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Part 15 – “Are the Rapture and
Great Tribulation really
taught in Scripture?”
A study of the end of days
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Rev 6:1-8 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the
seals;; and I heard one of the four living creatures saying
seals
with a voice like thunder, “Come and see
see..” 2And I looked,
and behold, a white horse
horse.. He who sat on it had a bow
bow;;
and a crown was given to him, and he went out
conquering and to conquer
conquer..3When He opened the
second seal, I heard the second living creature saying,
“Come and see
see..” 4Another horse, fiery red, went out
out.. And
it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace
from the earth, and that people should kill one another
another;;
and there was given to him a great sword
sword..

5When

He opened the third seal, I heard the third living
creature say, “Come and see
see..” So I looked, and behold, a
black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in
his hand
hand.. 6And I heard a voice in the midst of the four
living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius
denarius,,
and three quarts of barley for a denarius
denarius;; and do not
7
harm the oil and the wine
wine..” When He opened the fourth
seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying,
“Come and see
see..” 8So I looked, and behold, a pale horse
horse..
And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and
Hades followed with him
him.. And power was given to them
over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger,
with death, and by the beasts of the earth
earth..
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What do these Four Horses symbolize?
God’s judgment on mankind =
the Great Tribulation

So, does Scripture teach a Rapture of the
Church and a Great Tribulation?
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1. God is not finished with Israel as a special
people::
people
Rom 11
11::1-2 I say then, has God cast away His people?
Certainly not
not!! … 2God has not cast away His people whom
He foreknew
foreknew..
11-12 I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall?
11Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to
jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles
Gentiles.. 12Now if their
fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the
Gentiles, how much more their fullness!

15-17 For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the
15world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead
dead?
?
17
… And if some of the branches were broken off, and you,
being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with
them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive
tree,,
tree
23-24 And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will
23be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again
again.. 24For if
you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and
were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree,
how much more will these, who are natural branches, be
grafted into their own olive tree?

4

July 24-Aug 21, 2016

25-27 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be
25ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your
own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel
until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in
in.. 26And so all
Israel will be saved
saved,, as it is written
written:: “The Deliverer will
come out of Zion
Zion,, and He will turn away ungodliness from
27
Jacob;; For this is My covenant with them
Jacob
them,, when I take
away their sins
sins..” (Is 59
59::20
20--21
21))

2. The “times of the Gentiles” will end before
the return of Christ:
Christ:
Rom 11
11::25 blindness in part has happened to Israel until
the fullness of the Gentiles has come in
in..
Lk 21
21::24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be
led away captive into all nations
nations.. And Jerusalem will be
trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are
fulfilled..
fulfilled
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3. There is a day of “great tribulation”
coming before the return of Christ:
Christ:
Mt 24
24::21
21--22 For then there will be great tribulation, such
as has not been since the beginning of the world until this
time, no, nor ever shall be
be.. 22And unless those days were
shortened, no flesh would be saved
saved;; but for the elect’s
sake those days will be shortened
shortened..

29-31 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the
29sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light
light;;
the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the
heavens will be shaken
shaken.. 30Then the sign of the Son of Man
will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth
will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory
glory.. 31And He
will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and
they will gather together His elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other
other..
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4. The great tribulation is for Israel:
Jer 30
30::7,10
10--11 Alas! For that day is great
great,, so that none is
like itit;; and it is the time of Jacob’s (Israel’s) trouble
trouble,, but he
10
shall be saved out of it
it.. … ‘Therefore do not fear, O My
servant Jacob,’ says the Lord
Lord,, ‘Nor be dismayed, O Israel
Israel;;
for behold, I will save you from afar
afar,, and your seed from the
land of their captivity
captivity.. Jacob shall return, have rest and be
quiet,, and no one shall make him afraid
quiet
afraid.. 11For I am with
you,’ says the Lord, ‘to save you
you;; though I make a full end
of all nations where I have scattered you
you,, yet I will not
make a complete end of you
you.. But I will correct you in
justice,, and will not let you go altogether unpunished
justice
unpunished..’

