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Part 35: Faith that will not save

Js 2:19 You believe
that there is one
God.. You do well
God
well..
Even the demons
believe—
believe
—and
tremble!
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Acts 8:5-8,12 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria
and preached Christ to them
them.. 6And the multitudes with one
accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and
seeing the miracles which he did
did.. 7For unclean spirits, crying
with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed
possessed;;
and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed
healed.. 8And
there was great joy in that city
city.. … 12But when they believed
Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of
God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women
were baptized
baptized..
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Signs of “true” Gospel ministry:
1. Preach Christ
2. People are converted
3. Power is released
4. Peace and joy prevail

Unfortunately, there are
always those who either
do not understand the
Gospel message or who
want to intentionally
pervert it
it..
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Unfortunately, there are
always those who either
do not understand the
Gospel message or who
want to intentionally
pervert it
it..

Acts 8:9-24 But there was a
certain man called Simon,
who previously practiced
sorcery in the city and
astonished the people of
Samaria, claiming that he
was someone great, 10to
whom they all gave heed,
from the least to the greatest,
saying, “This man is the great
power of God
God..” 11And they
heeded him because he had
astonished them with his
sorceries for a long time
time.. …
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13Then

Simon himself also
believed;; and when he was
believed
baptized he continued with
Philip, and was amazed,
seeing the miracles and
signs which were done
done..
18And when Simon saw that
through the laying on of the
apostles’ hands the Holy
Spirit was given, he offered
them money, 19saying, “Give
me this power also, that
anyone on whom I lay hands
may receive the Holy Spirit
Spirit..”

Peter said to him, “Your
money perish with you,
because you thought that the
gift of God could be
purchased with money! 21You
have neither part nor portion
in this matter, for your heart is
not right in the sight of God
God..
22Repent therefore of this
your wickedness, and pray
God if perhaps the thought of
your heart may be forgiven
you..
you
20But
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23For

I see that you are
poisoned by bitterness and
bound by iniquity
iniquity..” 24Then
Simon answered and said,
“Pray to the Lord for me, that
none of the things which you
have spoken may come upon
me..”
me

1. Simon was spiritual
Acts 8:9-24 But there was a certain
man called Simon, who previously
practiced sorcery in the city and
astonished the people of Samaria,
claiming that he was someone great,
10to whom they all gave heed, from the
least to the greatest, saying, “This man
is the great power of God
God..” 11And they
heeded him because he had astonished
them with his sorceries for a long time
time..
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“This is an unhappy translation
translation..
The Greek means merely that
he ‘astonished’ or amazed the
people, or ‘confounded’ their
judgment..
judgment
The
idea
of
‘bewitching’ them is not in the
original..”
original
Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Whole Bible

Albert Barnes
19th century
Presbyterian theologian

“Nothing is any more pitiful than the delusions which blind
whole cities and populations of mankind
mankind.. Simon was an
unqualified fraud
fraud;; but, until the coming of the gospel, his evil
influence dominated the whole city, ‘from the least to the
greatest..’ Nor does modern man have any right to despise
greatest
the Samaritans for their gullibility, because there are many
examples in our own times and cities of charlatans and
deceivers receiving the adulation of their duped followers
followers.. It
is only the word of God that ‘makes wise the simple
simple,’
,’ ‘opens
the eyes of the blind
blind,’
,’ and provides a ‘lamp unto our feet
feet..’ In
direct proportion, therefore, as men are ignorant of the word
of God, they become the prey of deceivers
deceivers..”
James Burton, Coffman's Commentaries on the Bible

7

4/17/2016

2. Simon was sympathetic to
the Gospel
Acts 8:13 Then Simon himself also
believed;; and when he was baptized he
believed
continued with Philip,
Heb 6:4-6 For it is impossible for those who
were once enlightened, and have tasted
the heavenly gift, and have become
partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5and have
tasted the good word of God and the
powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall
away, to renew them again to repentance,

“It is one thing to
believe in God
God;; it is
quite
another
to
believe God
God..”
R.C. Sproul
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3. Simon was stirred by
God’s power
Acts 8:13 and was amazed, seeing the
miracles and signs which were done
done..

4. Simon was self
self--centered
Acts 8:18 And when Simon saw that
through the laying on of the apostles’
hands the Holy Spirit was given, he
offered them money, 19saying, “Give me
this power also, that anyone on whom I
lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit
Spirit..”

Lk 9:23 Then He said to them all, “If
anyone desires to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily
daily,,
and follow Me
Me..
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Lk 14
14::27
27,,33 And whoever does not
bear his cross and come after Me
cannot be My disciple
disciple.. … 33So
likewise, whoever of you does not
forsake all that he has cannot be My
disciple..
disciple

5. Simon was shameless
Acts 8:20 But Peter said to him, “Your
money perish with you, because you
thought that the gift of God could be
purchased with money
money!!

