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ACTS 29

Part 32: “When a believer dies”
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Acts 7:54
54--60 When they heard these things they were cut to
the heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth
teeth.. 55But he,
being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God,
56and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!
God!”” 57Then they cried out
with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one
accord;; 58and they cast him out of the city and stoned him
accord
him..
And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a
young man named Saul
Saul.. 59And they stoned Stephen as he
was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit..” 60Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice,
spirit
“Lord, do not charge them with this sin
sin..” And when he had
said this, he fell asleep
asleep..
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“I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and
my conscience is captive to the Word of God
God.. I
cannot and I will not retract anything since it is
neither safe nor right to go against conscience
conscience.. I
can do no other, here I stand, may god help me,
Amen..”
Amen
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Acts 7:51
51--53 “You stiff
stiff--necked and uncircumcised
in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit
Spirit;;
as your fathers did, so do you
you.. 52Which of the
prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they
killed those who foretold the coming of the Just
One, of whom you now have become the betrayers
and murderers, 53who have received the law by the
direction of angels and have not kept itit..”

Ps 116
116::15 Precious in the sight of the Lord is
the death of His saints
saints..
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“The idea here is, that the death of saints
is an object of value
value;; that God regards it
as of importance
importance;; that it is connected with
his great plans, and that there are great
purposes to be accomplished by it
it.. The
death of a good man is in itself of so
much importance, and so connected with
the glory of God and the accomplishment
of his purposes, that he will not cause it
to take place except in circumstances, at
times, and in a manner, which will best
secure those ends
ends.. … the act of removing
a good man from the world is, so to
speak, an act of deep deliberation on the
part of God
God..”

“God does not hold his servants in so
little estimation as to expose them to
death casually
casually.. We may indeed for a
time be subjected to all the vicissitudes
of fortune and of the world
world;; we will
nevertheless
always
have
this
consolation, that God will, eventually,
openly manifest how dear our souls are
to him
him.. … [L]et us hold fast by this
doctrine, that the death of the faithful,
which is so worthless, nay, even
ignominious in the sight of men, is so
valuable in God’s sight
sight.. If he put their
tears in a bottle [Ps 56
56::8], how will he
permit their blood to perish
perish?”
?”

Albert Barnes
19th century
Presbyterian theologian

John Calvin
16th century
French theologian
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“[Death] is for the Christian’s good and it is
precious in the sight of the Lord
Lord.. Saints are
precious to Him
Him,, living and dying
dying;; there is
something in their death, or that attends it,
that is delightful to Him
Him,, and of high esteem
with Him
Him;; as when they are in the full
exercise of grace at such a season
season;; when
they die in faith, and have hope in their
death;; and their love is drawn out unto Him
death
Him,,
and they long to be with Him
Him:: … they die
unto Him
Him,, according to His will, and are
resigned unto itit;; and so glorify Him in death,
as well as in life
life.. It is the time of their
ingathering to Him
im;; their very dust is precious
to Him
Him,, which He takes care of and raises up
at the last day
day..”

John Gill
17th

century English
Baptist pastor
Bible scholar

Gen 25:8 Abraham gathered to his people
Gen 35:29 Isaac gathered to his people
Gen 49:33 Jacob gathered to his people
Num 20:26 Aaron gathered to his people
Num 27:13 Moses gathered to his people
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Acts 7:54 When they heard these
things they were cut to the heart,
and they gnashed at him with
their teeth
teeth..

“cut to the heart (quick)” = to
saw in half
“Stephen’s words ripped apart
the veneer of their false
spirituality and exposed them
for
the
blasphemous
hypocrites they were
were..”
John MacArthur

Acts 7:54 When they heard these
things they were cut to the heart,
and they gnashed at him with
their teeth
teeth..

“gnashed their teeth” – in spite
of the truth, their anger grew
“They gnashed their teeth that
day, and perhaps most of them
are doing the same thing today in
hell..” John MacArthur
hell
Mt 13:4113:41-42, Mt 8:118:11-12, 13:50,
22:13, 24:51, 25:30, Lk 13:28
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Acts 7:55
55--56 But he, being full of
the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand
of God, 56and said, “Look! I see
the heavens opened and the Son
of Man standing at the right hand
of God!
God!””

1. He saw heaven
Those who’ve seen into heaven according to
Scripture:: Isaiah, Ezekiel, Paul, John, & Stephen
Scripture
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“Is this dying? Why this is
bliss.. There is no valley
bliss
here.. I have been within the
here
gates.. Earth is receding
gates
receding;;
heaven is opening
opening;; God is
calling;; I must go
calling
go..”
D.L. Moody

“I missed it! I missed it!
Heaven – I missed it!
Tell them that heaven is
so wonderful that they
should ignore everything
I ever said concerning itit..
What I said was so far
from the mark, nothing I
said even comes close!”
Pastor R.G.
R.G. Lee
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Acts 7:56 and said, “Look! I see
the heavens opened and the Son
of Man standing at the right hand
of God!
God!””

