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Part 34: “In mysterious ways”
ACTS 29
the next chapter
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Acts 7:58 And the witnesses
laid down their clothes at the
feet of a young man named
Saul..
Saul

God moves in mysterious ways
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.
storm.
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He suffered from severe
manic depression and was
so tormented, he tried to
commit suicide 3 times
times..
He was institutionalized in
an insane asylum and while
there, came to know Christ
Christ..
William Cowper
(1731
1731--1800)

Acts 8:1-4 Now Saul was consenting to his death
death.. At that
time a great persecution arose against the church which
was at Jerusalem
Jerusalem;; and they were all scattered throughout
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles
apostles..
2And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made
great lamentation over him
him.. 3As for Saul, he made havoc of
the church, entering every house, and dragging off men
and women, committing them to prison
prison.. 4Therefore those
who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word
word..
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“Consenting to evil is as bad as committing it
it.. Saul was too
refined to stand there throwing stones, but not too refined
to hold the coats of those who did
did.. His religion was of the
same brand as Cain’s, whose convictions were too refined
to slay a lamb but not too refined to assassinate Able
Able..
Religion without the Holy Spirit is the cruelest force in the
world.. It bears the imprimatur of its father, the Devil, the
world
old serpent, he who was a liar and a murderer from the
beginning..” John Phillips
beginning

1. An execution
1a,, 3 – The blindness and bitterness of religion
1a
Acts 8:1a,
a,3
3 Now Saul was consenting to his death
death.. At that
time a great persecution arose against the church which
was at Jerusalem
Jerusalem;; … 3As for Saul, he made havoc of the
church, entering every house, and dragging off men and
women, committing them to prison
prison..
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Religion vs. Redemption
Religion blinds – redemption illuminates
Religion hardens – redemption softens
Religion enflames – redemption inspires

1 Tim 1:13
13--14 And I thank Christ
Jesus our Lord who has enabled me,
because He counted me faithful,
putting me into the ministry,
13although
I was formerly a
blasphemer, a persecutor, and an
insolent man
man;; but I obtained mercy
because I did it ignorantly in unbelief
unbelief..

5

4/10/2016

Gal 1:21
21--24 Afterward I went into the
regions of Syria and Cilicia
Cilicia.. 22And I
was unknown by face to the churches
of Judea which were in Christ
Christ.. 23But
they were hearing only, “He who
formerly persecuted us now preaches
the faith which he once tried to
destroy..” 24And they glorified God in
destroy
me..
me

“After thirty years of Christian
experience, thirty years of
fellowship with the risen Lord,
Paul looked back to what he was
in the old days
days..”
G. Campbell Morgan
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2. An explosion
Acts 8:1b and they were all scattered throughout the regions
of Judea and Samaria
Samaria,,
Acts 1:8 … and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth
earth..”

All that Satan accomplished by persecuting the
church in this fashion was to scatter the embers of
the Gospel far and wide causing new fires to spring
up all over the known world at that time
time..
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3. An exception
The Apostles stayed in Jerusalem
Acts 8:1-4 and they were all scattered throughout the
regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles
apostles..

4. An extension
Acts 8:4 Therefore those who were scattered went
everywhere preaching the word
word..

“Prudence might advise them
to be scattered, but nothing
could advise them to be
silent..”
silent
John Phillips
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God often works in ways we would
not expect:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Moses
Gideon
David and Goliath
Jesus’ choice of disciples
The choice of Saul to become the Apostle Paul
The death of the Son of God to defeat Satan,
sin, death and to redeem the lost

Is 55
55::8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your
ways, My ways,” says the Lord
Lord.. “For as the heavens are
higher then the earth, so are My ways higher than your
ways and My thoughts than your thoughts
thoughts..”
Ps 76
76::10 Surely the wrath of man shall praise You
Gen 50
50::20 But as for you, you meant evil against me;
me; but
God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this
day, to save many people alive
alive..
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1 Cor 1:26
26--29 For you see your calling, brethren, that not
many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble, are called
called.. 27But God has chosen the foolish
things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has
chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the
things which are mighty
mighty;; 28and the base things of the world
and the things which are despised God has chosen, and
the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that
are, 29that no flesh should glory in His presence
presence..

2 Cor 4:16
16--18 Therefore we do not lose heart
heart.. Even though
our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being
renewed day by day
day.. 17For our light affliction, which is but
for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory, 18while we do not look at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen
seen.. For
the things which are seen are temporary, but the things
which are not seen are eternal
eternal..
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