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Part 5: Hell is for real
5/6/2018

Sir Francis Scott (1620 – 1708)
English Infidel Club

You need not tell me there is
no God for I know there is
one, and that I am in His
presence! You need not tell
me there is no hell. I feel
myself
already
slipping.
Wretches, cease your idle
talk about there being hope
for me! I know I am lost
forever! Oh, that fire! Oh, the
insufferable pangs of hell!”

5/6/2018

1

5/5/2018

“A time is coming for all men when they will
either be born again, or wish they had
never been born at all.” Anonymous
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God wants all to be saved
1 Tim 2:4 [God] who desires all men to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth.
2 Pet 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not
willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.
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The God of the Bible is a God of love & mercy
1 Jn 4:8-9,16 for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was
manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son
into the world, that we might live through Him. … 16 And we have
known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and
he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.
Jn 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might
be saved.
Eph 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love
with
which He loved us,
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The God of the Bible is a God of justice
Rev 15:3 “Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God
Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints
Ex 34:7 [God will] by no means clear the guilty
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The God of the Bible is a God of wrath
Jn 3:36 He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he
who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of
God abides on him.”
Rom 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness,
2:5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent
heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6who “will
render to each one according to his deeds”:
Heb 12:29 For our God is a consuming fire.
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Hell is a real place
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Jesus often spoke of hell:
Mt 10:28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill
the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell.
Mk 9:43-47 to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be
quenched— 44 where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not
quenched.’ 45 … to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never
be quenched— 46where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is
not quenched.’ 47 … to be cast into hell fire … 48And the fire is not
quenched.’
Lk 16:22-23 The rich man also died and was buried.
in torments in Hades,.
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“ If Jesus, the Lord of Love
and Author of Grace, spoke
about hell more often, and in
a more vivid, blood-curdling
manner than anyone else, it
must be a crucial truth.”
Tim Keller, The Importance of Hell
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“Does it make sense for a good
being to create creatures who will
experience infinite torture, infinite
time, infinite – you know, never
be
numbed
in
their
consciousness? I mean, how
would you even create a
universe where that sort of thing
could happen? It just sounds – It
really raises some questions
about the goodness of God. …
This is, one of the huge problems
in the traditional understanding of
hell.

[I]f the cross is in line with Jesus’
teaching then … a primary meaning
of the cross is that the kingdom of
God doesn’t come like the kingdoms
of this world by inflicting violence
and coercing people. … But in an
ironic way, the doctrine of hell
basically says, no, that’s not really
true. [I]n the end, God gets His way
through coercion and violence and
intimidation and domination, just like
every other kingdom does. The
cross isn’t the center then. The
cross is almost a distraction and
false advertising for God.
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“I don’t mind if you think I’m
wrong. I’m sure I am wrong
about many things, although I’m
not sure exactly which things
I’m wrong about. I’m even sure
I’m wrong about what I think I’m
right about in at least some
cases. So wherever you think
I’m wrong, you could be right.”
Brian McLaren, A Generous Orthodoxy
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Hell was not created for man
Matt 25:41 Then He will also say to those on the left hand,
“ Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels:”
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Most men will go there
Matt 7:13-14 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many
who go in by it. 14Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the
way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.”
7:23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

Matt 13:40,50 so it will be at the end of this age. … and cast
them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and
gnashing of teeth.
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Matt 13:40,50 so it will be at the end of this age. … and cast
them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and
gnashing of teeth.
25:41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand,
‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels:
Rev 20:15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life
was cast into the lake of fire.
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“Scripture sees hell as selfchosen . . . [H]ell appears
as God's gesture of respect
for human choice. All
receive what they actually
chose, either to be with
God forever, worshipping
him, or without God forever,
worshipping themselves.”
J. I. Packer, Concise Theology
5/6/2018

“It is not a question of God
‘sending us’ to hell. In
each of us there is
something growing, which
will be Hell unless it is
nipped in the bud.”
C.S. Lewis
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Hell is final
Lk 16:25 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great
gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot,
nor can those from there pass to us.’
Mt 18:8 cast into the everlasting fire.
Jude 1:7 suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.
Rev 14:10-11 “… He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in
the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.
11And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and
they have no rest day or night”
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2 Pet 2:4-10 For if God did not spare the angels who
sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into
chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 5and did
not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight
people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood
on the world of the ungodly; 6and turning the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to
destruction, making them an example to those who
afterward would live ungodly;
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International Communications Research
survey, June 29-July 10, 2006:
• 88% of those who believe in heaven think that they will
go to heaven
• Those who believe in heaven believe 64% of people will
go to heaven

5/6/2018

“The safest road to hell is the gradual one the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without
sudden turnings, without milestones, without
signposts.” C. S. Lewis
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“A time is coming for all men when they will
either be born again, or wish they had
never been born at all.” Anonymous
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