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God can and will use you 
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1 Cor 1:26-31 For you see your calling, brethren, that not
many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble, are called. 27But God has chosen the foolish
things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has
chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the
things which are mighty; 28and the base things of the world
and the things which are despised God has chosen, and
the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that
are, 29that no flesh should glory in His presence. 30But of
Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom
from God – and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption – 31that, as it is written, “He who glories, let him
glory in the Lord.”

1. God calls the unlikely 
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George Washington
lost more battles than
he won.

Napoleon Bonaparte,
considered by many to
be a military giant, was
only 5’ 6” tall.
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Abraham Lincoln was
ridiculed for his homely
face & gangly physique.
He said of himself,
“Someone accused me
of being two-faced. If I
were two-faced, would I
wear the one I have?”

Ulysses S. Grant
basically failed at
everything he tried
until he because a
successful
commander at the
end of the Civil War.
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Winston Churchill’s biographer
wrote that he was, “Sickly, an
uncoordinated weakling with
the pale fragile hands of a girl,
speaking with a lisp and a
slight stutter, he had been at
the mercy of bullies. They beat
him, ridiculed him, and pelted
him with cricket balls.
Trembling and humiliated, he
hid in a nearby woods. This
was hardly the stuff of which
gladiators are made.”

Harry Truman said as
a child he was “blind
as a mole” and “was
something of a sissy.”
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For many years, Babe Ruth was known as the “King of
Strikeouts”. ... He led the American League in strikeouts
five times and accumulated 1,330 in his career.

Billy Graham was told
by Bob Jones, president
of Bob Jones University,
that he was a failure
and would never
amount to anything.
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1 Sam 16:11-12 And Samuel
said to Jesse, “Are all the young
men here?” Then he said,
“There remains yet the
youngest, and there he is,
keeping the sheep.” And
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send
and bring him. For we will not sit
down till he comes here.” 12So
he sent and brought him in.
Now he was ruddy, with bright
eyes, and good-looking. And the
Lord said, “Arise, anoint him; for
this is the one!”

“Only when we understand
leadership in light of God’s calling
on our lives will we be equipped to
lead effectively. According to the
Bible, God is not necessarily
looking for leaders, at least not in
the sense we generally think of
leaders. He is looking for servants.
When God finds men and women
willing to be molded into his
servants, the possibilities are
limitless.
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People are looking for someone to
lead them into God’s purposes
God’s way. They need leaders
who truly believe God will do what
he says. People will follow spiritual
leaders who understand God’s
agenda and who know how to
move them on to it.”

Henry T. Blackaby, Spiritual Leadership

2. God qualifies the unqualified
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• The foolish become wise

• The weak become strong

• The average become superior

• The rejects become renown

Abraham – doubted God’s promise
Moses – claimed to be weak in speech
David – fell to temptation and committed murder
Jonah – ran from God and reluctantly obeyed
Isaiah – was a man of sinful lips
Peter – by his own assessment was a sinful man
Paul – considered himself the least of all the saints
Timothy – was timid and fearful
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“God’s assignments are
always based on character
– the greater the character,
the greater the assignment
(Lk. 16:10).”

Henry Blackaby, Spiritual Leadership

3. God glorifies the unworthy
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2 Cor 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the
Lord.

Rom 8:17-18 For I consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us. 19For the earnest
expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing
of the sons of God.

2 Cor 4:17 For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory,

Heb 2:10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things
and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory,
to make the captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.

1 Pet 4:13-14 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of
Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may
also be glad with exceeding joy. 14If you are reproached for
the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory
and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed,
but on your part He is glorified.

1 Pet 5:4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.
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2 Cor 12:9 And He said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you,
for My strength is made perfect
in weakness.” Therefore most
gladly I will rather boast in my
infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me.

Edward Everett Hale, author of the 
story “The Man without a Country,”:

“I am only one, but still I
am one. I cannot do
everything, but still I can do
something. And because I
cannot do everything, I will
not refuse to do the
something that I can do.”


