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Part 40: How does a church “really” grow?

Acts 9:29
29--31 And he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord
Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists, but they
attempted to kill him
him.. 30When the brethren found out, they
brought him down to Caesarea and sent him out to Tarsus
Tarsus..
31Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and
Samaria had peace and were edified
edified.. And walking in the
fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they
were multiplied
multiplied..
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1 Pet 3:15 … always be ready to give a defense to
everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you,
with meekness and fear
fear;;

“It is not only the blood of the
martyrs that is the seed of the
church.. God can use times of
church
rest and tranquility as well as
times of rage and tribulation
tribulation.. He
brings His people into green
pastures and beside the still
waters from time to time
time.. He
makes even our enemies to be at
peace with us
us.. … A truce now
seems to have been accepted in
Palestine..
Palestine
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Jews and Christians decided to
leave each other alone
alone.. Judaism
set its sails towards the sunset in
its
stubborn
refusal
to
acknowledge Jesus as Messiah
Messiah..
The church dropped anchor for
the time being before spreading
its sails again in search of new
worlds to win for Christ
Christ..”
John Phillips
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Ecclesia = called out assembly

1 Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple
of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
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Eph 2:19
19--22 Now, therefore, you are no longer
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God,
20having been built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
cornerstone, 21in whom the whole building, being
fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord,
22in whom you also are being built together for a
dwelling place of God in the Spirit
Spirit..

1 Pet 2:5 you also, as living stones, are being built
up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ..
Christ
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How do we grow our church?
Mt 16
16::18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against itit..
1 Cor 3:6-10 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
increase.. 7So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he
increase
who waters, but God who gives the increase
increase.. 8Now he who
plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive
his own reward according to his own labor
labor.. 9For we are God’s
fellow workers
workers;; you are God’s field, you are God’s building
building..
10According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a
wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another
builds on itit.. But let each one take heed how he builds on itit..

1. They were edified
Acts 9:31
31a
a Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee,
and Samaria had peace and were edified
edified..
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How were they edified?
Acts 9:31
31b
b And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the
comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied
multiplied..

By walking –
Col 1:10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing
Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God
God;;
1 Thess 4:1 Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in
the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, just
as you received from us how you ought to walk and to
please God
God;;

“The idea is that of
travelers who are going
to any place, and who
walk in the right path
path..
Christians
are
thus
travelers to another
country, an heavenly
heavenly..”

Albert Barnes
19th century
Presbyterian theologian
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• In the fear of the Lord
Ps 19
19::9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever
forever;; the
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether
altogether..
111:10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom
111:
wisdom;; a
good understanding have all those who do His
commandments..
commandments
Prov 13
13::13 He who despises the word will be destroyed
destroyed,,
but he who fears the commandment will be rewarded
rewarded..

Adam Clarke
18th British Methodist theologian

“Keeping a continually
tender
conscience;;
conscience
abhorring all sin
sin;; having
respect to every Divine
precept;;
precept
dreading
to
offend him from whom the
soul has derived its being
and its blessings
blessings.. Without
this salutary fear of God
there never can be any
circumspect walking
walking..”

8

5/22/2016

• In the comfort of the Holy Spirit
Jn 14
14::16
16--18 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you
another Helper, that He may abide with you forever
forever—
— 17the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees Him nor knows Him
Him;; but you know Him, for He
dwells with you and will be in you
you.. 18I will not leave you
orphans;; I will come to you
orphans
you..

Paraclete = Comforter & Exhorter

Eph 5:18
18--21 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is
dissipation;; but be filled with the Spirit, 19speaking to one
dissipation
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20giving
thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another in the
fear of God
God..
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Adam Clarke
18th British Methodist theologian

“In a consciousness of their
acceptance and union with
God, through his Spirit, by
which solid peace and
happiness are brought into
the soul
soul;; the truly religious
man knowing and feeling
that he is of God, by the
Spirit which is given him
him::
nothing less can be implied
in the comfort of the Holy
Ghost..”
Ghost

2. They were multiplied
Acts 9:31c
9:31c they were multiplied.
“The idea is not merely that of the
numbering of units
units;; it is that of
fullness;; the Church was made to
fullness
abound.. The Church went forth in
abound
abounding power, itself growing and
multiplying because of the two facts of
its life
life:: the master
master--principle of the
Lordship of Jesus, and the power and
comfort of the Holy Spirit
Spirit..”
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2. They were multiplied
Acts 9:31c
9:31c they were multiplied.
“The first part of the verse ends
‘being edified’
edified’;; the second part ends
‘was multiplied
multiplied..’… Consequently if
the Church is to be missionary, she
must be spiritual
spiritual;; and if the Church is
to be spiritual, she must be
missionary..”
missionary

“Therefore,
“Therefore,
though
the
Churches had peace, yet
they were not drunken with
delights and earthly joy, but,
trusting to God’s help, they
were more emboldened to
glorify God
God..”

John Calvin
16th century
French theologian
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“[It was] an excellent
mixture of inward and
outward
peace,
tempered with filial
fear..” John Wesley
fear

“Peter and James were both put in
prison for preaching the gospel
gospel.. But
James had his head cut off while Peter
was delivered miraculously out of the
same prison
prison.. Did God love Peter more
than he loved James? Peter preached
on the Day of Pentecost
Pentecost.. He stood up
for the Lord Jesus Christ, and 3,000
souls were saved
saved.. But Stephen
preached, and he got 3,000 stones
stones..
They stoned him to death
death..

12

5/22/2016

If all you see are the works of God,
you're
going
to
be
hopelessly
confused.. If you don't have a deeper
confused
insight into the ways of God, you're
going to be pushing the panic button all
the time
time.. You will never be able to rest
until you know God intimately
intimately.. To know
God intimately is the way of tranquility
tranquility..
To know God intimately begins with two
things:: time in His Word and time in
things
prayer.. You know God intimately by
prayer
direct dealing with God
God.. You can't know
anyone that you don't spend time with
with..”
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