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Part 41: A few practical tips for
successful ChristChrist-like living

ACTS 29

the next chapter

“The longer I live the more convinced I
become that life is 10 percent what happens
to us and 90 percent how we respond to it
it.. I
believe the single most significant decision I
can make on a day
day--to
to--day basis is my choice
of attitude
attitude.. It is more important than my past,
my education, my bankroll, my successes or
failures, fame or pain, what other people think
of me or say about me, my circumstances, or
my position
position.. Attitude keeps me going or
cripples my progress
progress.. It alone fuels my fire or
assaults my hope
hope.. When my attitudes are
right, there's no barrier too high, no valley too
deep, no dream too extreme, no challenge too
great for me
me..” Chuck Swindoll
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Acts 9:32
32--35 Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all
parts of the country, that he also came down to the saints
who dwelt in Lydda
Lydda.. 33There he found a certain man named
Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years and was
paralyzed.. 34And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the
paralyzed
Christ heals you
you.. Arise and make your bed
bed..” Then he arose
35
immediately.. So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw
immediately
him and turned to the Lord
Lord..

1. The work of God is bigger than any
one of us.
Acts 9:32
32--35 Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all
parts of the country, that he also came down to the saints who
dwelt in Lydda
Lydda..

Philip had already plowed the ground Peter was now working
(Acts 8)
1 Cor 3:9 For we are God’s fellow workers
workers;; you are God’s
field, you are God’s building
building..
6:1 We then, as workers together with Him also plead with
you not to receive the grace of God in vain
vain..
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2. Ministry should be personal, not corporate
Acts 9:33 There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who
had been bedridden eight years and was paralyzed
paralyzed..
“No matter how large their ministries may
have been, God’s noblest servants have
always taken the time to minister to
individuals.. … The idea of a man of God
individuals
who ministers only to the large crowds is
foreign to Scripture
Scripture.. God expects all
Christians, leaders included, to pour their
lives into others
others..” John MacArthur

3. The apostles were unique to the church
and will not be replaced
Acts 9:34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ
heals you
you.. Arise and make your bed
bed..”
2 Cor 12
12::12 Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished
among you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and
mighty deeds
deeds..
Eph 2:20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
cornerstone,
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4. Jesus is the healer – not the disciple
Acts 9:34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ
heals you
you.. Arise and make your bed
bed..”

The faith of the recipient was immaterial

5. Biblical miracles of healing are
instantaneous and complete
Acts 9:34 … Then he arose immediately.
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“Peter had the gift of healing, one of the
validating gifts of the early church
church.. He
instantly healed this man in the name of
Jesus.. That is how it was with the gift
Jesus
of healing
healing:: Find the most difficult case
case..
Seek him out
out.. Heal him instantly,
beyond
all
shadow
of
doubt,
permanently.. There was no mass
permanently
meeting, no hysteria, no healing of
psychosomatic illness as though it were
the real thing, no stage
stage--managed
effects, and no offerings – just a simple
exercise of a rare and temporary, but
awesome and convincing spiritual gift
gift..”

6. God’s works do not always make
sense to us
• Jesus only healed one person at the pool of
Bethesda
John 5:3 In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind,
lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water
water..

• Peter only healed one man in Lydda
• Why would God raise Tabitha but not Stephen?
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2 Cor 4:8 We are hard
hard--pressed on every side, yet not
crushed;; we are perplexed, but not in despair
crushed
despair;;

Is 55
55::8-9 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts
thoughts,, nor
are your ways My ways,” says the Lord
Lord.. 9“For as the
heavens are higher than the earth
earth,, so are My ways
higher than your ways
ways,, and My thoughts than your
thoughts..
thoughts
Rom 11
11::33
33--34 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are
His judgments and His ways past finding out
out!! 34“For
who has known the mind of the Lord
Lord?
? Or who has
become His counselor?
counselor?””