Jer 30
30::24 In the latter days you will consider it
it..
Is 26
26::19
19--21 Your dead shall live
live;; together with ◙ my dead
body they shall arise
arise.. Awake and sing, you who dwell in
dust;; for your dew is like the dew of herbs
dust
herbs,, and the earth
20
shall cast out the dead
dead..
Come,, my people, enter your
Come
chambers,, and shut your doors behind you
chambers
you;; hide yourself,
as it were, for a little moment
moment,, until the indignation is past
past..
21For behold, the Lord comes out of His place to punish
the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity
iniquity;; the earth will
also disclose her blood
blood,, and will no more cover her slain
slain..
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5. The Book of Daniel seems to clearly
reserve a 77-year period of time for Israel:
Israel:
Dan 9:24
24--27 “Seventy weeks (sevens) are determined for
your people and for your holy city
city,, to finish the
transgression,, to make an end of sins
transgression
sins,, to make
reconciliation for iniquity
iniquity,, to bring in everlasting
righteousness,, to seal up vision and prophecy
righteousness
prophecy,, and to
25
anoint the Most Holy
Holy.. “Know therefore and understand,
that from the going forth of the command to restore and
build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be
seven weeks and sixty
sixty--two weeks
weeks;; the street shall be built
again, and the wall, even in troublesome times
times..

26“And

after the sixty
sixty--two weeks Messiah shall be cut off,
but not for Himself
Himself;; and the people of the prince who is to
come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary
sanctuary.. The end of it
shall be with a flood
flood,, and till the end of the war desolations
are determined
determined.. 27Then he shall confirm a covenant with
many for one week
week;; but in the middle of the week he shall
bring an end to sacrifice and offering
offering.. And on the wing of
abominations shall be one who makes desolate
desolate,, even until
the consummation, which is determined
determined,, is poured out on
the desolate
desolate..”
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• A biblical “week
week”
” sometimes = 7 yrs
yrs..
• Daniel’s 70 weeks = 490 yrs
yrs..
• 483 yrs
yrs.. would span from the rebuilding of
Jerusalem until the crucifixion of Jesus
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The period between Daniel’s 69th & 70th weeks is
known as the “Church Age
Age..”
Paul called this the “great mystery
mystery”
” that he had
been shown and commissioned to preach
preach..
What is the “great mystery
mystery”
”?
That God would save the gentiles and include
them in His eternal plan and family
family..
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Romans 16
16::25
25--26 Now to Him who is able to establish
you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept
secret since the world began 26but now made manifest,
and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all
nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting
God, for obedience to the faith

Ephesians 3:3-7 if indeed you have heard of the
dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for
you, 3how that by revelation He made known to me the
mystery (as I have briefly written already, 4by which, when
you read, you may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ), 5which in other ages was not made
known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by
the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets
prophets:: 6that the
Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and
partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel, 7of
which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace
of God given to me by the effective working of His power
power..
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6. There appear to be 2 endtime “visitations”
of the Lord in Scripture:
Scripture:
• A meeting in the air
air::
1 Thess 4:15
15--18 For this we say to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the
Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep
asleep.. 16For
the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God
God.. And
17
the dead in Christ will rise first
first.. Then we who are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air
air.. And thus we shall always be with the
18
Lord.. Therefore comfort one another with these words
Lord
words..

• A meeting on the earth when Jesus comes back
back::
Rev 19
19::11
11--15 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white
horse.. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True,
horse
and in righteousness He judges and makes war
war.. 12His eyes
were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns
crowns..
He had a name written that no one knew except Himself
Himself.. 13He
was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is
called The Word of God
God.. 14And the armies in heaven, clothed
in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses
horses..
15Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He
should strike the nations
nations.. And He Himself will rule them with a
rod of iron
iron.. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness
and wrath of Almighty God
God..
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Who are the “armies in heaven”?
Rev 19
19::7-8 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for
the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made
herself ready
ready..” 8And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine
linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts
of the saints
saints..

2 Thess 1:6-10 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay
with tribulation those who trouble you, 7and to give you who
are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels, 8in flaming fire taking
vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Christ.. 9These shall
be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10when He comes, in
that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among
all those who believe
believe,, because our testimony among you was
believed..
believed
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• “The Day of the Lord”
- Is a day of wrath
- In the N.T., it refers to the final judgment of God on sin &
is described in negative terms
terms..
• “The Day of Christ”
- Is a day of blessing
- Is typified by the Greek word, parousia
parousia,, and always refers
to the time when believers are gathered to Jesus
Jesus..
- It is generally described in positive terms
terms..

