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Can you simply 
“work out your 

own salvation?”

Phil 2:12 Therefore, my beloved, as
you have always obeyed, not as in
my presence only, but now much
more in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and
trembling; NKJ

Therefore, my dear friends, as you
have always obeyed – not only in my
presence, but now much more in my
absence – continue to work out your
salvation with fear and trembling, NIV
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1. An incorrect reading of this passage
leads us to believe that we can possess our
own plan of salvation.

2. According to Scripture, there is only 
one Gospel.

Rom 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,
for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17For in it
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it
is written, “The just shall live by faith.”
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Gal 1:6-9 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from
Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different
gospel, 7which is not another; but there are some who
trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8But
even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him
be accursed. 9As we have said before, so now I say again,
if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you
have received, let him be accursed.

3. Paul says in Romans 4:25 & 1 Corinthians 
15:3-4 that the Gospel has three main points:

• We are sinners

• Jesus died for our sins

• Jesus was resurrected for our justification
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4. Paul taught that grace provides our 
salvation and faith procures our salvation.

Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9not of
works, lest anyone should boast.

5. Works have nothing to do with 
our salvation.

Eph 2:9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

Titus 3:5 not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Spirit,
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6. Other than getting us to heaven, why 
does Jesus save us?  

Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand
that we should walk in them.

1 Pet 2:15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good
you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men

7. How important are works to the believer?

Js 2:20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith
without works is dead?

1 Cor 3:12-15 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13each one’s
work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because
it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s
work, of what sort it is. 14If anyone’s work which he has built
on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15If anyone’s work is
burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet
so as through fire.
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8. According to Jesus, what is the work 
of God?  

Jn 6:28-29 Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that
we may work the works of God?” 29Jesus answered and
said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in
Him whom He sent.”

9. So what does “work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling” mean?

Phil 2:12 Dearest friends, you were always so careful to
follow my instructions when I was with you. And now that I
am away you must be even more careful to put into action
God’s saving work in your lives, obeying God with deep
reverence and fear. NLT

It means allowing salvation to have its complete 
work in us.
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10. Who works this work?  

Phil 2:13 for it is God who works in you both to will and
to do for His good pleasure.

All we must do is surrender and allow His will to 
be done in our lives.


