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ACTS 29:

the next chapter

Part 45: The gospel – plain and simple
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Cornelius was
was::
• a centurion – therefore he had either killed or
ordered the killing of hundreds
• a hardened man – therefore he had no natural
inclination to seek heavenly things
• an outsider – therefore he had no real access to
salvation
• a seeker of God – therefore God made Himself
real and available to him
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Acts 10
10::36
36--43 The word which God sent to the children of
Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ – He is Lord
of all – 37that word you know, which was proclaimed
throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the
baptism which John preached
preached:: 38how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by
the devil, for God was with Him
Him.. 39And we are witnesses
of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and
in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree
tree..

40Him

God raised up on the third day, and showed Him
openly, 41not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen
before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him
after He arose from the dead
dead.. 42And He commanded us to
preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was
ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead
dead..
43To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name,
whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins
sins..”
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1. Jesus – not religion
Acts 10
10::36 The word which God sent to the children of
Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ – He is Lord
of all
2 Cor 4:5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus
the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake
sake..
Col 1:28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching
every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man
perfect in Christ Jesus
Jesus..

2. Peace – not hostility
Acts 10
10::36 preaching peace through Jesus Christ – He is Lord of
all
Js 4:4 Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity
with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world
makes himself an enemy of God
God..
Eph 2:14
14--16 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both
one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation,
15having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of
commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in
Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 16and
that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through
the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity
enmity..
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Rom 5:10 For if when we were enemies we were
reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much
more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His
life..
life
2 Cor 5:19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the
world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and
has committed to us the word of reconciliation
reconciliation..
Col 1:20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by
Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having
made peace through the blood of His cross
cross..

3. A known message – not one hidden
Acts 10
10::37 that word you know, which was proclaimed
throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the
baptism which John preached
preached::
Acts 26
26::26 For the king, before whom I also speak freely,
knows these things
things;; for I am convinced that none of these
things escapes his attention, since this thing was not done
in a corner
corner..
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4. A divine Jesus – not merely a human
one
Acts 10
10::38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with Him
Him..
Jn 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth
truth..

5. Fact – not myth
Acts 10
10::39 And we are witnesses of all things which He did
both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem
Jerusalem,, … 41not to
all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God,
even to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from
the dead
dead..
2 Pet 1:16 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables
when we made known to you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty
majesty..

7

7/31/2016

1 Jn 1:1-3 That which was from the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked upon, and our hands have handled,
concerning the Word of life – 2the life was manifested, and
we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that
eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested
to us – 3that which we have seen and heard we declare to
you, that you also may have fellowship with us
us;; and truly
our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ..
Christ

“All of the miracles were true
true.. He
did change water into wine
wine;; Peter
drank some of itit.. He did walk upon
the waves
waves;; Peter had done the
same at His command
command.. He had
raised Jarius’s daughter from the
dead;; Peter had been there
dead
there.. He
had cleansed lepers and cast out
even the most ferocious demons
demons;;
Peter had witnessed those things
things..
He had been transfigured
transfigured;; Peter has
seen itit.. It was all true
true..
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If Peter had been telling lies, a
whole generation still living was
able to rise up and say so, but
Peter was telling the sober truth
truth..
The life and miracles of Jesus of
Nazareth ‘both in the land of the
Jews, and in Jerusalem’ was such
public knowledge and so well
authenticated by public opinion that
His words needed no verification
verification..
Almost everybody knew the
general outline of the story to be
true..” John Phillips
true

6. A dead savior – not a fainted one
Acts 10
10::39
39b
b whom they killed by hanging on a tree
tree..

“he breathed His last”
“gave up the ghost”
Pilate – “Dead already
already?”
?”
Mt 28:7 the angel said he had risen from the dead
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7. A resurrected body – not a spirit
Acts 10
10::40 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him
openly,
Lk 24
24::36
36--43 Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said to
them, “Peace to you
you..” 37But they were terrified and frightened, and
supposed they had seen a spirit
spirit.. 38And He said to them, “Why are
you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Behold
My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself
Myself.. Handle Me and see, for a
spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have
have..” 40When
He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet
feet.. 41But
while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to
them, “Have you any food here?” 42So they gave Him a piece of a
broiled fish and some honeycomb
honeycomb.. 43And He took it and ate in their
presence..
presence

Jn 20
20::27 Then He said
to Thomas, “Reach
your finger here, and
look at My hands
hands;; and
reach your hand here,
and put it into My side
side..
Do not be unbelieving,
but believing
believing..”
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8. Judgment – not indulgence
Acts 10
10::42 And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to
testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the
living and the dead
dead..
2 Thess 1:7-10 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8in
flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and
on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
Christ..
9These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10when He
comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired
among all those who believe
believe,, because our testimony among you
was believed
believed..

“The
murder
and
subsequent
resurrection of Christ put the human
race in a fearful predicament
predicament.. God had
sent His only begotten Son into the
world.. He had attested His deity in a
world
thousand ways
ways.. He has lived a sinless
life, a life overflowing in love and good
works.. And men had murdered Him,
works
Jew and Gentile alike
alike.. Now He was
back, alive from the dead, proof of
human guilt written into the nail prints
in His hands, and ordained to be man’s
judge.. Well might men tremble
judge
tremble..
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The challenging fact was that guilty
men cannot hope to escape judgment
judgment..
Man does not have the last word – He
does.. God is certainly not going to let
does
men get away with the murder and
rejection of His Son forever
forever..”
John Phillips

Heb 10
10::29 Of how much worse punishment, do you
suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the
Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant
by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted
the Spirit of grace?
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9. Belief – not doubt
Acts 10
10::43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through
His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission
of sins
sins..
Rom 10
10::9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved
saved..
Rom 10
10::11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on
Him will not be put to shame
shame..”

10. Forgiveness – not debt
Acts 10
10::43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His
name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins
sins..
Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord
Lord..
Jn 3:14
14--17 that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have eternal life
life.. 16For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life
life.. 17For God did not
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved
saved..
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1 Tim 2:4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth
truth..
2 Pet 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us
us,, not
willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance..
repentance
Rom 12
12::3 … as God has dealt to each one a measure of
faith..
faith

“The more you obey the light, the
more light you get
get.. The reason
some of us don’t understand the
Bible any more than we do is
because we have not been living
up to the light God has already
given us! If you want to
understand the part of the Bible
you don’t understand, begin to
obey the part you do understand
and you’ll understand what you
didn’t
understand..
understand
Do
you
understand?”
understand
?” Adrian Rogers
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