7. Christians are not the children of wrath:
Rev 6:15
15--17 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich
men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free
man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the
mountains, 16and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and
hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the
wrath of the Lamb! 17For the great day of His wrath has come, and
who is able to stand?
stand?””
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Rev 16
16::1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to
the seven angels, “Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of
God on the earth
earth..”
Rev 19
19::15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that
with it He should strike the nations
nations.. And He Himself will rule
them with a rod of iron
iron.. He Himself treads the winepress of
the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God
God..

1 Thess 5:2-3 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day
of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night
night.. 3For when they
say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon
them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman
woman.. And they shall
not escape
escape..
5:4-8 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day
should overtake you as a thief
thief.. 5You are all sons of light and
sons of the day
day.. We are not of the night nor of darkness
darkness..
6Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and
be sober
sober.. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who
get drunk are drunk at night
night.. 8But let us who are of the day be
sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a
helmet the hope of salvation
salvation..
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1 Thess 5:9 For God did not appoint us to
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ,

8. Jesus said that some would escape the
great tribulation
Rev 3:10 Because you have kept My command to persevere,
I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come
upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth
earth..
Matt 24
24::21
21--22 For then there will be great tribulation, such as
has not been since the beginning of the world until this time,
no, nor ever shall be
be.. 22And unless those days were
shortened, no flesh would be saved
saved;; but for the elect’s sake
those days will be shortened
shortened..
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9. Jesus taught that there would be two
resurrections
Jn 5:28
28--29 Do not marvel at this
this;; for the hour is coming in
which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29and come
forth—
forth
—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life,
and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation..
condemnation

Rev 20
20::4-6 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and
judgment was committed to them
them.. Then I saw the souls of
those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and
for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his
image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on
their hands
hands.. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years
years.. 5But the rest of the dead did not live again until
the thousand years were finished
finished.. This is the first resurrection
resurrection..
6Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection
resurrection..
Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a
thousand years
years..
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10. There are biblical precedents for the
concept of a “rapture”
“rapture”
Lk 17
17::26
26,,28 And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be
also in the days of the Son of Man
Man:: … 28Likewise as it was
also in the days of Lot
Lot::
Gen 19
19::22 Hurry, escape there
there.. For I cannot do anything until
you arrive there
there..”
Gen 6:7-8 So the Lord said, “I will destroy man whom I have
created from the face of the earth, both man and beast,
creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have
made them
them..” 8But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord
Lord..

Part 15 – “Are the Rapture and Great Tribulation
really taught in Scripture?”

A study of the end of days
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Rev 6:1-8 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the
seals;; and I heard one of the four living creatures saying
seals
with a voice like thunder, “Come and see
see..” 2And I looked,
and behold, a white horse
horse.. He who sat on it had a bow
bow;;
and a crown was given to him, and he went out
conquering and to conquer
conquer..3When He opened the
second seal, I heard the second living creature saying,
“Come and see
see..” 4Another horse, fiery red, went out
out.. And
it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace
from the earth, and that people should kill one another
another;;
and there was given to him a great sword
sword..
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5When

He opened the third seal, I heard the third living
creature say, “Come and see
see..” So I looked, and behold, a
black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in
his hand
hand.. 6And I heard a voice in the midst of the four
living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius
denarius,,
and three quarts of barley for a denarius
denarius;; and do not
7
harm the oil and the wine
wine..” When He opened the fourth
seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying,
“Come and see
see..” 8So I looked, and behold, a pale horse
horse..
And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and
Hades followed with him
him.. And power was given to them
over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger,
with death, and by the beasts of the earth
earth..

What do these Four Horses symbolize?
God’s judgment on mankind =
the Great Tribulation
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So, does Scripture teach a Rapture of the
Church and a Great Tribulation?

