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ACTS 29: the next chapter
Trust & Obey

Christianity is an “either/or” proposition
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1 Tim 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith,
1 Tim 1:18 … that by them you may wage the
good warfare,
2 Tim 2:3 You therefore must endure hardship
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ
Christ..
2 Cor 10
10::4 For the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down
strongholds

Prov 21
21::30 There is no wisdom or
understanding or counsel against the
Lord..
Lord
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Jer 21
21::5 I Myself will fight against you with an
outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in
anger and fury and great wrath
wrath..
Rev 2:16 Repent, or else I will come to you
quickly and will fight against them with the sword
of My mouth
mouth..
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19th
century
German
philosopher
Friedrich
Nietzsche
despised
Christianity as the religion
of weaklings
weaklings.. He spent the
last years of his life insane
insane..

Novelist Sinclair Lewis,
winner of the 1930 Nobel
Peace Prize for literature
fought God
God.. His novel
Elmer
Gantry
mocked
Christianity.. Lewis’s fight
Christianity
against God cost him his
sobriety, and he died a
hopeless alcoholic in a
clinic near Rome
Rome..
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Ernest
Hemingway,
another
Nobel
Prize
wining author, boasted of
fighting against God and
leading a life of sin
without
apparent
consequences..
consequences
Eventually,
his
sins
caught up with him and he
put a shotgun to his head
and killed himself
himself..

Acts 12
12::1-11 Now about that time Herod the king stretched out
his hand to harass some from the church
church.. 2Then he killed
James the brother of John with the sword
sword.. 3And because he
saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize
Peter also
also.. Now it was during the Days of Unleavened Bread
Bread..
4So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and
delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, intending
to bring him before the people after Passover
Passover.. 5Peter was
therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God
for him by the church
church.. 6And when Herod was about to bring him
out, that night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains
between two soldiers
soldiers;; and the guards before the door were
keeping the prison
prison.. 7Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by
him, and a light shone in the prison
prison;;
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and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying,
“Arise quickly!” And his chains fell off his hands
hands.. 8Then the
angel said to him, “Gird yourself and tie on your sandals”
sandals”;; and
so he did
did.. And he said to him, “Put on your garment and
follow me
me..” 9So he went out and followed him, and did not
know that what was done by the angel was real, but thought
he was seeing a vision
vision.. 10When they were past the first and
the second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads
to the city, which opened to them of its own accord
accord;; and they
went out and went down one street, and immediately the
angel departed from him
him.. 11And when Peter had come to
himself, he said, “Now I know for certain that the Lord has
sent His angel, and has delivered me from the hand of Herod
and from all the expectation of the Jewish people
people..”

1. Either God is sovereign in our lives or life
is just a meaningless game of chance
James is killed and Peter is spared
• Why was James martyred and Peter delivered?
• Did God love Peter more than James?
• Did Peter mean more to the Kingdom and its
work than James?
• Was it the “unluck
unluck”” of the draw?
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“Peter and James were both put in
prison for preaching the gospel
gospel.. But
James had his head cut off while Peter
was delivered miraculously out of the
same prison
prison.. Did God love Peter more
than he loved James? Peter preached
on the Day of Pentecost
Pentecost.. He stood up
for the Lord Jesus Christ, and 3,000
souls were saved
saved.. But Stephen
preached, and he got 3,000 stones
stones..
They stoned him to death
death..

If all you see are the works of God,
you're
going
to
be
hopelessly
confused.. If you don't have a deeper
confused
insight into the ways of God, you're
going to be pushing the panic button all
the time
time.. You will never be able to rest
until you know God intimately
intimately.. To know
God intimately is the way of tranquility
tranquility..
To know God intimately begins with two
things:: time in His Word and time in
things
prayer.. You know God intimately by
prayer
direct dealing with God
God.. You can't know
anyone that you don't spend time with
with..”
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2. Either prayer is a powerful and worthy
spiritual exercise or it is a meaningless gesture
Acts 12
12::5 … but constant prayer was offered to God for him
by the church
church..

Ektenes = Lk 22
22::44 the kind of prayer Jesus
prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane
Js 5:16 the effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man
avails much

“As the iron gates of Herod’s
prison clanged shut, the gates
of heaven swung open wide
wide..
The church sank to its knees,
and a ceaseless volume of
prayer ascended to the throne
of grace
grace.. That kind of prayer
bombarded the throne of God
during the week Peter lay in
prison.. It was the kind of prayer
prison
that makes iron gates yield
yield..”
John Phillips
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3. Either we are “more than conquerors” or
we are “more than conquered”
conquered”
Acts 12
12::6 And when Herod was about to bring him out, that
night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between
two soldiers
soldiers;; and the guards before the door were keeping
the prison
prison..
The word Luke uses for prison is oikema which means
dwelling.. The Lords presence in that prison converted
dwelling
Peter’s cell into a home
home.. If it was the Lords will for him to be
committed to prison, he would be contented in prison
prison..

“Here is an instance of remarkable
composure, and an illustration of the effects
of peace of conscience and of confidence in
God.. It was doubtless known to Peter what
God
the intention of Herod was
was.. James had just
been put to death, and Peter had no reason
to expect a better fate
fate.. And yet in this state
he slept as quietly as if there had been no
danger, and it was necessary that he should
be roused even by an angel to contemplate
his condition and to make his escape
escape.. There
is nothing that will give quiet rest and gentle
sleep so certainly as a conscience void of
offence;; and in the midst of imminent
offence
dangers, he who confides in God may rest
securely and calmly
calmly..”

Albert Barnes
19th century
Presbyterian theologian
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“Our sleeping pill and tranquilizer saturated
society could take a lesson from Peter on
how to trust God
God.. First, he trusted in the
Lord Jesus’s promise to him that he would
die later, when he was old (Jn 21
21::18
18)). Since
he was not yet an old man, he had nothing
to fear
fear.. Further, each time he had been in
jail before, he had been released
released.. God had
a perfect track record
record.. All this enabled Peter
to advise believers to cast ‘all your anxiety
upon Him, because He cares for you’ (1 Pet
5:7). Believers who learn, like Peter, to trust
God’s promises and past performance,
usually sleep soundly
soundly..” John MacArthur

4. Either angels are “watching over us” or we
are practically alone in this spiritual war
Acts 12:7 Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him,
and a light shone in the prison and he struck Peter on the
side and raised him up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his
chains fell off his hands.
hands.
Heb 1:14 angels are ministering spirits to believers
• Daniel’s angel protected him from the lions (Dan 6:22)
• Children have guardian angels (Mt 18:10)
• Paul on the ship had one (Acts 27:2327:23-24)
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“Peter’s angel had one commission from
the throne – to set him free, and he kept
well within the limits of his mandate
mandate.. He
was not sent to tell Peter all about
heaven, he would find that out for himself
one day
day.. He was not sent to tell Peter
how to proceed with the ministry
entrusted to him – that was the Holy
Spirit’s work
work.. He was not authorized to
tell Peter what to do next – he left that to
Peter’s common sense
sense.. He was simply
sent to set Peter free in answer to the
prayers of a persistent church
church.. When that
was done he disappeared
disappeared..” John Phillips
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