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contending 

for the 

Faith

• Only 4% of adults in America use a
biblical worldview as the basis of
their decision-making.

• Only 9% of born again Christians
have such a perspective on life.

• 64% of American adults and 83% of
American teens deny moral
absolutes.

• 55% of Christian adults and 76% of
Christian teens deny moral
absolutes.
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“What if tomorrow someone digs
up definitive proof that Jesus had
a real, earthly, biological father
named Larry, and archaeologists
find Larry’s tomb and do DNA
samples and prove beyond a
shadow of a doubt that the virgin
birth was really just a bit of
mythologizing the Gospel writers
threw in to appeal to the followers
of the Mithra and Dionysian
religious cults that were hugely
popular at the time of Jesus,
whose gods had virgin births?

But what if as you study the origin
of the word virgin, you discover
that the word virgin in the gospel
of Matthew actually comes form
the book of Isaiah, and then you
find out that in the Hebrew
language at that time, the word
virgin could mean several things.
And what if you discover that in
the first century being ‘born of a
virgin’ also referred to a child
whose mother became pregnant
the first time she had
intercourse?
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Could you still be a Christian?
Is the way of Jesus still the best
possible way to live?
Or does the whole thing fall
apart?
But if the whole faith falls apart
when we reexamine and rethink
one spring, then it wasn’t that
strong in the first place, was it?

Rob Bell, Velvet Elvis, P. 26-27

Joel Osteen, “Larry King Live,” June 20, 2005
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King: “What if you’re Jewish or Muslim, you don’t accept
Christ at all?”

Osteen: “You know, I’m very careful about saying who
would and wouldn’t go to heaven. I don’t know …

King: “If you believe you have to believe in Christ. They’re
wrong, aren’t they?”

Osteen: “Well, I don’t know if I believe they’re wrong. I
believe here’s what the Bible teaches and from the
Christian faith this is what I believe. But I just think that
only God will judge a person’s heart. I spent a lot of time in
India with my father. I don’t know all about their religion.
But I know they love God. And I don’t know. I’ve seen their
sincerity. So I don’t know. I know for me, and what the
bible teaches, I want to have a relationship with Jesus.”

King: “So then a Jew is not going to heaven?”



9/30/2018

5

Osteen: “No. Here’s my thing, Larry, is I can’t judge
somebody’s heart. You know? Only God can look at
somebody’s heart, and so – I don’t know. To me, it’s not my
business to say, you know, this one is or this one isn’t. I
just say, here’s what the Bible teaches and I’m going to put
my faith in Christ. And I just I think it’s wrong when you go
around saying, you’re not going, you’re not going, you’re
not going, because it’s not exactly my way. I’m just …”

King: “But you believe your way”

Osteen: “I believe my way. I believe my way with all my
heart.”

King: “But for someone who doesn’t share it, he is wrong,
isn’t he?”

Osteen: “Well, yes. Well, I don’t know if I look at it like
that. I would present my way, but I’m just going to let God
be the judge of that. I don’t know. I don’t know.”

King: “What about atheists?”

Osteen: “You know what, I’m going to let someone – I’m
going to let God be the judge of who goes to heaven and
hell …”
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King: “How about issues that the church has feelings
about? Abortion? Same-sex marriages?”

Osteen: “Yeah. You know what, Larry? I don’t go there. I
just … I have thoughts. I just, you know, I don’t think that a
same-sex marriage is the way God intended it to be. I don’t
think abortion is the best. I think there are other, you know,
a better way to live your life. But I’m not going to condemn
those people. I tell them all the time our church is open for
everybody.”

King: “You don’t call them sinners?”

Osteen: “I don’t.”

King: “Is that a word you don’t use?”

Osteen: “I don’t use it. I never thought about it. But I
probably don’t …”
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“(First Century) Church leaders
unhitched the church from the
worldview, value system, and
regulations of the Jewish scriptures
… Peter, James, Paul elected to
unhitch the Christian faith from their
Jewish scriptures, and my friends, we
must as well.

Jesus' new covenant, … can stand
on its own two nail-scarred
resurrection feet. It does not need
propping up by the Jewish scriptures.
... The Bible did not create
Christianity. The resurrection of Jesus
created and launched Christianity.
Your whole house of Old Testament
cards can come tumbling down.
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When the Church launched, the
foundation of the faith of the early
Christians was not a book (they didn’t
have one), it wasn’t the Bible (there
wasn’t one), and it wasn’t the Old
Testament – what they called the Law
and the Prophets – because that
didn’t tell the story of Jesus. The
foundation of the early church was an
event – the resurrection.

Jn 5:39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you
have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.

Jn 5:46-47 “If you believed Moses, you would believe me;
for he wrote of me. But if you do not believe his writings,
how will you believe my words?”
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Mt 5:17-19 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the
Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but
to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the
Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes
one of the least of these commandments and teaches
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom
of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

Lk 24:27 “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,
he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself,”



9/30/2018

10

If the Bible is the foundation of your
faith, here’s the problem: it’s all or
nothing. Christianity becomes a
fragile house of cards religion. I am
convinced for the sake of this
generation and the next generation,
we have to rethink our apologetic as
Christians, and the less we depend
on the Old Testament to prop up our
New Testament faith the better
because of where we are in [the]
culture.