Phil 3:18
18--19 For many walk, of whom I
have told you often, and now tell you
even weeping, that they are the
enemies of the cross of Christ
Christ:: 19whose
end is destruction, whose god is their
belly, and whose glory is in their shame
– who set their mind on earthly things
things..
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“He treated the two apostles
as though they were fellow
practitioners of magic, and
was ready to negotiate the
price to buy the secret of their
power.. By this act, Simon
power
gave his name to the term
‘simony,’ which through history
has referred to the buying and
selling
of
ecclesiastical
offices..” John MacArthur
offices

Is 55
55::1 “Ho! Everyone who thirsts
thirsts,, come to the
waters;; and you who have no money
waters
money,, come
come,, buy and
eat.. Yes
eat
Yes,, come, buy wine and milk without money
and without price
price..
Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord
Lord..
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“How can we pay a ‘price’ to God? All that ‘we’ can give,
the silver, and the gold, and the cattle on a thousand hills,
belong to him already
already.. We have ‘nothing’ which we can
present for his favors
favors.. And yet there are many who seek to
‘purchase’ the favor of God
God.. Some do it by alms and
prayers;; some by penance and fasting
prayers
fasting;; some by attempting
to make their own hearts better, and by self
self--righteousness
righteousness;;
and some by penitence and tears
tears.. All these will not
‘purchase’ his favor
favor.. Salvation, like every other blessing,
will be ‘his gift’
gift’;; and if ever received, we must be willing to
accept it on his own terms
terms;; at his own time
time;; in his own way
way..
We are without merit
merit;; and if saved, it will be by the
sovereign grace of God
God..” Albert Barnes Commentary on the Bible

6. Simon was a sinner
Acts 8:21
21--22 You have neither part nor
portion in this matter, for your heart is
not right in the sight of God
God.. 22Repent
therefore of this your wickedness, and
pray God if perhaps the thought of your
heart may be forgiven you
you.. 23For I see
that you are poisoned by bitterness and
bound by iniquity
iniquity..”
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Acts 8:24 Then Simon answered and
said, “Pray to the Lord for me, that none
of the things which you have spoken
may come upon me
me..”
Lk 18
18::13
13--14 And the tax collector,
standing afar off, would not so much as
raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a
sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down
to his house justified rather than the
other;; for everyone who exalts himself
other
will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted
exalted..”

Acts 24
24::25 Now as he reasoned about
righteousness, self
self--control, and the
judgment to come, Felix was afraid
[trembled, KJV] and answered, “Go
away for now
now;; when I have a convenient
time I will call for you
you..”
Acts 26
26::28
28--29 Then Agrippa said to
Paul, “You almost persuade me to
become a Christian
Christian..” 29And Paul said, “I
would to God that not only you, but also
all who hear me today, might become
both almost and altogether such as I
am, except for these chains
chains..”
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2 Cor 7:9-10 Now I rejoice, not that
you were made sorry, but that your
sorrow led to repentance
repentance.. For you
were made sorry in a godly manner,
that you might suffer loss from us in
nothing.. 10For godly sorrow produces
nothing
repentance leading to salvation, not
to be regretted
regretted;; but the sorrow of the
world produces death
death..

Wrong view of self
Wrong view of salvation
Wrong view of the Spirit
Wrong view of sin
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Matt 7:21
21--23 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of My Father in heaven
heaven.. 22Many will say
to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and
done many wonders in Your name?’ 23And then I will
declare to them, ‘I never knew you
you;; depart from Me,
you who practice lawlessness!’

1 Jn 1:6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth
truth..
1 Jn 1:8,10 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us
us.. … 10If we say that we
have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in
us..
us
1 Jn 2:4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him
him..
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1 Jn 2:11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and
walks in darkness
1 Jn 2:15 If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him
him..
1 Jn 3:8-9 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has
sinned from the beginning
beginning.. For this purpose the Son of God
was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the
devil.. 9Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His
devil
seed remains in him
him;; and he cannot sin, because he has
been born of God
God..

2 Cor 13
13::5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the
faith.. Test yourselves
faith
yourselves.. Do you not know yourselves, that
Jesus Christ is in you? – unless indeed you are disqualified
disqualified..
• Was there a time when I remember giving my life to
Christ?
• Did this experience have a lasting impact?
• How do I feel about sin – can I sin and get away with it?
• Do I love the things of God (Bible, prayer, worship, etc
etc..)
and prove it by the priority I give them in my life?
• Do I love the people of God and prove it by the priority I
give them in my life?
• Do I make a real effort to share my faith to others?
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