Eph 1:20
20,, Col 3:1, and other
Scriptures teach that Jesus is
seated at the right hand of the
Father..
Father

2. He called upon
the Lord
Acts 7:59 And they stoned
Stephen as he was calling on
God and saying, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit
spirit..”
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“When
you
haven't
prayed all your life, it's
no use at the last
moment!”
moment
!” Italo Svevo

Luther’s last prayer:
“My heavenly Father, thou hast
manifested unto me thy dear Son
Jesus Christ
Christ.. I have taught him, I
have known him
him;; I love him as
my life, my health, and my
redemption, whom the wicked
have persecuted, maligned, and
with injury affected
affected:: draw my soul
to thee
thee.. I commend my spirit into
thy hands, thou hast redeemed
me, O God of truth
truth..”

11

3/21/2016

“What a source of comfort to
us who are soon to die - to
reflect that religion does not
leave the believer when he
most needs its support and
consolations;; that it can
consolations
sustain us in the severest trial
of our condition here
here;; that it
can illuminate what seems to
us of all places most dark,
cheerless, dismal, repulsive –
‘the valley of the shadow of
death!’”
death
!’” Albert Barnes

3. He fully expected
to enter heaven
immediately
2 Cor 5:8 We are confident, yes,
well pleased rather to be absent
from the body and to be present
with the Lord
Lord..

Phil 1:23 For I am hard
hard--pressed
between the two, having a
desire to depart and be with
Christ, which is far better
better..
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Lk 23:43 the thief on cross
Lk 16
16::19
19--31 the rich man
and Lazarus
Rev 6:9-11 the martyrs killed
during Great Tribulation

4. He was concerned
for the salvation
of others
Acts 7:60 Then he knelt down
and cried out with a loud voice,
“Lord, do not charge them with
this sin
sin..”
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5. He fell asleep
Acts 7:60 And when he had said
this, he fell asleep
asleep..

“Sleep is a lovely way to describe
the death of a believer
believer.. It is
painless and temporary and
takes one from the experience of
weariness,
work
and
consciousness
of
all
the
problems of life to the freshness
of a new day
day..” John MacArthur

Lk 16
16::22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by
the angels to Abraham’s bosom
bosom..
Mt 25
25::21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant;; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you
servant
ruler over many things
things.. Enter into the joy of your lord
lord..’
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Acts 7:58 And the witnesses
laid down their clothes at the
feet of a young man named
Saul..
Saul

“His Spirit influenced the heart of this
martyr to pray for his destroyers
destroyers;; and
could such prayers fail? No
No:: Saul of
Tarsus, in all probability was the first
fruits of them
them.. St
St.. Augustine has
properly remarked, ‘If Stephen had
not prayed, the Church of Christ could
not have had Paul
Paul..’ Let this example
teach us at once the spirit that
becomes a disciple of Christ, the
efficacy of prayer, and the unbounded
philanthropy of God
God..”
Adam Clarke, Clarke’s Bible Commentary
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“Paul never forgot itit;; nor
could he ever erase from
his memory the sorrow of
that tragic day when the
first martyr of the Christian
religion sealed his faith with
his blood
blood..”
James Burton Coffman, 20th century
preacher, teacher, author

“How peaceful and calm is a death like that of Stephen, when
compared with the alarms and anguish of a sinner! One moment
of such peace in that trying time is better than all the pleasures
and honors which the world can bestow
bestow;; and to obtain such
peace then, the dying sinner would be willing to give all the
wealth of the Indies, and all the crowns of the earth
earth.. So may I die
and so may all my readers - enabled, like this dying martyr, to
commit my departing spirit to the sure keeping of the great
Redeemer! When we take a parting view of the world
world;; when our
eyes shall be turned for the last time to take a look of friends and
relatives;; when the darkness of death shall begin to come around
relatives
us, then may we be enabled to cast the eye of faith to the
heavens, and say, ‘Lord Jesus, receive our spirits
spirits..’ Thus, may we
fall asleep, peaceful in death, in the hope of the resurrection of
the just
just..” Albert Barnes
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1 Cor 15
15::54
54--57 “Death is swallowed up in victory
victory..”
55“O Death
Death,, where is your sting
sting?
? O Hades, where is
56
your victory?” The sting of death is sin, and the
strength of sin is the law
law.. 57But thanks be to God, who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ
Christ..

If you died today, would die the
death of a believer?
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