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ACTS 29:

the next chapter

Phil 3:18
18--19 For many walk, of
whom I have told you often, and
now tell you even weeping, that
they are the enemies of the cross
of Christ
Christ:: 19whose end is
destruction, whose god is their
belly, and whose glory is in their
shame—
shame
—who set their mind on
earthly things
things..
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Acts 13
13::6-12 Now when they had gone through the island
to Paphos
Paphos,, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet,
a Jew whose name was Bar
Bar--Jesus, 7who was with the
proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man
man.. This man
called for Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word
of God
God.. 8But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is
translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul
away from the faith
faith..
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9Then

Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit,
looked intently at him 10and said, “O full of all deceit and all
fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness,
will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord?
11And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and
you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time
time..” And
immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around
seeking someone to lead him by the hand
hand.. 12Then the
proconsul believed, when he saw what had been done, being
astonished at the teaching of the Lord
Lord..
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1. Error
Acts 13
13::6 a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose
name was Bar
Bar--Jesus
1 Jn 4:6 By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error
error..
2 Pet 3:17 … beware lest you also fall from your own
steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked
wicked;;
Jude 1:11 Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain,
have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished
in the rebellion of Korah
Korah..
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Bar--Jesus = “son of salvation”
Bar
Elymas = “enlightened one”

“It was no accident that this man
had attached himself to the
Roman proconsul
proconsul.. The kingdom
of darkness is eager to
influence those who rule
rule.. Much
of evil in this world can be
traced ultimately to such baleful
influence by ‘the spiritual forces
of wickedness in the heavenly
places..’” John MacArthur
places
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2. Enemies
Acts 13
13::8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is
translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul
away from the faith
faith..

• Without –
1 Cor 16
16::9 For a great and effective door has opened to
me, and there are many adversaries
adversaries..

“As far as Paul was concerned, Bar
Bar--Jesus’s Jewish
background only added to his guilt
guilt.. He was an apostate
apostate..
We are not to seek some kind of ecumenical dialogue
with false teachers, liberals, and men who distort the
Bible.. We are to expose them for what they are
Bible
are.. The
church is weak today because of its desire to
compromise rather than confront
confront..” John Phillips
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• Within –
Acts 13
13::13 Now when Paul and his party set sail from
Paphos,, they came to Perga in Pamphylia
Paphos
Pamphylia;; and John,
departing from them, returned to Jerusalem
Jerusalem..
Js 4:1 Where do wars and fights come from among you?
Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in
your members?

3. Exclamation
Acts 13
13::9-11 Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the
Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 10and said, “O full of all
deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all
righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways
of the Lord? 11And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon
you, and you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time
time..”

• Rather than the “son of salvation,” Paul called him the
“son of the devil
devil..”
• Even though Bar
Bar--Jesus considered himself a righteous
prophet, Paul denounced him as the “enemy of all
righteousness..”
righteousness
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“Surely that was not the way to go about
it.. Surely Paul should have tried to find
it
some basis for dialogue in this man’s
Jewish background
background.. Surely he should
have said, ‘There is some truth in your
position, my dear Bar
Bar--jesus
jesus.. Let us start
with that
that..’ Not Paul or the Holy Spirit in
him! The Spirit of truth blazed out in a
flash of light and heat in this first great
confrontation with satanic delusion
delusion.. Paul
was not interested in making friends with
Elymas,, he was interested in the soul of
Elymas
Sergius Paulus
Paulus..”

“There was nothing conciliatory
about
Paul,
no
hint
of
compromise or dialogue, no
suggestion
that
some
compromise or middle ground
might be found
found.. It was truth or
error, light or darkness, life or
death.. No matter what the cost,
death
error must be confronted and
exposed..” John Phillips
exposed
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4. Evangelism
Acts 13
13::12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what
had been done, being astonished at the teaching of the Lord
Lord..

“Astonished” – to be driven out of one’s senses or to expel
by a blow
blow..
Sergius Paulus
complacency..
complacency

was

violently

shaken

out

of

his

“Believed” – to trust

Col 1:21
21--22 And you, who once
were alienated and enemies in
your mind by wicked works, yet
now He has reconciled 22in the
body of His flesh through death,
to present you holy, and
blameless, and above reproach
in His sight
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