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ACTS 29:

the next chapter

Part 43: Knowing God’s will when
making a major decision
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“We do not live by explanations
explanations.. Life
is not a problem to be solved
solved;; it is a
mystery to be lived
lived.. God's will is not
so much something that you
surrender to as it is something that
you get in on
on.. God will choose for you
what you would choose for yourself if
you had enough sense to choose it!
Let your prayer today be, "Help me,
Lord, not to fear what I'll miss if I do
Your will
will;; help me to fear what I'll miss
if I don't
don't..” Adrian Rogers

“The Bible doesn't tell the Christian specifically
where to live
live.. Or which career to pursue
pursue.. Or
where to go to college
college.. If it did, how easy it
would be
be.. Yet how little faith we would need!
That would reduce the Bible to a vocational
guidance handbook, nothing more than a
divinely inspired telephone directory . . . and
just about as interesting
interesting.. Our spiritual maturity
would be no deeper than a third
third--grader's
grader's.. The
emphasis in Scripture is on who a person is
and what a person does rather than on where
a person lives
lives..
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If the Lord wants you to get a specific
message and to respond in an explicit
manner, He has dozens of ways to
communicate that to you
you.. No mumbo
mumbo--jumbo,
no skywriting, no magic tricks or middle
middle--of
of--the
the-night voices need to be sought
sought.. Those who
really want to do His will, will know it
it.. Each
believer is independently accountable to God
for his or her response to the Lord's specific
leading, even though others don't understand
or agree
agree.. The future is a little frightening to us
us..
So we need to hold on to His hand and trust
Him to calm our fears
fears.. God has a plan for us,
mysterious though it may seem, and we want
to be in the center of itit..” Chuck Swindoll

“It is not often in life we see the Lord
showing His hand so prominently in our
decisions.. But can we doubt that He is
decisions
a work and actively involved in each
one of them? It is worth reminding
ourselves of that when we come to a
puzzling crossroad in life, when a
decision one way or another will affect
our life for a very long time
time.. The Holy
Spirit is actively involved and will
enable us to make the right decision if
we will wait on Him
Him..” John Phillips
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Acts 10
10::9-23 The next day, as they went on their journey and
drew near the city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray,
about the sixth hour
hour.. 10Then he became very hungry and
wanted to eat
eat;; but while they made ready, he fell into a trance
11and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet
bound at the four corners, descending to him and let down to
the earth
earth.. 12In it were all kinds of four
four--footed animals of the
earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air
air.. 13And a
voice came to him, “Rise, Peter
Peter;; kill and eat
eat..” 14But Peter said,
“Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or
unclean..” 15And a voice spoke to him again the second time,
unclean
“What God has cleansed you must not call common
common..” 16This
was done three times
times.. And the object was taken up into
heaven again
again..

17Now

while Peter wondered within himself what this vision which
he had seen meant, behold, the men who had been sent from
Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before
the gate
gate.. 18And they called and asked whether Simon, whose
surname was Peter, was lodging there
there.. 19While Peter thought about
the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are seeking
you.. 20Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing
you
nothing;;
for I have sent them
them..” 21Then Peter went down to the men who had
been sent to him from Cornelius, and said, “Yes, I am he whom you
seek.. For what reason have you come?” 22And they said, “Cornelius
seek
the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and has a good
reputation among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed
by a holy angel to summon you to his house, and to hear words
from you
you..” 23Then he invited them in and lodged them
them.. On the next
day Peter went away with them, and some brethren from Joppa
accompanied him
him..
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1. Prayer should be an integral part of our lives
– not just when we sense our need for God
Acts 10
10::9 The next day, as they went on their journey and
drew near the city, Peter went up on the housetop to pray,
about the sixth hour
hour..
Phil 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made
known to God
God;; 7and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus
Jesus..
1 Thess 5:17 pray without ceasing,

2. God uses our human condition to
communicate with us
Acts 10
10::10
10--13 Then he became very hungry and wanted to
eat;; but while they made ready, he fell into a trance 11and
eat
saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound
at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the
earth.. 12In it were all kinds of four
earth
four--footed animals of the
earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air
air..
13And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter
Peter;; kill and eat
eat..”
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2 Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that
the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us
us..
Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good
to those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose
purpose..

3. God’s will often conflicts with religious
norms
Acts 10
10::14 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never
eaten anything common or unclean
unclean..”
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4. Obedience is paramount if we really want
to learn God’s will
Acts 10
10::15 And a voice spoke to him again the second time,
“What God has cleansed you must not call common
common..”
Jn 14
14::15
15,,23
23--24 “If you love Me, keep My commandments
commandments..
23
… Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me,
he will keep My word
word;; and My Father will love him, and We
will come to him and make Our home with him
him.. 24He who
does not love Me does not keep My words
words;; and the word
which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me
Me..

