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ACTS 29: the next chapter
Part 46: Why tongues?

Occurrences of “tongues”
in the book of Acts:
1. Acts 2 Day of Pentecost
2. Acts 19
19::1-6 disciples of
John the Baptist
3. Acts 8 Samaritans with
Philip?
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Acts 10
10::44
44--48 While Peter
was still speaking these
words, the Holy Spirit fell
upon all those who heard the
word.. 45And those of the
word
circumcision who believed
were astonished, as many as
came with Peter, because the
gift of the Holy Spirit had
been poured out on the
Gentiles also
also.. 46For they
heard them speak with
tongues and magnify God
God..
Then Peter answered,

47“Can

anyone forbid water,
that these should not be
baptized who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we
have?” 48And he commanded
them to be baptized in the
name of the Lord
Lord.. Then they
asked him to stay a few days
days..
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1. Those who receive Jesus also
receive the Holy Spirit
Jn 14
14::16
16--17 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you
another Helper, that He may abide with you forever
forever—
— 17the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees Him nor knows Him
Him;; but you know Him, for He
dwells with you and will be in you
you..

Rom 8:9-11 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you
you.. Now if anyone does not
have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His
His.. 10And if Christ is in you,
the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.. 11But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from
righteousness
the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who
dwells in you
you..
Eph 1:13
13--14 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your salvation
salvation;; in whom also, having
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,
14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption
of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory
glory..
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1 Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God
and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
2 Tim 1:14 That good thing which was committed to you,
keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us
us..
Js 4:5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The
Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”?

2. Baptism comes “because of”
conversion – it “is not” conversion
Acts 8:36
36--38 Now as they went down the road, they came to
some water
water.. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water
water.. What
37
hinders me from being baptized?
baptized?”” Then Philip said, “If you
believe with all your heart, you may
may..” And he answered and
said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God
God..” 38So he
commanded the chariot to stand still
still.. And both Philip and the
eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him
him..
1 Cor 1:14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except
Crispus and Gaius,
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3. The Jewish Christians objected to
Gentiles being on equal spiritual ground
Acts 10
10::44
44--48 While Peter was still speaking these words,
the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word
word.. 45And
those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as
many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit
had been poured out on the Gentiles also
also..

Acts 11
11::1-4 Now the apostles
and brethren who were in Judea
heard that the Gentiles had also
received the word of God
God.. 2And
when Peter came up to
Jerusalem,
those
of
the
circumcision contended with
him, 3saying, “You went in to
uncircumcised men and ate with
them!” 4But Peter explained it to
them in order from the
beginning,
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4. Tongues was a “sign”
proving God had acted
11:17
11:
17--18 If therefore God gave
them the same gift as He gave us
when we believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ, who was I that I
could withstand God?” 18When
they heard these things they
became silent
silent;; and they glorified
God, saying, “Then God has also
granted
to
the
Gentiles
repentance to life
life..”

“The men of the circumcision in the
Jerusalem church had been effectively
checkmated by the Holy Spirit
Spirit.. They
must have looked at each other,
looked hard at Peter, and looked at
Peter’s witnesses, solid citizens of the
kingdom, standing by, nodding their
heads.. They must have looked at the
heads
Hellenists beaming at Peter’s story
story.. It
was a large and bitter pill to swallow
swallow..
Two thousand years of growing
Jewish prejudice against Gentiles had
to be gulped down
down..
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But it was evident, even to the
narrowest, most exclusive, and insular
of them, that there was nothing they
could possibly say against Peter
Peter.. His
story was evidently and account of
God’s
clear
leading,
and
his
earnestness was unmistakable
unmistakable.. The
conclusions he had reached were
incontrovertible.. Cornelius and the
incontrovertible
Gentiles had been accepted by God
as equal heirs of the grace of God,
first--class citizens in the kingdom,
first
fellow members of the Body of Christ
Christ..”

With this descent of the Holy Spirit
on the Gentiles the mystery of the
church was completed
completed.. The ‘middle
wall of partition’ between the Jew
and Gentile was broken down
down;; from
now on, in the church, the Lord
Jesus made ‘in Himself of twain one
new man’ (Eph 2:14
14--15
15)). The
Gentiles were ‘no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow citizens
with the saints, and of the
‘household of God’ (2:19
19)).”
John Phillips
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“This passage does not teach that
speaking in tongues is normally to be
expected with the coming of the Spirit
Spirit..
The Spirit granted it on this occasion as
visible proof that He indwelt these
Gentiles.. He knew that the Jewish
Gentiles
brethren with Peter would be hard to
convince, so He granted the same
manifestation experienced by Jewish
Christians at Pentecost
Pentecost.. It should be
noted that here, as throughout Acts,
speaking in tongues is a group, not an
individual, phenomenon
phenomenon..”
John MacArthur

“This sign gift was necessary
necessary.. Peter and
the other Jews would probably have never
received the Gentiles as ‘fellow heirs and
of the same body’ (Eph 3:6) apart from this
sign.. That, of course, is in keeping with the
sign
basic purpose of the gift of tongues, which
was to bear witness against the unbelief of
the Jewish people
people.. On the first occasion of
its use it testified against the unbelieving
Jews at large
large.. This time it testified against
unbelieving Jews in the church who,
without this sign, would never have
believed that in the church Gentiles were
no different from Jews
Jews..”
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5. So why tongues?
• It’s the only thing that would have convinced the
Jewish Christians
• Everyone has a spiritual gift –
1 Cor 12
12::7,11 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to
each one for the profit of all
all:: … 11But one and the same
Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one
individually as He wills
wills..
1 Pet 4:10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God
God..

• Everyone does not receive the same gift –
1 Cor 12
12::29
29--31 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 30Do all have gifts of
healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31But
earnestly desire the best gifts
gifts.. And yet I show you a more
excellent way
way..
Rom 12
12::6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace
that is given to us, let us use them
them::
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• Spiritual gifts come in 3 categories –
speaking,, serving, & sign
speaking
• In the hierarchy of spiritual gifts, tongues is at
the bottom –
1 Cor 12
12::28
28,,31 And God has appointed these in the church
church::
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations,
varieties of tongues
tongues.. … 31But earnestly desire the best gifts
gifts..
And yet I show you a more excellent way
way..
Eph 4:11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,

• Sign gifts were performed primarily by Jesus and
the Apostles –
Jn 2:11 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee,
and manifested His glory
glory;; and His disciples believed in Him
Him..
Acts 2:22 “Men of Israel, hear these words
words:: Jesus of Nazareth,
a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs
2 Cor 12
12::12 Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished
among you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and
mighty deeds
deeds..
Heb 2:4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders,
with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to
His own will?
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• Sign gifts essentially ceased with the passing of
the Apostles
• Tongues was a sign gift –
1 Cor 14
14::22 Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those
who believe but to unbelievers
unbelievers;;

“The gift of tongues is the ability
to speak in a language that you
have never learned as a sign to
unbelievers.. The sign of being
unbelievers
filled with the Holy Spirit is not
that you have the gift to speak in
languages you don’t know, but
the power to control the one
tongue that you do have
have..”
Adrian Rogers
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