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ACTS 29

the next chapter

Part 39: What true repentance looks like
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Ps 34
34::12
12,,14 Who is the man who desires life
life,, and
loves many days, that he may see good
good?
? …
14Depart from evil and do good
good;;

2 Cor 7:10 For godly sorrow produces repentance
leading to salvation
salvation,,
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2 Pet 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning His
promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should
perish but that all should come to repentance
repentance..

Mt 3:8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance
repentance,,
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Acts 26
26::20 but declared first to those in Damascus and in
Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and then
to the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do
works befitting repentance
repentance..

Acts 9:17
17--30 And Ananias went his way and
entered the house
house;; and laying his hands on him he
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared
to you on the road as you came, has sent me that
you may receive your sight and be filled with the
Holy Spirit
Spirit..”
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1. A new faith
Acts 9:18
18--19
19a
a Immediately there fell from his eyes
something like scales, and he received his sight at once
once;;
19
and he arose and was baptized
baptized.. So when he had received
food, he was strengthened
strengthened..

2. A new family
Acts 9:19
19b
b Then Saul spent some days with the disciples at
Damascus..
Damascus
1 Jn 3:14 We know that we have passed from death to life,
because we love the brethren
brethren..
Ps 1:1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of
the ungodly
ungodly,, nor stands in the path of sinners
sinners,, nor sits in the
seat of the scornful
scornful;;
Ps 119
119::63 I am a companion of all who fear You
You,, and of
those who keep Your precepts
precepts..
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“Saul is no sooner
changed,
but
he
changeth his company
and acquaintance
acquaintance;;”
Matthew Poole
17th century
English Separatist theologian

“What a tremendous experience
it must have been for this former
predator from the wolf tribe of
Benjamin to sit down with the
sheep.. And what an experience
sheep
for them!” John Phillips

6

5/15/2016

Adam Clarke

“Without the communion of
saints, who is likely to
make
a
steady
and
consistent Christian
Christian;; even
though
his
conversion
should have been the most
sincere and the most
remarkable?”
remarkable
?”

18th British Methodist theologian

“A professing Christian
who
prefers
the
company of the people
of the world is probably
still one of them
them..”
John MacArthur
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3. A new focus
Acts 9:20
20--22 Immediately he preached the Christ in the
synagogues, that He is the Son of God
God.. 21Then all who heard
were amazed, and said, “Is this not he who destroyed those
who called on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here
for that purpose, so that he might bring them bound to the
chief priests?” 22But Saul increased all the more in strength,
and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving
that this Jesus is the Christ
Christ..

1 Cor 9:16 … woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!
Gal 1:15
15--17 But when it pleased God, who separated me
from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace,
16to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among
the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and
blood, 17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were
apostles before me
me;; but I went to Arabia, and returned
again to Damascus
Damascus..
2 Cor 5:18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled
us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation,
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“When we preach, what happens? Littler
or nothing, all too often
often.. What difference
does it make to the tavern keepers, to the
dens of vice, to places where vileness
parades itself brazenly and unashamed?
What difference does it make to
corruption and graft in City Hall? What
difference does it make to the propagators
of false religion? What stir do we cause
in the halls of learning where godless
humanism is taught with arrogance and
pride? Too often it makes no difference
difference..
But when Paul went into a city he could
not be ignored
ignored..” John Phillips

4. A new fight
Acts 9:23
23--25 Now after many days were past, the Jews
plotted to kill him
him.. 24But their plot became known to Saul
Saul..
And they watched the gates day and night, to kill him
him..
25Then the disciples took him by night and let him down
through the wall in a large basket
basket..

9

5/15/2016

1 Cor 9:26 Thus I fight
fight:: not as one who beats the air
air..
1 Tim 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal
life, to which you were also called and have confessed the
good confession in the presence of many witnesses
witnesses..
2 Tim 2:3-4 You therefore must endure hardship as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ
Christ.. 4No one engaged in warfare
entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may
please him who enlisted him as a soldier
soldier..
2 Tim 4:7 I have fought the good fight,

5. A new friend
Acts 9:26
26--28 And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he
tried to join the disciples
disciples;; but they were all afraid of him, and
did not believe that he was a disciple
disciple.. 27But Barnabas took
him and brought him to the apostles
apostles.. And he declared to
them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He
had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at
Damascus in the name of Jesus
Jesus.. 28So he was with them at
Jerusalem, coming in and going out
out..

Barnabas = son of encouragement (Acts 4:36)
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“Try whom you mean to
trust..
trust
Paul
was
somewhile a probationer
ere
he
could
be
admitted..”
admitted
John Trapp, 17th century
Anglican theologian

“The primitive churches were very careful
in the admission of persons into fellowship
with them
them;; … so they would not admit any
among them but such as they looked upon
to be the true disciples of Christ
Christ:: and this
is a method worthy of imitation
imitation;; and such
persons who, before a profession of
religion, have been either very scandalous
in their lives and conversations, or
notorious enemies to Christ and his
Gospel, ought to be thoroughly examined
into, and full satisfaction obtained
concerning them, ere they be received into
the bosom of the church
church..”

John Gill
17th

century English
Baptist pastor
Bible scholar
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6. A new fervency
Acts 9:29
29--30 And he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord
Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists, but they
attempted to kill him
him.. 30When the brethren found out, they
brought him down to Caesarea and sent him out to Tarsus
Tarsus..
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Lk 22
22::15
15--16 Then He said to them, “With fervent desire I
have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer
suffer;;
16for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in
the kingdom of God
God..”

Rom 12
12::11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving
the Lord
Lord;;

13

5/15/2016

Js 5:16 The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man
avails much
much..

Heb 12
12::2 … let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which
so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us
us,,
Heb 10
10::36 For you have need of endurance, so that after
you have done the will of God, you may receive the
promise::
promise
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Liberty
Church
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