
 
 
Jude 1-3 Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother James, to those who are 
called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ:  mercy, peace, and 
love be multiplied to you.  Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning 
our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.  
  
 
“The Church of Christ is continually represented under the figure of an army; yet its Captain is the 
Prince of Peace; its object is the establishment of peace, and its soldiers are men of a peaceful 
disposition.  The spirit of war is at the extremely opposite point to the spirit of the gospel. Yet 
nevertheless, the church on earth has, and until the second advent must be, the church militant, 
the church armed, the church warring, the church conquering.  And how is this? It is in the very 
order of things that so it must be.  Truth could not be truth in this world if it were not a warring 
thing, and we should at once suspect that it were not true if error were friends with it.  The 
spotless purity of truth must always be at war with the blackness of heresy and lies.”      C.H. 
Spurgeon 
 
 
1. Isn’t encouraging believers to “contend for the faith” contradictory to the 
character of Jesus, the “Prince of Peace?”   
 

 God is the God of ___________   
 

 The Gospel is the gospel of ___________   
 

 Peace is ______________  
  

 The Gospel brings ____________  
  

 Believers are in a ____________________   
 
 
2. How important is truth? 
 

 Receiving the truth ____________  
 

 Rejecting the truth ____________  

Part 1: 
Compelled to contend 
 



3. How should we view truth? 
 

 __________ it:  
 
“Not knowing what you believe is by definition a kind of unbelief … Advocating ambiguity, exalting 
uncertainty, or otherwise deliberately clouding the truth is a sinful way of nurturing unbelief.”   
                                                                                                                                 John MacArthur 

 __________ it:   
 

 __________ it:  
 

 __________ it:  
 

 __________ it:  
 
“The idea of actually fighting for doctrinal truth is the furthest thing from most churchgoers’ 
thoughts.  Contemporary Christians are determined to get the world to like them …”   
                                                                                                                                  John MacArthur 
 
4. What is truth? 
 

 W_______  
 

 W_______ 
 
 
5. How certain is truth? 
 
Truth by definition is as ________ and ___________ as God is _____________. 
 
“Truth and meaning are not determined by our intuition, experience, or desire.  The true meaning 
of Scripture – or anything else, for that matter, has already been determined and fixed by the 
mind of God.  The task of an interpreter is to discern that meaning.  And proper interpretation 
must precede application. … Truth does not change just because our point of view does.  Our 
duty is to conform all our thoughts to the truth – we are not entitled to redefine truth to fit our own 
personal viewpoints, preferences, or desires.”    John MacArthur 
 
 
6. Truth is _______________________________ today! 
 

 This is _______________ true: 
  

 This is _______________ true: 
 
 
7. How should we respond? 
 