1. God is not finished with Israel as a special
people..
people
2. The “times of the Gentiles” will end before the
return of Christ
Christ..
3. There is a day of “great tribulation” coming
before the return of Christ
Christ..
4. The great tribulation is for Israel
Israel..
5. The Book of Daniel seems to clearly reserve a
7-year period of time for Israel
Israel..
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6. There appear to be 2 endtime “visitations” of the
Lord in Scripture
7. Christians are not the children of wrath
8. Jesus said that some would escape the great
tribulation
9. Jesus taught
resurrections

that

there

would

be

two

10. There are biblical precedents for the concept of
10.
a “rapture”

11. The antianti-Christ cannot be revealed until
the “hindrance” is removed:
removed:
2 Thess 2:1-4 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we
ask you, 2not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either
by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the
day of Christ had come
come.. 3Let no one deceive you by any
means;; for that Day will not come unless the falling away
means
comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of
perdition, 4who opposes and exalts himself above all that is
called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in
the temple of God, showing himself that he is God
God..
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2 Thess 2:6-8 And now you know what is restraining
restraining,, that
he may be revealed in his own time
time.. 7For the mystery of
lawlessness is already at work
work;; only He who now restrains
will do so until He is taken out of the way
way.. 8And then the
lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume
with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the
brightness of His coming
coming..

What or, more correctly, who is the
“hindering force” that holds back the AntiAntiChrist and the final judgment
judgment?
?
2 Thess 2:7 only He who now restrains will do so until He is
taken out of the way
way..

The most plausible answer is “He,” the Holy Spirit.
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But does the Bible teach that the Holy Spirit
will withdraw from the earth during the Great
Tribulation and the last days?
Is it even possible for any place to be void of
the Holy Spirit?

Ps 139
139::7-12 Where can I go from Your Spirit
Spirit?
? Or where
can I flee from Your presence
presence?
? 8If I ascend into heaven,
You are there
there;; if I make my bed in hell, behold, You are
9
there.. If I take the wings of the morning
there
morning,, and dwell in the
10
uttermost parts of the sea
sea,,
Even there Your hand shall
lead me
me,, and Your right hand shall hold me
me.. 11If I say,
“Surely the darkness shall fall on me,
me,”” even the night shall
12
be light about me
me;; Indeed
Indeed,, the darkness shall not hide
from You
You,, but the night shines as the day
day;; the darkness and
the light are both alike to You
You..
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So, how could the Holy Spirit conceivably be
“taken away”
away”?
?
He couldn’t, but the primary “vessel” through
which He works on the earth could be – the
church..
church

1 Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God,
and you are not your own
own?
?
Eph 1:13
13--14 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation
salvation;; in whom also,
having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of
promise, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of
His glory
glory..
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Millions will be saved during the Great
Tribulation
Rev 7:9-10
10,,14 After these things I looked, and behold, a
great multitude which no one could number, of all nations,
tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm
branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice,
saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb!
Lamb!”” … 14 So he said to me, “These
are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb
Lamb..

But how is this possible if the Holy Spirit is
gone, seeing He is the one who
“regenerates” us
us::
Titus 3:5-6 … but according to His mercy He saved us,
through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the
Holy Spirit, 6whom He poured out on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Savior
Savior,,
Rom 8:9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you
you.. Now if anyone does
not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His
His..
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12. The Rapture
Rapture is a “meeting in the air”
while the return of Jesus takes place as
Jesus and His saints “return” to the earth:
1 Thess 4:13
4:13--18 & Rev 19:1119:11-21

13. What comes “down” must first “go up”

14. Scripture teaches that believers are to
14.
be looking for Christ, not the Anti
Anti--Christ.
Titus 2:12
12--13 … denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present
age, 13looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,
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15. The “structure” of the book of Revelation
15.
seems to indicate a rapture
rapture::
Rev 1:19 Write the things which you have seen, and the
things which are, and the things which will take place after
this..
this
• Things which you have seen
seen:: Jesus glorified – Rev 1
• Things which are
are:: the churches – Rev 2-3
• Things which will take place after
after:: Grt
Grt.. Trib
Trib.. – Rev 6-22
After chapter 3, John hears a call to “come up” (Rev 4).
The church “disappears” from Revelation and does not
“reappear” until Rev 19 when it returns with Jesus
Jesus..

28

