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ACTS 29:

the next chapter

Part 49: Wonder
Wonder,, Worms
Worms,, and the Word
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“You can take a bucket down
to the ocean and dip out a
bucket full of water
water.. Everything
in that bucket is ocean, but not
all the ocean is in the bucket
bucket..
With our bucket
bucket--size minds,
we are never going to know all
there is about God
God..”
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Acts 12
12::12
12--17 So, when he had considered this, he came to the
house of Mary, the mother of John whose surname was Mark,
where many were gathered together praying
praying.. 13And as Peter
knocked at the door of the gate, a girl named Rhoda came to
answer.. 14When she recognized Peter’s voice, because of her
answer
gladness she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced
that Peter stood before the gate
gate.. 15But they said to her, “You are
beside yourself!” Yet she kept insisting that it was so
so.. So they
16
said, “It is his angel
angel..” Now Peter continued knocking
knocking;; and
when they opened the door and saw him, they were
astonished.. 17But motioning to them with his hand to keep
astonished
silent, he declared to them how the Lord had brought him out of
the prison
prison.. And he said, “Go, tell these things to James and to
the brethren
brethren..” And he departed and went to another place
place..

“It dawned on Peter that it
was not wise for a well
well-known, easily recognizable
escaped prisoner to remain
standing there in the street
street..”
John MacArthur
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“They were astonished.”
astonished.”
“Mustering up all of the faith behind their prayers,
they said to her, ‘You are out of your mind!’ They
knew perfectly well that Peter was still in jail
jail..”
John MacArthur
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“Christians are often engaged
in
some
unprofitable
controversy when they should
hasten to catch the first tokens
of divine favor, and open their
arms to welcome the proofs
that God has heard their
prayers..” Albert Barnes
prayers
Albert Barnes
19th century
Presbyterian theologian

1. God believes in prayer more than
we do.
• Heaven hears our prayers
Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in
time of need
need..
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Dan 9:20
20--23 while I was speaking,
praying, and confessing my sin and
the sin of my people Israel, and
presenting my supplication before the
Lord my God for the holy mountain of
my God, … the man Gabriel, …
informed me, and talked with me, and
said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth
to give you skill to understand
understand.. 23At the
beginning of your supplications the
command went out, and I have come
to tell you, for you are greatly beloved
beloved;;

Rev 5:8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the
four living creatures and the twenty
twenty--four elders fell
down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers
of the saints
saints..
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• We pray while often not expecting an answer
Mk 11
11::22
22--24 “Have faith in God
God.. 23For assuredly, I say to you,
whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the
sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those
things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says
says..
24Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray,
believe that you receive them, and you will have them
them..
Js 1:5-7 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who
gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to
him.. 6But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts
him
is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind
wind.. 7For let
not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord
Lord;;

• Thankfully, prayer does not necessarily depend
on the strength our faith
Rom 8:26
26--27 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses
weaknesses..
For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but
the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered
uttered.. 27Now He who searches the hearts
knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes
intercession for the saints according to the will of God
God..
Eph 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
power that works in us,
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Acts 12
12::18
18--23 Then
hen,, as soon as it was day, there was no small
stir among the soldiers about what had become of Peter
Peter.. 19But
when Herod had searched for him and not found him, he
examined the guards and commanded that they should be put
to death
death.. And he went down from Judea to Caesarea, and
stayed there
there.. 20Now Herod had been very angry with the
people of Tyre and Sidon
Sidon;; but they came to him with one
accord, and having made Blastus the king’s personal aide their
friend, they asked for peace, because their country was
supplied with food by the king’s country
country.. 21So on a set day
Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat on his throne and gave an
oration to them
them.. 22And the people kept shouting, “The voice of
a god and not of a man!” 23Then immediately an angel of the
Lord struck him, because he did not give glory to God
God.. And he
was eaten by worms and died
died..

“Herod put on a garment
made wholly of silver, and of
a contexture truly wonderful,
and came into the theater
early in the morning
morning;; at which
time the silver of his garment
being illuminated by the fresh
reflection of the sun’s rays
upon it, shone out after a
surprising manner
manner..”
(Josephus, Antiquities XIX
XIX,, vii, 20
20))
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2. Though God’s judgment seems
slow, it is sure.
Rom 2:3 do you think that you will escape God’s
judgment?

• Be certain, your sins will find you out (Num 32
32::23
23))
• God will not allow the guilty to go unpunished
(Ex 34
34::7 God will by no means clear the guilty
guilty))

• Vengeance is God’s, He will repay (Heb 10
10::30
30,,
Deut 32
32::35
35--36
36))

Acts 12
12::24 But the word of God grew and multiplied
multiplied.. 25And
Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they
had fulfilled their ministry, and they also took with them
John whose surname was Mark
Mark..
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3. God’s will … will be done
• Satan and his demons could not prevail against
God (Rev 12
12::7-8)
• God’s Word will prevail (Is 55
55::11
11))
• The gates of hell shall not prevail against the
Church (Mt 16
16::18
18))
Mt 6:10 Your kingdom come
come.. Your will be done on
earth as it is in heaven
heaven..
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