
gathering of moral conviction with the exercise of manly
valor..”
valor
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“Paul means a man is
not a coward, or timid,
or alarmed at enemies,
but [is] to be bold and
brave..”
brave
Albert Barnes
19th century
Presbyterian theologian

Matthew Poole
17th

“. . . you are as soldiers fighting
against the world, the flesh, and
the devil
devil;; do not behave
yourselves like children, whom
the least opposition will terrify
and throw down
down;; but like men,
with a spiritual courage and
fortitude, becoming such who
have so good a Captain [Heb
2:10
10],
], and so good a cause
cause..”

Century theologian
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Jn 19
19::5 Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns
and the purple robe
robe.. And Pilate said to them, “Behold the
Man!””
Man!
1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God and one Mediator between
God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,
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1 Cor 16:13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit
you like men, be strong.

1. Stand watch over the truth
2. Stand fast in the faith
3. Stand as God’s man for your family
4. Stand up in defense of liberty
5. Stand strong as a man
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Established in 1975
1975,, Kaibiles
Kaibiles,, Guatemala’s
fearless counter revolutionary commando forces
have a motto that we could learn from
from.. It says
says::
“If I advance, follow me
me.. If I stop, urge me on
on.. If I
retreat, kill me
me..”

“The world has not yet
seen what God can do
through one man wholly
committed unto Christ
Christ..”
D.L. Moody
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