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Faithful to the end

Richard Baxter
17th

“It is not likely that the
people will much regard the
doctrine of such men, when
they see that they do not
live as they preach. They
will think that he doth not
mean as he speaks, if he
do not live as he speaks.
They will hardly believe a
man that seemeth not to
believe himself.”

century English Puritan Church leader
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“Communication is by symbol as well as
speech. For a man cannot only preach, he
most also live. And the life that he lives,
with all its little peculiarities, is one of the
two things: either it emasculates his
preaching or it gives it flesh and blood. We
cannot hide what we are. Indeed, what we
are speaks as plainly as what we say.
When these two voices blend, the impact
of the message is doubled. But when they
contradict each other, even the positive
witness of the one is negated by the other.”

John Stott
20th

century English Christian leader

Describing a man who was a
good preacher but a bad
Christian:
“He preached so well and lived
so badly, that when he was in
the pulpit everybody said he
ought never to come out again,
and when he was out of it they
all declared he never ought to
enter it again.”
19th

Charles Spurgeon

century English Baptist preacher
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2 Tim 4:6-9 For I am already
being poured out as a drink
offering, and the time of my
departure is at hand. 7 I have
fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept
the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid
up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will give to
me on that Day, and not to me
only but also to all who have
loved His appearing.

Paul’s defense before the Jews in Rome (Acts
28:17-23)

The Jews reject Paul’s message and he rebukes
them (Acts 28:24-29)
Acts 28:30-31 Then Paul dwelt two
rented house, and received
him, 31 preaching the kingdom of
things which concern the Lord
confidence, no one forbidding him.

whole years in his own
all who came to
God and teaching the
Jesus Christ with all
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“You can lock up a man like Paul, but you cannot
shut him up! Wherever he is, he will find a mission
field, and every person he meets will be a potential
convert to Christ.” John Phillips

While in Rome the 1st time, Paul wrote:
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon
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• Paul won members of the Roman guard:
Phil 1:13 so that it has become evident to the whole
palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in
Christ;

• Paul won members of Caesar’s household:
Phil 4:22 All the saints greet you, but especially those who
are of Caesar’s household.

It appears that after Paul’s 2 year sentence in
Rome, he was released and continued his
missionary ministry for some time – even traveling
as far as Spain.
Rom 15:24 whenever I journey to Spain, I shall come to
you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be
helped on my way there by you, if first I may enjoy
your company for a while.
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2 Tim 4:16-18 At my first defense no one stood with me, but
all forsook me. May it not be charged against them. 17 But the
Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the
message might be preached fully through me, and that all the
Gentiles might hear. Also I was delivered out of the mouth of
the lion. 18 And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work
and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory
forever and ever. Amen!

Eventually, Paul is arrested and taken to Rome a second
time where his ministry begins to come to an end and
where he is treated much more harshly than he was during
his first arrest.
2 Tim 4:9-16 Be diligent to come to me quickly; 10 for Demas has
forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for
Thessalonica – Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia. 11 Only
Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful
to me for ministry. 12 And Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 13 Bring
the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas when you come – and the
books, especially the parchments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith did
me much harm. May the Lord repay him according to his
works. 15 You also must beware of him, for he has greatly resisted
our words. 16 At my first defense no one stood with me, but all
forsook me. May it not be charged against them.
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“We ponder the mystery of God’s ways.
Why should five young missionaries, on
the threshold of their careers, with their
lives before them, suffer premature
martyrdom in the jungles of Ecuador at the
hands of pagan Indians they had been at
pains to contact and cultivate in the cause
of Christ? Why should a successful doctor
give up his promising career, go to Africa
where his services were so desperately
needed and where his presence is a
blessing and benediction, only to plunge to
his death in a turbulent river from the
collapse of a rickety bridge?

Why should Paul be removed from
circulation, to be shut up for two long
years at Caesarea and for a further two
interminable years at Rome when he
was so obviously equipped and eager to
conquer a continent for Christ? We do
not know all the reasons … We can be
sure, however, that the Lord of the
harvest, who is in charge of the entire
mission program of the church, makes
no mistakes.” John Phillips
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“When God wants to drill a man and thrill a man and skill
a man, when God wants to mold a man to play the noblest
part; when He yearns with all His heart to create so great
and bold a man that all the world shall be amazed, watch
His methods, what His ways! How He ruthlessly perfects
whom He royally elects! How He hammers him and hurts
him into trial shapes of clay which only God understands;
while his tortured heart is crying and he lifts beseeching
hands! How He bends but never breaks when his good
He undertakes; how He uses whom He chooses and with
every purpose fuses him; by every act induces him to try
His splendor out – God knows what He’s about!”

Ramon Llull
13th

–

14th

century missionary to African Muslims
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“As a hungry man makes [haste] and takes large morsels
on account of his great hunger, so Thy servant feels a
great desire to die that he may glorify Thee. He hurries day
and night to complete his work in order that he may give up
his blood and his tears to be shed for Thee.”

“He is no fool who gives
what he cannot keep to
gain that which he
cannot lose.” Jim Elliot
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Phil 1:12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the
things which happened to me have actually turned out for
the furtherance of the gospel,
2 Tim 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith.

Now, it’s our turn
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