5/8/2016

Part 38: No small matter

G. Campbell Morgan had 5
sons
who
were
all
preachers.. It said that one
preachers
day, the sons were asked
who was the best preacher
in the Morgan family
family.. The
five sons pointed at their
father.. G. Campbell quickly
father
rejected the title and said,
“The best preacher in our
family is Mrs
Mrs.. Campbell
Campbell..”
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The butterfly effect refers to a
concept that small causes can have
large effects
effects..

Edward Lorenz
20th century mathematician
meteorologist, and pioneer of
meteorologist,
chaos theory

The effect postulates the idea that
the flapping of a butterfly's wings in
Brazil might create tiny changes in
the atmosphere that could ultimately
cause a tornado in Oklahoma
Oklahoma.. The
butterfly does not power or directly
create the tornado, but the flap of
the wings is a part of the initial
conditions..
conditions
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Acts 9:10
10--17 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus
named Ananias
Ananias;; and to him the Lord said in a vision,
“Ananias..” And he said, “Here I am, Lord
“Ananias
Lord..” 11So the Lord
said to him, “Arise and go to the street called Straight, and
inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus,
for behold, he is praying
praying.. 12And in a vision he has seen a
man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him,
so that he might receive his sight
sight..” 13Then Ananias
answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man,
how much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem
Jerusalem..
14And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all
who call on Your name
name..”

the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of
Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the
children of Israel
Israel.. 16For I will show him how many things he
must suffer for My name’s sake
sake..” 17And Ananias went his
way and entered the house
house;; and laying his hands on him he
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus
Jesus,, who appeared to you on
the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit
Spirit..”
15But
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1. Ananias’ brief appearance in
Scripture is no small matter.
“God has His servants everywhere
everywhere.. Here at
Damascus was a quiet, unsung believer of
whom we would never have heard had it not
been for this incident
incident;; he was to step on stage,
say his few lines, do his tiny act in connection
with the whole mighty drama, and go offstage
never to be heard of again
again.. But the Lord knew
all about him
him:: knew his name and address,
knew his humble faith and secret fear
fear.. God
knew how to speak to him
him..” John Phillips

“When this man Saul was to
be dealt with, and his face
set toward the line of his life
life-work, and when he was to be
brought into the reception of
all those spiritual forces
which
were
necessary
thereto,
the
instrument
employed by God was an
obscure man
man..”
G. Campbell Morgan

4

5/8/2016

2. Ananias’ service in the Damascus
church was no small matter.
Acts 22
22::12 “Then a certain Ananias, a devout man
according to the law, having a good testimony with
all the Jews who dwelt there,

3. The Lord’s request of Ananias was no
small matter.
Acts 9:11 So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go to the street
called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one
called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying
praying.. 12And in a
vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and
putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his sight
sight..”
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“God has no stillborn children
children;;
as soon as any are quickened
by his grace, they cry unto him
him;;
prayer is the breath of a
regenerate man, and shows him
to be alive
alive.. He who before was
breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against the disciples
of Christ, now breathes after
communion with Christ and
them..”
them

John Gill
17th

century English
Baptist pastor
Bible scholar

Acts 9:13 Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have
heard from many about this man, how much harm
he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem
Jerusalem.. 14And
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind
all who call on Your name
name..”
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“Since the word from the believers
in Jerusalem had arrived before
Saul, the church at Damascus knew
he was coming and why
why.. So
Ananias said in effect, ‘Lord, do You
know what You are asking?’ The
request no doubt appeared to him
to be suicidal
suicidal.. His life was at stake,
and so was the ministry he had in
the church
church.. He was asking if the
Lord really meant to end both
both..”
John MacArthur

“It is astonishing how patient
God is with us
us.. Here we have
Ananias
questioning
his
commission by telling God that
he had heard terrible things
about Saul – as though God did
not know all about that! Often
we argue with God as though
we know better than He
He.. And
God patiently lets us do it!”
John Phillips
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4. Saul’s burden was no small matter.
Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen
vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and
the children of Israel
Israel.. 16For I will show him how many things
he must suffer for My name’s sake
sake..”

God chooses who He will
Gal 1:1 Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but
through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him
from the dead),
Col 1:25 of which I became a minister according to the
stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to
fulfill the word of God,
1 Cor 12
12::11 But one and the same Spirit works all these
things, distributing to each one individually as He wills
wills..
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“Ananias had no need to worry about Saul’s making the
saints to suffer
suffer.. From now on, Saul would do the suffering
suffering..
He would take upon himself the care of all the churches and
repay a thousand times in his own suffering all the pain and
woe he had inflicted on the people of God
God.. And to his dying
day he would carry in his breast a great remorse for all he
had done to the infant Jewish church
church..” John Phillips

2 Cor 11
11::29 … in labors more abundant, in stripes above
measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often
often..
24From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus
one.. 25Three times I was beaten with rods
one
rods;; once I was
stoned;; three times I was shipwrecked
stoned
shipwrecked;; a night and a day I
have been in the deep
deep;; 26in journeys often, in perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen,
in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false
brethren;; 27in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in
brethren
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness—
nakedness
— 28besides the other things, what comes upon
me daily
daily:: my deep concern for all the churches
churches..
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2 Cor 12
12::7-10 And lest I should be exalted above measure
by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was
given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be
exalted above measure
measure.. 8Concerning this thing I pleaded
with the Lord three times that it might depart from me
me.. 9And
He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness
weakness..” Therefore most
gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me
me.. 10Therefore I take pleasure in
infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in
distresses, for Christ’s sake
sake.. For when I am weak, then I am
strong..
strong

5. Ananias’ willingness to call Saul
“brother” was no small matter.
Acts 9:17 And Ananias went his way and entered the house
house;;
and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord
Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has
sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with
the Holy Spirit
Spirit..”
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“Ananias’s greeting is striking
striking::
‘Brother Saul
Saul..’ He could have
said this as a fellow Jew, but it
was surely as a brother in Christ
that Ananias greeted Paul
Paul..
Something of a ‘conversion’ had
taken place in his own heart
through his vision of the Lord, so
that now he could receive as a
fellow disciple the one whom he
so shortly before had feared and
distrusted..”
distrusted

John B. Polhill
professor of New Testament
Southern Baptist Theological
Louisville, Kentucky

“It is certain that the influence
of the first things Ananias
said to Saul, and the first
things he did for Saul,
permeated all the writings of
Paul, and had a bearing on
all him missionary endeavor
endeavor..”
G. Campbell Morgan
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Acts 22
22::14
14--16 Then he said, ‘The God of our
fathers has chosen you that you should know His
will, and see the Just One, and hear the voice of
His mouth
mouth.. 15For you will be His witness to all men
of what you have seen and heard
heard.. 16And now why
are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord
Lord..’

1 Cor 4:1 Let a man so consider us, as
servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God
God..
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Lord of every thought and action
Lord to send and Lord to stay;
Lord in speaking, writing, giving,
Lord in all things to obey.
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