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contending 

for the 

Faith

Jude 3 Beloved, while I
was very diligent to write
to you concerning our
common salvation, I found
it necessary to write to
you exhorting you to
contend earnestly for the
faith which was once for
all delivered to the saints.
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for what 
are we 

contending? 

“Truth could not be truth in
this world if it were not a
warring thing, and we
should at once suspect that
it were not true if error were
friends with it. The spotless
purity of truth must always
be at war with the
blackness of heresy and
lies.” C.H. Spurgeon
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“ The idea of actually fighting for
doctrinal truth is the furthest thing
from most churchgoers ’ thoughts.
Contemporary Christians are
determined to get the world to like
them …” John MacArthur

I totally get when a 25-year-old or a
35-year-old comes to faith in Jesus
and then starts reading the Old
Testament. They’re kind of looking
like, ‘Really?’ Well, you know, that’s
difficult, but that doesn’t undermine
my faith, and I would never press
somebody to say, ‘Well if you can’t
accept all of it as historically true,
then you can’t really be a Christian.’ I
think that’s a little bit absurd.
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If the Bible is the foundation of your
faith, here’s the problem: it’s all or
nothing. Christianity becomes a
fragile house of cards religion. I am
convinced for the sake of this
generation and the next generation,
we have to rethink our apologetic as
Christians, and the less we depend
on the Old Testament to prop up our
New Testament faith the better
because of where we are in [the]
culture.
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The Lutheran Standard, October 10, 1961:

“I do believe that something happens at the baptism of an
infant, particularly if the parents are Christians and teach
their children Christian truths from childhood. We cannot
fully understand the mysteries of God, but I believe a
miracle can happen in these children so that they are
regenerated, that is, made Christians through infant
baptism. If you want to call that baptismal regeneration,
that's all right with me.”

McCall’s magazine, January 1978, entitled “I Can’t Play
God Any More”:

“I used to believe that pagans in far-off countries were lost
— were going to hell — if they did not have the Gospel of
Jesus Christ preached to them. I no longer believe that. …
I believe that there are other ways of recognizing the
existence of God—through nature, for instance—and
plenty of other opportunities, therefore, of saying ‘yes’ to
God.”



10/14/2018

6

In 1985, Los Angeles reporter David Colker asked
Graham: “What about people of other faiths who live good
lives but don’t profess a belief in Christ?”

Graham: “I’m going to leave that to the Lord. He’ll decide
that.”

(Los Angeles Herald Examiner, July 22, 1985) 

U.S. News & World Report, Dec. 19, 1988:

“World travel and getting to know clergy of all
denominations has helped mold me into an ecumenical
being. We're separated by theology and, in some
instances, culture and race, but all that means nothing to
me any more.”
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Billy Graham on Robert Schuller’s
“Hour of Power”, May 31, 1997 

SCHULLER: Tell me, what do you
think is the future of Christianity?

GRAHAM: Well, Christianity and
being a true believer -- you know, I
think there's the Body of Christ.
This comes from all the Christian
groups around the world, outside
the Christian groups. I think
everybody that loves Christ, or
knows Christ, whether they're
conscious of it or not, they're
members of the Body of Christ ...

Billy Graham on Robert Schuller’s
“Hour of Power”, May 31, 1997 

I think James answered that, the
Apostle James in the first council in
Jerusalem, when he said that
God's purpose for this age is to call
out a people for His name. And
that's what God is doing today,
He's calling people out of the world
for His name, whether they come
from the Muslim world, or the
Buddhist world, or the Christian
world, or the non-believing world,
they are members of the Body of
Christ, because they've been
called by God.
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Billy Graham on Robert Schuller’s
“Hour of Power”, May 31, 1997 

They may not even know the name
of Jesus, but they know in their
hearts that they need something
that they don't have, and they turn
to the only light that they have, and
I think they are saved, and that
they're going to be with us in
heaven.”

Billy Graham on Robert Schuller’s
“Hour of Power”, May 31, 1997 

SCHULLER: What, what I hear you
saying, that it's possible for Jesus
Christ to come into human hearts
and soul and life, even if they've
been born in darkness and have
never had exposure to the Bible. Is
that a correct interpretation of what
you're saying?
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Billy Graham on Robert Schuller’s
“Hour of Power”, May 31, 1997 

GRAHAM: Yes, it is, because I
believe that. I've met people in
various parts of the world in tribal
situations, that they have never
seen a Bible or heard about a
Bible, and never heard of Jesus,
but they've believed in their hearts
that there was a God, and they've
tried to live a life that was quite
apart from the surrounding
community in which they lived.”

Billy Graham on Robert Schuller’s
“Hour of Power”, May 31, 1997 

SCHULLER: I'm so thrilled to hear
you say this. There's a wideness in
God's mercy.

GRAHAM: There is. There
definitely is.”
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Billy Graham on “Larry King Live” 
June 9, 2005 

1. So, for what are we contending?

Jude 3 … contend earnestly for the faith (common 
salvation) which was once for all delivered to the 
saints. 

“the faith”
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2. How was “the faith” given?

By inspiration of the Holy Spirit:

2 Tim 3:16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God …

2 Pet 1:21 … holy men of God spoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit.

3. “The faith” is the foundation upon 
which the Church is built.

Eph 2:20 having been built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the
chief cornerstone,

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in
prayers.
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4. Hold on to the truth … 
no matter what!

1 Tim 4:16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine.
Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both
yourself and those who hear you.

2 Tim 3:14 But you must continue in the things which you
have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom
you have learned them,

5. What are the essential truths of 
“historic” Christianity?

• The inerrant, plenary, inspiration of the Bible & its
absolute authority for all Christian faith and practice (sola
Scriptura).

• The triune nature of God 
• The deity of Christ
• The substitutionary death of Christ
• The physical resurrection of Christ
• Justification by faith in the grace of God alone (sola fide)
• The return of Christ to judge the wicked and reward the

saved
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Common teachings of false teachers:

• The Bible is insufficient
• God is not a triune being
• God is less than God & man is more than human
• Jesus was not God
• Jesus died and went to hell & had to be “born again”
• Salvation is Jesus plus something
• Jesus came to teach a better way of life
• Believers are guaranteed health & prosperity in every area

of life
• There is no hell – everyone will go to heaven

Why should this matter to you?
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“God accepts us as we are,
without judgment or condemnation,
and gradually, through his love and
acceptance, draws us ever closer
to understanding and living out his
shalom in our lives. In other words,
acceptance precedes repentance
– not the other way around.”

Steve Chalke, The Lost Message of
Jesus, p. 99

Lk13:3 … unless you repent you will all likewise perish.

Mt 9:13 … For I did not come to call the righteous, but
sinners, to repentance.”

2 Cor 7:10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to
salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world
produces death.

2 Tim 2:25-26 … correcting those who are in opposition, if
God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may
know the truth, 26 and that they may come to their
senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken
captive by him to do his will.
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Chris Gee

“The Horrors and Habitat of 
Hell: Some Details You 

May Not Have Considered”

https://www.tms.edu/blog/horrors-and-habitat-of-hell/