“Peter and James were both put in prison for
preaching the gospel
gospel.. But James had his
head cut off while Peter was delivered
miraculously out of the same prison
prison.. Did God
love Peter more than he loved James? Peter
preached on the Day of Pentecost
Pentecost.. He stood
up for the Lord Jesus Christ, and 3,000 souls
were saved
saved.. But Stephen preached, and he
got 3,000 stones
stones.. They stoned him to death
death..
If all you see are the works of God, you're
going to be hopelessly confused
confused.. If you don't
have a deeper insight into the ways of God,
you're going to be pushing the panic button
all the time
time.. You will never be able to rest
until you know God intimately
intimately..”
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7. The purpose of miracles is to bring people
to Jesus
Acts 9:35 So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him
and turned to the Lord
Lord..

Acts 9:36
36--43 At Joppa there was a certain disciple named
Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas
Dorcas.. This woman was full of
good works and charitable deeds which she did
did.. 37But it
happened in those days that she became sick and died
died..
When they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room
room..
38And since Lydda was near Joppa, and the disciples had
heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to him,
imploring him not to delay in coming to them
them.. 39Then Peter
arose and went with them
them.. When he had come, they
brought him to the upper room
room.. And all the widows stood by
him weeping, showing the tunics and garments which
Dorcas had made while she was with them
them..

7

6/5/2016

40But

Peter put them all out, and knelt down and prayed
prayed..
And turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise
arise..” And she
opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up
up..
41Then he gave her his hand and lifted her up
up;; and when he
had called the saints and widows, he presented her alive
alive..
42And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many
believed on the Lord
Lord.. 43So it was that he stayed many days
in Joppa with Simon, a tanner
tanner..

8. Believers should be “full of good works”
works”
Acts 9:36 This woman was full of good works and charitable
deeds which she did
did..
Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that
we should walk in them
them..
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Tabitha glorified Christ in her life and in her
death – and second life.
Phil 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain
gain..
Prov 31
31::20 She extends her hand to the poor
poor,, yes
yes,, she
reaches out her hands to the needy
needy..
Js 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the
Father is this
this:: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble,
and to keep oneself unspotted from the world
world..

9. Believers sometimes get sick and die
Acts 9:37 But it happened in those days that she became
sick and died
died..
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Acts 9:39 When he had come, they brought him to the
upper room
room.. And all the widows stood by him weeping,
showing the tunics and garments which Dorcas had made
while she was with them
them..

“Some when they die are no more missed than the
sweepings of a house or the parings of the nails
nails..
But when good people die, there is a general loss
and lamentation
lamentation..” John Trapp, 17th century theologian

10. Believers should be sensitive to the
needs of others
Acts 9:38
38--39 And since Lydda was near Joppa, and the
disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent two men
to him, imploring him not to delay in coming to them
them.. 39Then
Peter arose and went with them
them..
Lk 22
22::32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not
fail;; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your
fail
brethren..”
brethren
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Peter raises Tabitha from the dead.
It is important to remember that Jesus only raised 3
people from the dead.
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11. Believers only accomplish things for God
through prayer and trust
Acts 9:40 But Peter put them all out, and knelt down and
prayed..
prayed
Mt 17
17::21 However, this kind does not go out except by
prayer and fasting
fasting..”
1 Thess 5:17 pray without ceasing,

12. Believers should overcome their
prejudices
Acts 9:43 So it was that he stayed many days in Joppa with
Simon, a tanner.
tanner.
Acts 10
10::34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said
said:: “In truth
I perceive that God shows no partiality
partiality..
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“The longer I live the more convinced I
become that life is 10 percent what happens
to us and 90 percent how we respond to it
it.. I
believe the single most significant decision I
can make on a day
day--to
to--day basis is my choice
of attitude
attitude.. It is more important than my past,
my education, my bankroll, my successes or
failures, fame or pain, what other people think
of me or say about me, my circumstances, or
my position
position.. Attitude keeps me going or
cripples my progress
progress.. It alone fuels my fire or
assaults my hope
hope.. When my attitudes are
right, there's no barrier too high, no valley too
deep, no dream too extreme, no challenge too
great for me
me..” Chuck Swindoll
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