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Part 31: “What a deacon looks like”

ACTS 29
the next chapter

“The church is neither a highly contrived corporation nor a
loose commune, but an organism
organism.. It has both an organic
unity and an operative life principle, since all members are
connected to its living Head, the Lord Jesus Christ
Christ.. Yet just
as living organisms require structure and organization to
function, so does the church
church..” Biblical church organization
always responds to needs and to what the Spirit is already
doing.. To organize a program and then expect the Hoy
doing
Spirit to get involved in it is to put the cart before the horse
horse..
We dare not try to force the Spirit to fit our mold
mold..
Organization is never an end in itself but only a means to
facilitate what the Lord is doing in His church
church..”
John MacArthur
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“They gave them the criterion by
which their choice should be
directed;; not any man, not every
directed
man, not their nearest relative, or
best beloved friend
friend;; but such as
were of honest report, whose
public character was known to be
unblemished;; and men who were
unblemished
full of the Holy Ghost, the influence
of which would keep all right within,
and direct their hearts into all truth
truth;;
and men who were known to be
men of prudence and economy, for
not every good and pious man may
be proper for such a work
work..”

Acts 6:8-15 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great
wonders and signs among the people
people.. 9Then there arose some
from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians
Cyrenians,,
Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and Asia), disputing with
Stephen.. 10And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the
Stephen
Spirit by which he spoke
spoke.. 11Then they secretly induced men to
say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against
Moses and God
God..” 12And they stirred up the people, the elders,
and the scribes
scribes;; and they came upon him, seized him, and
brought him to the council
council.. 13They also set up false witnesses
who said, “This man does not cease to speak blasphemous
words against this holy place and the law
law;; 14for we have heard
him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and
change the customs which Moses delivered to us
us..” 15And all who
sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the
face of an angel
angel..
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Formal belief
vs..
vs
dynamic faith

Stephen’s ministry was
relatively short and
seemingly unfruitful
1 Cor 3:6-8 I planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the
increase.. 7So then neither he
increase
who plants is anything, nor he
who waters, but God who gives
the increase
increase.. 8Now he who plants
and he who waters are one, and
each one will receive his own
reward according to his own
labor..
labor
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“But those who have died
for the truth were not made
martyrs by their dying
dying;; they
died because they were
already martyrs
martyrs.. … No
hurricane of persecution
ever creates martyrs
martyrs;; it
reveals them
them..
Stephen
was a martyr before they
stoned him
him..”
G. Campbell
Morgan

So, what does a deacon look like?
1 Tim 3:8-13 Likewise deacons must be reverent, not
double--tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for
double
money, 9holding the mystery of the faith with a pure
conscience.. 10But let these also first be tested
conscience
tested;; then let
them serve as deacons, being found blameless
blameless.. 11Likewise,
their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate,
faithful in all things
things.. 12Let deacons be the husbands of one
wife, ruling their children and their own houses well
well.. 13For
those who have served well as deacons obtain for
themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith
which is in Christ Jesus
Jesus..
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1. Stephen’s Character
Acts 6:5,8 And the saying pleased the whole multitude
multitude.. And
they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit
… 8And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders
and signs among the people
people..

Stephen was:
•
•
•
•

Full of faith
Full of the Holy Spirit
Full of grace
Full of power

• Full of faith
“Many Christians today cannot be described as
full of faith
faith.. Like the father of the demon
demon-possessed boy healed by Jesus, their cry is, “I
do believe
believe;; help my unbelief
unbelief..” While trusting
God for their eternal destiny, they find it difficult
to trust Him with the concerns of their everyday
life.. Stephen, however, was not like that
life
that.. He
trusted God fully and concentrated on doing
what God wanted him to do
do..
The
consequences he gladly left in God’s hands
hands..”
John MacArthur
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•
•
•
•

Full of faith
Full of the Holy Spirit
Full of grace
Full of power

Being full of faith and the Holy Spirit reflect the
Godly side of character
character..
Being full of grace and power reflect the man
man-ward side of character
character..

Trust and obey
For there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus
But to trust and obey
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2. Stephen’s Courage
Acts 6:10
10--14 And they were not able to resist the wisdom
and the Spirit by which he spoke
spoke.. Then they secretly
induced men to say, “We have heard him speak
blasphemous words against Moses and God
God..” 12And they
stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes
scribes;; and they
came upon him, seized him, and brought him to the council
council..
13They also set up false witnesses who said, “This man does
not cease to speak blasphemous words against this holy
place and the law
law;; 14for we have heard him say that this
Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the
customs which Moses delivered to us
us..”

“Stephen was popular when he healed the sick
and performed signs and wonders
wonders.. But like the
fickle crowd that turned on Jesus so soon after
hailing Him as the messiah, these people were
swayed to change their minds and attack the
preacher.. There is fine line between hearing the
preacher
gospel and hatred of the gospel – the line of
apostasy.. Those who cross it often turn violent
apostasy
violent..”
John MacArthur
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They stirred up men to offer false testimony – it
was Jesus’ trial all over again
again..
Ultimately, it was not Stephen, but the Sanhedrin
on trial that day
day..
They had rejected the Son of God, now the Jews
were rejecting the Spirit of God
God..

Acts 7:51
51--53 “You stiff
stiff--necked and uncircumcised
in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit
Spirit;;
52
as your fathers did, so do you
you.. Which of the
prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they
killed those who foretold the coming of the Just
One, of whom you now have become the betrayers
and murderers, 53who have received the law by the
direction of angels and have not kept itit..”
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3. Stephens’ Countenance
In the face of these accusations, the Sanhedrin
turned to look in the face of Stephen
• Moses’ face shone at Sinai
Sinai:: Ex 34
34::27
27--35
• Jesus’ face shone at His transfiguration
transfiguration::
9:29

Adam Clarke
18th century
British Methodist theologian

Lk

“It appears that the light and
power of God which dwelt in his
soul shone through his face, and
God gave them this proof of the
falsity of the testimony which was
now before them
them;; for, as the face
of Stephen now shone as the
face of Moses did when he came
down from the mount, it was the
fullest proof that he had not
spoken blasphemous words
either against Moses or God,
else this splendor of heaven had
not rested upon him
him..”
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“As the face of Moses had shone
with the light of another world
when he came down from the
Mount, so now the face of Stephen
shone.. It was not hate they saw
shone
there, nor horror, but heaven
heaven.. The
sight of that angelic face must
have burned like a red
red--hot iron into
the soul of Saul of Tarsus
Tarsus.. That
face, we cannot doubt, haunted
him until he saw the face of Jesus,
which thereafter filled his vision
vision..”
John Phillips
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Acts 7:58 And the witnesses
laid down their clothes at the
feet of a young man named
Saul..
Saul
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“Whatever it was, Paul
never forgot itit;; nor could he
ever
erase
from
his
memory the sorrow of that
tragic day when the first
martyr of the Christian
religion sealed his faith with
his blood
blood..”
James Burton Coffman, 20th century
preacher, teacher, author

Stephen was great in the sight of God
Stephen was great in the sight of men
1 Pet 2:15 For this is the will of God,
that by doing good you may put to
silence the ignorance of foolish men
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Can the same be said of us?
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