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In the Shadow of the Cross
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Is 53
53::3 He is despised and rejected by men, a Man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief
grief.. And we hid,
as it were, our faces from Him
Him;; He was despised,
and we did not esteem Him
Him..

Why?
Why
?
Mt 26
26::39 “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass from Me
Me;; nevertheless, not as I will, but as
You will
will..”
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A Strange Way To Save The World
Sure he must have been surprised
At where this road had taken him
'Cause never in a million lives
Would he had dreamed of Bethlehem
And standing at the manger
He saw with his own eyes
The message from the angel come to life
And Joseph said...

Why me, I'm just a simple man of trade
Why Him, with all the rulers in the world
Why here inside this stable filled with hay
Why her, she's just an ordinary girl
Now I'm not one to second guess what angels
have to say
But this is such a strange way to save the world
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To think of how it could have been
If Jesus had come as He deserved
There would have been no Bethlehem
No lowly shepherds at His birth
But Joseph knew the reason
Love had to reach so far
And as he held the Savior in his arms
He must have thought...

Why me, I'm just a simple man of trade
Why Him, with all the rulers in the world
Why here inside this stable filled with hay
Why her, she's just an ordinary girl
Now I'm not one to second guess what angels
have to say
But this is such a strange way to save the world
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Why?
Why
?

Why come here in
the first place?
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To destroy him who had the power of
death
Heb 2:14
14--15 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken
of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same,
that through death He might destroy him who had the power
of death, that is, the devil, 15and release those who through
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage
bondage..
Mt 4:16 The people who sat in darkness have seen a great
light,, and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of
light
death light has dawned
dawned..” [Is 9:2]

Heb 10
10::4-7 For it is not possible that the blood of
bulls and goats could take away sins
sins.. 5Therefore
Therefore,,
when He came into the world, He said
said:: “Sacrifice
and offering You did not desire
desire,, but a body You
have prepared for Me
Me.. 6In burnt offerings and
sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure
pleasure.. 7Then I
said, ‘Behold, I have come – in the volume of the
book it is written of Me – to do Your will, O God
God..’”
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Why a body?

Lk 24
24::39 Behold My
hands and My feet,
that it is I Myself
Myself..
Handle Me and see,
for a spirit does not
have
flesh
and
bones as you see I
have..”
have
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A spirit cannot be wounded or bruised –
but a body can
Is 53
53::5 But He was wounded for our transgressions
transgressions,, He was
bruised for our iniquities
iniquities;; the chastisement for our peace
was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed
healed..
1 Cor 11
11::23
23--24 the Lord Jesus on the same night in which
He was betrayed took bread
bread;; 24and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat
eat;; this is My body
which is broken for you

A spirit’s blood cannot be spilled – but a
body’s can
1 Cor 11
11::25 In the same manner He also took the cup after
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood
blood..
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me
Me..”
1 Pet 18
18--19 knowing that you were not redeemed with
corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless
conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19but with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot
spot..

8

12/20/2015

A spirit cannot be killed – but a
body can
Mt 27
27::50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and
yielded up His spirit
spirit..
Jn 19
19::33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was
already dead, they did not break His legs
legs..
Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us
us..

A spirit cannot be resurrected – but a
body can
Mt 28
28::6 He is not here
here;; for He is risen, as He said
said.. Come,
see the place where the Lord lay
lay..
Jn 14
14::19 “A little while longer and the world will see Me no
more, but you will see Me
Me.. Because I live, you will live also
also..
1 Cor 15
15::17
17--19 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile
futile;;
18
you are still in your sins! Then also those who have fallen
asleep in Christ have perished
perished.. 19If in this life only we have
hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable
pitiable..
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Why a virgin?

• The character of the Word of God.
Is 7:14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign
sign::
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall
call His name Immanuel
Immanuel..

• The character of Mary.
If Mary had a child out of wedlock, then Mary was an
impure woman
woman..
Lk 1:28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice,
highly favored one, the Lord is with you
you;; blessed are you
among women!”
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• The character of Jesus.
If Jesus had not been born of a virgin, he would have been
the son of Adam, and in Adam all die
die.. Jesus Christ would
have had the same human proclivities you and I have, who
are by nature the children of wrath
wrath..
1 Cor 15
15::22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all
shall be made alive
alive..
Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered
the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to
all men, because all sinned

Rom 5:18
18--19 Therefore, as through one man’s offense
judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even
so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all
men, resulting in justification of life
life.. 19For as by one man’s
disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one
Man’s obedience many will be made righteous
righteous..
1 Cor 15
15::45 And so it is written, “The first man Adam
became a living being
being..” The last Adam became a life
life--giving
spirit..
spirit
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Why a normal man?
Heb 4:15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin
sin..
1 Pet 5:7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for
you..
you

“What is the great need in the world
today? Is it information? We’re drowning
in a sea of information
information.. If information is
what we need, God would have sent an
educator.. Is it technology? If technology
educator
had been the need, God would have sent
a scientist
scientist.. Is it money? Do you think
your problems would be solved if you
had more money? If money were the
need, God would have sent an
economist.. Is the need more leisure?
economist
Maybe God should have sent an
entertainer.. No
entertainer
No.. Our great need is
salvation.. And so God sent a Savior
salvation
Savior..”
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