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Jude 3 I found it
necessary to write to you
exhorting you to contend
earnestly for the faith
which was once for all
delivered to the saints.

Jud 17:6 In those days there was no king in
Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.
Prov 16:25 There is a way that seems right to a
man, but its end is the way of death.
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Two truths these verses teach us:
• Our present predicament is nothing new
• Our personal opinions are subject to a higher
law

“Students are free from most constraints, and their
families make sacrifices for them without asking for
much in the way of obedience or respect. Religion
and national origin have almost no noticeable
effect on their social life or their career prospects
… Their primary preoccupation is themselves,
understood in the narrowest sense.”
Allan Bloom, Prof of Social Thought, Univ of Chicago
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Tolerance: freedom from prejudice, openmindedness, Webster’s Dictionary
Historically: recognition and respect given to views, beliefs,
practices, etc. different from one’s own
Today: acceptance of every belief as true.

“In my mind, the only people who are wrong
are the people who will not accept different
beliefs as being, well, acceptable.”

4

10/21/2018

The State of Theology
stateoftheology.com

• Jesus is the first & greatest being created by God – 78% agree
• Everyone sins a little, but most people are good by nature –
52% agree
• God accepts the worship of all religions, including Christianity,
Judaism, and Islam – 51% agree
• The Bible, like all sacred writings, contains helpful accounts of
ancient myths but is not literally true – 53% age 18-34 agree
• Religious belief is a matter of personal opinion; it is not about
objective truth – 32% agree

The goal of the “tolerance movement”:
Political Correctness
Multiculturalism
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2 Tim 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not
endure [anecho – tolerate] sound doctrine, but according
to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they
will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will
turn their ears away [ektrepo – medical term for a
dislocated joint] from the truth, and be turned aside to
fables.
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“Many churches today are filled to
overflowing with those who want their
ears tickled with the myths of easybelievism and the many variations of
selfism and so-called positive thinking.
They come to have their egos fed and
their sins approved, not to have their
hearts cleansed and their souls saved.
They want only to feel good, not to be
made good …

In many churches who once preached
sound doctrine, evils that God’s Word
plainly and repeatedly condemns are
touted as acceptable. Women are
ordained to ministries the Bible
restricts to men, and radical feminists
even reject the idea of God as
heavenly Father. Homosexuals not
only are welcomed without reproof or
repentance into church fellowship but
also are welcomed into the pulpit.”
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Quick truths on truth:

1. Truth exists after all
Jn 17:17 … Your word is truth
Eph 1:13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your salvation;
1 Jn 2:21 I have not written to you because you do not
know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of
the truth.
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• There are absolutely no moral absolutes.
(Those who say this present that statement as true.)

• It is morally wrong to say that something is
morally wrong.
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“If you are intolerant of someone who is intolerant,
then you have necessarily violated your own
principle. But if you tolerate those who are
intolerant, you keep your principle, but sacrifice
your responsibility to the principle. Consequently,
a person who is wholly committed to tolerance
must resort to total apathy.” Scott Scruggs

2. Truth is exclusive above all
Rom 2:8-9 but to those who are self-seeking and do not
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation and
wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who
does evil, …
Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?
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3. Truth extends to all
4. Truth exposes all
Jn 3:19-21 And this is the condemnation, that the light has
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were evil.20 For everyone
practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who
does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be
clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”

5. Truth exalts all who receive it
Jn 8:32 … the truth shall make you free.”

6. Truth executes all who reject it
2 Thess 2:10 … those who perish, because they did not
receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.
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“Truth is reality, the way
things really are. Therefore
it is the explanation of all
things. You know you have
found the truth when you
find something which is
wide enough and deep
enough and high enough to
encompass all things. That
is what Jesus Christ does.”
Ray Stedman

Eph 6:14 “stand firm …
having put on the belt of
truth”
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Eph 6:10-13 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and
in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
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