I totally get when a 25-year-old or a
35-year-old comes to faith in Jesus
and then starts reading the Old
Testament. They’re kind of looking
like, ‘Really?’ Well, you know, that’s
difficult, but that doesn’t undermine
my faith, and I would never press
somebody to say, ‘Well if you can’t
accept all of it as historically true,
then you can’t really be a Christian.’ I
think that’s a little bit absurd.
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Sermon series preview on North Point website:

“If you were raised on a version of Christianity that relied on the
Bible as the foundation of faith, a version that was eventually
dismantled by academia or the realities of life, maybe it's time
for you to change your mind about Jesus. Maybe it's time for
you to consider the version of Christianity that relies on the
event of the resurrection of Jesus as its foundation. If you gave
up your faith because of something about or in the Bible,
maybe you gave up unnecessarily.”

“We are looking here at the
ancient heresy of Marcion, who
argued that the Old Testament
must be repudiated by the church.
Marcion, who lived about the
years 85-160, … argued that
Christianity just make a clean
break from Judaism. The Old
Testament, he taught, reveals a
vindictive law-giving creator deity
who bears no resemblance to the
merciful redeeming God revealed
in Jesus Christ.
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Marcion was embarrassed by the
Old Testament, and so are many
modern people. Andy Stanley, at
the very least, seems to fear that
embarrassment in others, even if
he does not identify with it himself.
… The church cannot ‘unhitch’
from the Old Testament without
unhitching from the gospel Jesus
preached.

[T]he etymology of heresy is
rooted in choice. A heretic denies
a belief central and essential to
Christianity. But heresy also takes
the form of choice. You can
choose to believe in the virgin birth
or not, Stanley argues; he is not all
that concerned about it.”

Albert Mohler, President, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville, KT
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Here’s why the O.T. is important according to the
Apostle Paul:

Rom 15:4 For whatever things were written before were
written for our learning, that we through the patience and
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.

1 Cor 10:11 Now all these things happened to them as
examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the ages have come.

“If someone can predict their own
death and resurrection, I’m not all
that concerned about how they got
into the world.”
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Concerning how Jesus “got here”:

Is 7:14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a
sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son,
and shall call His name Immanuel.

Lk 1:27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary.

Jude 1-3 Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and
brother James, to those who are called, sanctified by
God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ: mercy,
peace, and love be multiplied to you. Beloved, while I
was very diligent to write to you concerning our
common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you
exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints.
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“ The Church of Christ is
continually represented under the
figure of an army; yet its Captain
is the Prince of Peace; its object
is the establishment of peace,
and its soldiers are men of a
peaceful disposition. The spirit of
war is at the extremely opposite
point to the spirit of the gospel.
Yet nevertheless, the church on
earth has, and until the second
advent must be, the church
militant, the church armed, the
church warring, the church
conquering. And how is this?

It is in the very order of things
that so it must be. Truth could
not be truth in this world if it were
not a warring thing, and we
should at once suspect that it
were not true if error were friends
with it. The spotless purity of
truth must always be at war with
the blackness of heresy and lies.”

C.H. Spurgeon
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1. Isn’t encouraging believers to
“contend for the faith” contradictory to
the character of Jesus, the “Prince of
Peace?”

• God is the God of peace: Rom 15:33

• The Gospel is the gospel of peace: Rom
10:15

• Peace is conditional:

Rom 12:18 If it is possible, as much as depends on
you, live peaceably with all men.

• The Gospel brings conflict:

Mt 10:34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on
earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword.

• Believers are in a spiritual war: Eph 6:10-18
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2. How important is truth?

• Receiving the truth liberates

Jn 8:32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.”

• Rejecting the truth damns

2 Thess 2:10 and with all unrighteous deception
among those who perish, because they did not
receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

3. How should we view truth?

• We must know it

2 Tim 2:15 Study to show yourself approved to God, a
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.

“ Not knowing what you believe is by
definition a kind of unbelief … Advocating
ambiguity, exalting uncertainty, or otherwise
deliberately clouding the truth is a sinful way
of nurturing unbelief.” John MacArthur
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• Love it

2 Thess 2:10 … among those who perish, because they
did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be
saved.

• Receive it

2 Thess 2:13 … because God from the beginning chose
you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and
belief in the truth,

• Obey it

1 Tim 3:15 I write so that you may know how you ought to
conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church
of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

1 Pet 1:22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying
the truth through the Spirit
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• Die for it

Lk 9:23-24 “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow
Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.

2 Tim 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will suffer persecution.

“The idea of actually fighting for doctrinal
truth is the furthest thing from most
churchgoers ’ thoughts. Contemporary
Christians are determined to get the world
to like them …” John MacArthur
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4. What is truth?

• Who

Jn 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
Me.”

• What

Jn 17:17 “Your word is truth.”

5. How certain is truth?

Truth by definition is as fixed and constant as
God is immutable.

Mal 3:6 “For I am the Lord, I do not change;”

Js 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.
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“Truth and meaning are not determined by
our intuition, experience, or desire. The true
meaning of Scripture – or anything else, for
that matter, has already been determined
and fixed by the mind of God. The task of
an interpreter is to discern that meaning.
And proper interpretation must precede
application.” John MacArthur

The Bible is neither as obscure nor as difficult to
understand as today’s culture often claims.

Truth does not change just because our point of
view does. Our duty is to conform all our thoughts
to the truth – we are not entitled to redefine truth
to fit our own personal viewpoints, preferences, or
desires. John MacArthur
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6. Truth is under assault today!

• This is historically true:

2 Jn 7,9-11 For many deceivers have gone out into the
world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the
flesh. … 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the
doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10 If
anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do
not receive him into your house nor greet him; 11 for he who
greets him shares in his evil deeds.

Jude 4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who
long ago were marked out for this condemnation,
ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into
lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord
Jesus Christ.

• This is presently true

7. So, how should we respond?