Mt 7:21
21--23 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father in heaven
heaven..
1 Jn 2:3-6 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep
His commandments
commandments.. 4He who says, “I know Him,” and does not
keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him
him..
5But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected
in him
him.. By this we know that we are in Him
Him.. 6He who says he
abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked
walked..
Js 1:6-7 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who
doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind
wind..
7For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from
the Lord
Lord;;
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Don't say, "Show me what You want me
to do
do;; then I'll decide whether or not to
do it
it.." Instead, we need to say, "I'll do it whatever it is
is.. You tell me
me.. If You explain
it, fine
fine.. If You don't explain it, fine
fine.. But
God, I'm going to do it
it.." It's just as bad
to run ahead of God as it is to run
behind Him
Him.. The Bible says that
Abraham went out without knowing
where God was sending him
him.. Are you
ready to travel under sealed orders?
Adrian Rogers

5. God will reconfirm His will to us
Acts 10
10::16 This was done three times
times.. And the object was
taken up into heaven again
again..
2 Pet 3:9 but is longsuffering toward us
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6. We must not jump prematurely, but wait
on the Lord
Acts 10
10::17
17,,19 Now while Peter wondered within himself
what this vision which he had seen meant, … 19While
Peter thought about the vision
vision,,
Is 40
40::31 But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their
strength;; they shall mount up with wings like eagles
strength
eagles,, they
shall run and not be weary
weary,, they shall walk and not faint
faint..

“It is not usually wise to make a decision
so long as the perplexity lasts
lasts.. ‘If you don’t
know what to do, don’t do it,’ was the best
advice I ever received at one time of crisis
in my life
life.. Just wait a little while, and the
perplexity will be resolved, and a clear
intimation of the mind of the Spirit will be
given.. Sometimes water run into a glass
given
will be cloudy
cloudy.. If we set down the glass for
a few moments the sediment will sink and
the water become clear
clear.. Waiting will often
clarify the issues
issues.. Many of our mistakes
come from acting out of impatience
impatience..”
John Phillips
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7. God works on both ends of the equation
at the same time
Acts 10
10::17 Now while Peter wondered within himself what
this vision which he had seen meant, behold, the men who
had been sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for
Simon’s house, and stood before the gate
gate..
Rom 11
11::33 Oh
Oh,, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His
judgments and His ways past finding out
out!! 34“For who has
known the mind of the Lord
Lord?
? Or who has become His
counselor?”

God moves in a mysterious way His
wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea And
rides upon the storm.
Deep in unfathomable mines Of never
failing skill
He treasures up His bright designs And
works His sov’reign will.
Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
sense, But
trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence He hides a
William Cowper
smiling face.
face.
(1731
1731--1800)
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His purposes will ripen fast,
fast, Unfolding
every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
taste, But
sweet will be the flow’r
flow’r..
Blind unbelief is sure to err And scan His
work in vain;
God is His own interpreter,
interpreter, And He will
make it plain.
William Cowper
(1731
1731--1800)

8. We must listen intently all through the
process
Acts 10
10::18
18--20 And they called and asked whether Simon,
whose surname was Peter, was lodging there
there.. 19While
Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him,
“Behold, three men are seeking you
you.. 20Arise therefore, go
down and go with them, doubting nothing
nothing;; for I have sent
them..”
them
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9. We must continually test occurrences to
see if they are of God
Acts 10
10::21 Then Peter went down to the men who had been
sent to him from Cornelius, and said, “Yes, I am he whom
you seek
seek.. For what reason have you come?
come?””
Gideon – Judges 6
1 Thess 5:21 Test all things
things;; hold fast what is good
good..
1 Jn 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits, whether they are of God
God;; because many false
prophets have gone out into the world
world..

10. Once confirmed, we must act in faith –
regardless of the difficulties
Acts 10
10::23 Then he invited them in and lodged them
them.. On
the next day Peter went away with them, and some
brethren from Joppa accompanied him
him..
Rom 14
14::23 for whatever is not from faith is sin
sin..
Prov 22
22::12 The eyes of the Lord preserve knowledge
knowledge,, but
He overthrows the words of the faithless
faithless..
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“Faith sees the invisible, believes
the incredible, and receives the
impossible.. Doubt sees the
impossible
obstacles;; faith sees the way
obstacles
way..
Doubt sees the darkest night
night;;
faith sees the day
day.. Doubt dreads
to take a step
step;; faith soars on high
high..
Doubt questions who believes
believes;;
faith answers, ‘I’!” Adrian Rogers
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