
9/23/2018

1

Does the existence of fossils 
destroy the Bible?

“If the Holy Spirit cannot be trusted
when He tells of creation, how can
He be trusted when He tells of
salvation? If what He ways about
earth in Gen 1 can be questioned,
then what He says about heaven in
Rev 22 can be questioned. … If
the Holy Spirit cannot be trusted in
Gen 1, how can He be trusted in
John 3:16?” John Phillips
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“If the Bible were somehow
expurgated of the Book of Genesis
(as many people today would
prefer), the rest of the Bible would
be incomprehensible. It would be
like a building without a ground
floor or a bridge with no support. …
The future is bound up in the past.
One’s belief concerning his origin
will inevitably determine his belief
concerning his purpose and his
destiny.” Dr. Henry Morris III

1. The basic flaw in the church’s 
approach:
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• We have not fortified our own foundation

• We have attacked sinful practices rather than
the foundation of the enemy
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2. Genesis 1-11 are crucial to 
the message of Scripture
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• Adam is mentioned in Deut, Job, & 1 Chron

• Noah is mentioned in 1 Chron, Is, & Ezk

• Abraham is mentioned in 15 books of the O.T

• Jacob is mentioned in 20 books

• At least 165 passages of Genesis are quoted or
referred to in the N.T.

• There are 100 quotations or direct references to
Genesis 1-11 in the N.T.

• All of the first 11 chapters are alluded to
somewhere in the N.T.

• All of the first 11 chapters are alluded to
somewhere in the N.T.

• All of the N.T. writers refer to Genesis 1-11
somewhere in their writings.

• On at least 6 different occasions, Jesus Christ
quoted from or referred to something or someone in
one of these chapter, including specific references
to each of the first 7 chapters.

• In every reference to Genesis, the N.T. writers
viewed Genesis as absolutely historical, true, &
authoritative.
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Genesis gives the most plausible 
explanation for the origin of:

• The universe
• Order and complexity
• The solar system
• The atmosphere & hydrosphere
• Life
• Man
• Marriage
• Sin

• Language
• Government
• The nations
• Religion
• The chosen people
• The doctrine of sacrificial salvation by a blood 

atonement
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According to the mathematician, Peter Stoner, the
chances of Moses accidentally writing creation in
the correct order (as in Gen 1) would amount to
one chance in 31 sextillion (31 followed by 21
zeros).

If we equivocate that to printing tickets for a huge
raffle, it would take 8 million presses printing 2000
tickets per minute running day and night for 5
million years.

Professor James Barr, Professor of 
Hebrew at the University of Oxford:

“Probably so far as I know, there is
no professor of Hebrew or Old
Testament at any world-class
university who dares not believe that
the writer(s) of Gen. 1-11 intended to
convey to their readers the ideas that
creation took place in a series of six
days which are the same as the days
of 24 hours we now experience…”
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3. The Genesis account of sin’s 
origin is authoritative or all of 

Scripture collapses.
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4. Fossils do not tell the story 
modern scientists claim they do.
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5. It does not take fossils as long 
to form as we have been told.
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Quercus cerris oak: living                   Ancient fossil? 

Quercus cerris oak: living  

Ancient fossil? 
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Quercus castaneifolia oak: living                             Ancient fossil? 

Living Coelacanth fish found: thought to have 
become extinct 70 million yrs. ago
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Caturus furcatus: eating smaller fish 

Exploded fish: from decomposition                           
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Decaying fish: tail scales visible 

Tazmanian fossilized hat: in mine 50 yrs. 
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Items rapidly buried by volcano and petrified in Te Wairoa, N. 
Island of New Zealand

Stalactites at level 5 in the 55 yr.
old lead-zinc mine at Mt Isa, in
north-western Queensland,
Australia.
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6. Mt. St. Helens shows us what
the conditions surrounding the
flood of Noah must have
resembled.

Mount St. Helens erupted on May 18, 1980 at 8:32 a.m.
killing 57 people 
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This over 30 feet of strata was deposited in a few hours by the 
Mt. St. Helens eruption
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Canyon 1/40th the size of Grand Canyon was carved in a week 
by the St. Helens eruption 

100 ft. canyon carved 
in 6 days in WA by 

flood from broken dam
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Mt. St. Helens rocks dated: 2.8 million yrs. old 

7. Man and dinosaurs were 
apparently contemporaries.
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Ican stone carving        
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Anglican Bishop Richard Bell (1410-1496) 
Carlisle, Cumbria, England
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Un-fossilized dinosaur tissue found in Alaska in 1990

elastic material still present fibrous bone material 
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Complete blood vessels
red blood cells still 

containing hemoglobin 

8. We should either believe all of 
Scripture or reject all of Scripture
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Jn 1:3 All things were made by him…

Rev 4:11 … for thou hast created all things, and
for thy pleasure they are and were created


