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Democratic Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-CA)

11/25/2018

Calling for a $15 billion government program to confiscate
millions of guns from Americans.
(Daily Wire)
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“So basically Rep. Swalwell wants a war. Because that’s
what you would get. You’re outta your mind if you think I’ll
give up my rights and give the government all the power.”
Swalwell’s reponse:
“And it would be a short war my friend. The government
has nukes. Too many of them. But they’re legit. I’m sure if
we talked we could find common ground to protect our
families and communities.”
11/25/2018

Jude 3-4 Beloved, while I was very
diligent to write to you concerning our
common salvation, I found it
necessary to write to you exhorting
you to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to
the saints. For certain men have
crept in unnoticed, who long ago
were
marked
out
for
this
condemnation, ungodly men, who
turn the grace of our God into
lewdness and deny the only Lord
God and our Lord Jesus Christ.
11/25/2018
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Essential truths of historic Christianity
• The inerrant, plenary, inspiration of the Bible & its
absolute authority for all Christian faith and practice (sola
Scriptura).
• The triune nature of God
• The deity of Christ
• The substitutionary death of Christ
• The physical resurrection of Christ
• Justification by faith in the grace of God alone (sola fide)
• The return of Christ to judge the wicked and reward the
saved
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Common teachings of false teachers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Bible is insufficient
God is not a triune being
God is less than God & man is more than human
Jesus was not God
Jesus died and went to hell & had to be “born again”
Salvation is Jesus plus something
Jesus came to teach a better way of life
Believers are guaranteed health & prosperity in every area
of life
• There is no hell – everyone will go to heaven
11/25/2018
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Alan Jones
Former Dean, Episcopal Grace Cathedral
San Francisco, CA
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“The point of reading the Bible is for mystical
transformation, not for defending a particular position or to
punish those we regard as deviant.” (p. 114)
“The Church’s fixation on the death of Jesus as the
universal saving act must end, and the place of the cross
must be reimagined in Christian faith. Why? Because of the
cult of suffering and the vindictive God behind it.” (p. 132)
“The other thread of just criticism addresses the suggestion
implicit in the cross that Jesus’ sacrifice was to appease an
angry god. Penal substitution [the Cross] was the name of
this vile doctrine.” (p. 168)
11/25/2018
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“What does it mean to
be ‘saved’? When I read
the Bible, I don’t see it
meaning, ‘I’m going to
heaven after I die.’
Before modern
evangelicalism nobody
accepted Jesus Christ
as their personal Savior,
or walked down an aisle,
or said the sinner’s
prayer.”
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“Jesus did not come to
make some people
saved and others
condemned. Jesus did
not come to help some
people be right while
leaving everyone else to
be wrong. Jesus did not
come to create another
exclusive religion.”
Brian McLaren
11/25/2018
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“When people use the word hell,
what do they mean? They mean a
place, an event, a situation absent
of how God desires things to be.
Famine,
debt,
oppression,
loneliness,
despair,
death,
slaughter – they are all hell on
earth. Jesus' desire for his
followers is that they live in such a
way that they bring heaven to
earth.
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What's disturbing is when
people talk more about hell after
this life than they do about hell
here and now. As a Christian, I
want to do what I can to resist
hell coming to earth. Poverty,
injustice, suffering - they are all
hells on earth and as Christians
we oppose them with all our
energies. …
11/25/2018
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And the Church has contributed
to
that
disconnection
by
preaching horrible messages
about being left behind and that
this place is going to burn –
absolutely toxic messages that
are against the teachings of
Scripture, which state that we
are connected to God, we are
connected to the earth, we are
connected to each other.”
Rob Bell
11/25/2018

2 Peter 3:10-12 But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away
with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent
heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will
be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in
holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening
the coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat?
11/25/2018
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“The church has been
preoccupied with the
question, ‘What
happens to your soul
after you die?’ As if the
reason for Jesus coming
can be summed up in,
‘Jesus is trying to help
get more souls into
heaven, as opposed to
hell, after they die.’
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I just think a fair reading
of the Gospels blows
that out of the water. I
don’t think that the entire
message and life of
Jesus can be boiled
down to that bottom
line.”
11/25/2018
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Mt 10:28 And do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell.
1 Thess 1:10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom
He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers
us from the wrath to come.
Mt 25:31,41 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory,
and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the
throne of His glory. … 41“Then He will also say to those
on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:
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“Does it make sense for a good being to create
creatures who will experience infinite torture, infinite
time, infinite – you know, never be numbed in their
consciousness? I mean, how would you even create a
universe where that sort of thing could happen? It just
sounds – It really raises some questions about the
goodness of God.”

