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Responding when criticized for the truth

“When
anybody
says
anything bad about me, I
just say, ‘Thank God they
don’t know any more.’”
Peter Lord
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“Jesus tells us, ‘When they
criticize you, just roll that
over onto Me. I understand
and I am in charge. You
Adrian
just trust in Me.’”

Rogers
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Acts 25:10-11 Paul appeals to Caesar

Acts 25:23-24 So the next day, when Agrippa and Bernice
had come with great pomp, and had entered the auditorium
with the commanders and the prominent men of the city, at
Festus’ command Paul was brought in. 24 And Festus said:
“King Agrippa and all the men who are here present with us,

3

10/22/2017

Herod Agrippa II
•

Herod Agrippa I (father):

killed
James, arrested Peter, and was
eaten of worms when he failed to
give God the glory.

•

Herod

•

Herod the Great (Great Grandfather):

Antipas
(Great
Uncle):
executed John the Baptist and tried
Jesus

was king when Jesus was born and
had all of the little boys of
Bethlehem killed

Acts 26:20 but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and
throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should
repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance.

• Repentance is a change of mind
• Regeneration is a change of heart
• Redemption is a change of state
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Felix interrupted and accused Paul of being mad
Acts 26:24 Now as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice,
“Paul, you are beside yourself! Much learning is driving you mad!”

Paul’s response to Felix
Acts 26:25-26 But he said, “I am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak the
words of truth and reason. 26 For the king, before whom I also speak freely,
knows these things; for I am convinced that none of these things escapes his
attention, since this thing was not done in a corner.

1 Pet 3:15-16 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready
to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you,
with meekness and fear; 16 having a good conscience, that when they defame
you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be
ashamed.
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1. Be prompt
Acts 26:25a But he said, “I am not mad,

“The sanest man in that assembly that day was the
man Festus said was crazy. The only man in that
room who took into account all the factors in life’s
equation was Paul. The only man there who had a
true view and a proper perspective of time and eternity
was Paul. The others, the majority, looked at life from
the narrow viewpoint of self-interest, from the
standpoint of power, prosperity, popularity, or prestige.
… Paul was the only man there in touch with both
worlds – this world and the world to come.”
John Phillips
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2. Be polite
Acts 26:25b most noble Festus,

“There is no excuse for a Christian to be rude. … Festus had
a soul to be saved, and Paul was far more likely to reach
him by being courteous than by being rude.” John Phillips

3. Be persuasive
Acts 26:25c-26 but speak the words of truth and reason. 26 For the king, before
whom I also speak freely, knows these things; for I am convinced that none of
these things escapes his attention, since this thing was not done in a corner.
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26:27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know
that you do believe.”

Agrippa was now the one in court.
Acts 26:28-29 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a
Christian.” 29 And Paul said, “I would to God that not only you, but also all who
hear me today, might become both almost and altogether such as I am, except
for these chains.”

“Briefly, or in short”
“To put it briefly, you are persuading me to be a Christian”
“In this short period of time are you trying to persuade me to
be a Christian”
Acts 26:29 And Paul said, “I would to God that not only you, but also all who hear
me today, might become both almost and altogether such as I am, except for
these chains.”
26:30 When he had said these things, the king stood up, as well as the governor
and Bernice and those who sat with them;
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“Salvation might be free, but [But to Agrippa] the
consequences of becoming a Christian were far too high.
[But,] the cost of not being a Christian is so high that earth
has no way to compute it. To become a Christian might
have cost the king some sneers, but not to become a
Christian cost him his soul.” John Phillips

Almost persuaded, now to believe;
Almost persuaded, Christ to receive;
Seems now some soul to say,
Go, Spirit, go Thy way,
Some more convenient day
on Thee I’ll call.
Almost persuaded, come, come today;
Almost persuaded, turn not away;
Jesus invites you here,
Angels are ling’ring near,
Prayers rise from hearts so dear;
O wand’rer, come!
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Almost persuaded, harvest is past!
Almost persuaded, doom comes at last;
Almost cannot avail;
Almost is but to fail!
Sad, sad that bitter wail
Almost – but lost!
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