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Part 33: “The Dangers of a Hardened
Heart and a Seared Conscience”
Conscience”

ACTS 29

the next chapter
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Acts 6:51
51--54 “You stiff
stiff--necked and uncircumcised in heart
and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit
Spirit;; as your fathers
52
did, so do you
you.. Which of the prophets did your fathers not
persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming
of the Just One, of whom you now have become the
betrayers and murderers, 53who have received the law by
the direction of angels and have not kept itit..” 54When they
heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they
gnashed at him with their teeth
teeth..

What is
stiff--necked ?
stiff
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• stiff
stiff--necked
• uncircumcised in heart and ears
• resisting the Holy Spirit
2 Tim 3:8 Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so
do these also resist the truth
truth:: men of corrupt minds,
disapproved concerning the faith
faith;;
Eph 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption
redemption..
• resisted/killed the prophets as their fathers (Lk 11:41
11:41--47)
• received the law by divine inspiration but did not kept it
• were cut to the heart

2 Chron 30
30::8 King Hezekiah said, “Now do not be stiff
stiff-necked, as your fathers were, but yield yourselves to the
Lord;; and enter His sanctuary, which He has sanctified
Lord
forever, and serve the Lord your God, that the fierceness of
His wrath may turn away from you
you..”
Jer 17
17::23 But they did not obey nor incline their ear, but
made their neck stiff, that they might not hear nor receive
instruction..
instruction
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1. The purpose of the conscience
Rom 1:19 because what may be known of God is manifest
in them, for God has shown it to them
them..
2:15 who show the work of the law written in their hearts,
their conscience also bearing witness, and between
themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them)

2. The perverting of the conscience
1 Tim 4:2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own
conscience seared with a hot iron,
Eph 4:18
18--19 having their understanding darkened, being
alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance
that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart
heart;;
19who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to
lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness
greediness..
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“There is more hope of
a sore, than of a
seared, conscience, a
dead
and
dedolent
disposition ”
John Trapp, 17th century
Anglican theologian

3. The process of
searing/hardening
• Pharaoh hardened his heart:
Ex 7:13,22, 8:15,32, 9:7,34
• The Lord hardened
Pharaoh’s heart: Ex 9:12,
10:1
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“He [Pharaoh] having
often, and so long
hardened his own heart,
God gave him up to
judicial hardness of
heart,, … ”
heart
John Gill
17th

century English
Baptist pastor, Bible scholar
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Rom 1:24 Therefore God also
gave them up to uncleanness,
Rom 1:26 For this reason God
gave them up to vile passions
passions..
Rom 1:28 God gave them over
to a debased mind,

Is 6:9-10 And He said, “Go, and tell this people
people:: ‘Keep on
hearing, but do not understand
understand;; keep on seeing, but do not
10
perceive..’ “Make the heart of this people dull
perceive
dull,, and their
ears heavy
heavy,, and shut their eyes
eyes;; lest they see with their
eyes,, and hear with their ears
eyes
ears,, and understand with their
heart,, and return and be healed
heart
healed..” (Jn 12
12::39
39--40
40))
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4. The product of a seared/hardened
conscience
Titus 1:15 To the pure all things are pure, but to those who
are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure
pure;; but even their
16
mind and conscience are defiled
defiled..
They profess to know
God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable,
disobedient, and disqualified for every good work
work..
2 Tim 3:5 having a form of godliness but denying its power
power..
And from such people turn away!
Mt 19
19::8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness
of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives,

We cannot afford to provoke God to anger
anger:: Deut 4:25
Ex 23
23::21 – the angel who led the Israelites
Mk 3:5 And when He had looked around at them with anger,
being grieved by the hardness of their hearts,
Prov 29
29::1 He who is often rebuked, and hardens his neck
neck,,
will suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy
remedy..
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Heb 3:13
13--15 lest any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin
sin.. 14For we have become partakers of Christ
if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the
end, 15while it is said
said:: “Today, if you will hear His voice
voice,, do not
harden your hearts as in the rebellion
rebellion..”
Rom 2:5 But in accordance with your hardness and your
impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,

Sir Walter Scott
(1771-1832)
(1771Scottish historical novelist,
playwright,, & poet
playwright

“I thought there was
neither a God nor a hell
hell..
Now I know and feel that
there are both, and I am
doomed to perdition by
the just judgment of the
Almighty..”
Almighty
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“I am suffering the
pangs
of
the
damned..”
damned
Charles Talleyrand
1754–
1754
–1838

French statesman

Voltaire
Unbeliever, skeptic,
anti--Christian author
anti
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“O Christ, O Lord Jesus. I must die
abandoned by God and man.”

The stoning of Stephen…Acts 7
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Acts 7:58 And the witnesses
laid down their clothes at the
feet of a young man named
Saul..
Saul

“Paul never forgot it
it;; nor
could he ever erase from
his memory the sorrow of
that tragic day when the
first martyr of the Christian
religion sealed his faith with
his blood
blood..”
James Burton Coffman, 20th century
preacher, teacher, author
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How “pliable” is your conscience/heart?
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