11/25/2018
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“[O]ne of the huge problems is the traditional
understanding of hell. [I]f the cross is in line with Jesus’
teaching … a primary meaning of the cross is that the
kingdom of God doesn’t come like the kingdoms of the
this world, by inflicting violence and coercing people. But
that the kingdom of God comes through suffering and
willing, voluntary sacrifice. But in an ironic way, the
doctrine of hell basically says, no, that that’s not really
true. That in the end, God gets His way through coercion
and violence and intimidation and domination, just like
every other kingdom does. The cross isn’t the center
then. The cross is almost a distraction and false
advertising for God.”
11/25/2018

And there’s a certain sense that, a common
understanding of the atonement presents a God who
is incapable of forgiving – unless He kicks somebody
else.

11/25/2018
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“Therefore, let everyone that is out of Christ, now
awake and fly from the wrath to come. The wrath
of Almighty God is now undoubtedly hanging over
a great part of this congregation.”
Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners In the Hands of An Angry God”

11/25/2018
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1. What is truth?
• Truth is a “Who”
Jn 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
Me.

• Truth is a “what”
Jn 17:17 “Your word is truth.”
11/25/2018

2.

How important is truth?

• Receiving the truth liberates
Jn 8:32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.”

• Rejecting the truth damns
2 Thess 2:10 and with all unrighteous deception
among those who perish, because they did not
receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.
11/25/2018
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3. How should we view truth?
• We must know it
2 Tim 2:15 Study to show yourself approved to God, a
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.

11/25/2018

“Not knowing what you believe
is by definition a kind of unbelief
… Advocating ambiguity,
exalting uncertainty, or
otherwise deliberately clouding
the truth is a sinful way of
nurturing unbelief.” John MacArthur

11/25/2018
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• We must love it
2 Thess 2:10 … among those who perish, because they
did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be
saved.

• We must receive it
2 Thess 2:13 … because God from the beginning chose
you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and
belief in the truth,
11/25/2018

• We must obey it
1 Tim 3:15 I write so that you may know how you ought to
conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church
of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
1 Pet 1:22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying
the truth through the Spirit

11/25/2018
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• We must die for it
Lk 9:23-24 “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow
Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.
2 Tim 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will suffer persecution.
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4. How certain is truth?
Truth by definition is as fixed and constant
as God is immutable.
Mal 3:6 “For I am the Lord, I do not change;”
Js 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.
11/25/2018
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“Truth and meaning are not determined by our
intuition, experience, or desire. The true meaning
of Scripture – or anything else, for that matter,
has already been determined and fixed by the
mind of God. The task of an interpreter is to
discern that meaning. And proper interpretation
must precede application.” John MacArthur

11/25/2018

The Bible is neither as obscure nor as
difficult to understand as today’s
culture often claims.

11/25/2018
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“But, if many things still remain abstruse to many,
this does not arise from obscurity in the
Scriptures, but from [our] own blindness or want
of understanding, who do not go the way to see
the all-perfect clearness of truth … nothing
whatever is left obscure or ambiguous; but all
things that are in the Scriptures, are by the Word
brought forth into the clearest light, and
proclaimed to the whole world.”
Martin Luther, Bondage of the Will, 25-29
11/25/2018
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Truth does not change just because our point of
view does. Our duty is to conform all our thoughts
to the truth – we are not entitled to redefine truth
to fit our own personal viewpoints, preferences, or
desires. John MacArthur
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5. Truth is under assault today!
• This is historically true
2 Jn 7,9-11 For many deceivers have gone out into the
world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the
flesh. … 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the
doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10 If
anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do
not receive him into your house nor greet him; 11 for he who
greets him shares in his evil deeds.
11/25/2018
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Jude 4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who
long ago were marked out for this condemnation,
ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into
lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord
Jesus Christ.

• This is presently true
11/25/2018
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“The Bible must be the
invention either of good
men or angels, bad men
or devils, or of God.

11/25/2018

• It could not be the invention of
good men or angels; for they
neither would or could make a
book, and tell lies all the time
they were writing it, saying
‘Thus saith the Lord,’ when it
was their own invention.
• It could not be the invention of
bad men or devils; for they
would not make a book which
commands all duty, forbids all
sin, and condemns their souls
to hell to all eternity.
11/25/2018
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Therefore, I draw this
conclusion, that the
Bible must be given by
divine inspiration.”
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“Even now, the raging
waters of God’s wrath are
furiously pounding against
the dam of His mercy. And
one of these days, the dam
of God’s mercy will give
way to God’s judgment,
and the day of the Lord will
come.” Adrian Rogers
11/25/2018
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So, how should we
respond?
1 Pet 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and
always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks
you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness
and fear;
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