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Harmless but wise

Mt 10:16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep in
the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as
serpents and harmless as doves.
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So, how can we be “wise as
serpents and harmless as doves”?

“Oh, my boy. Good
architecture is not an
arrangement of beautiful
materials; it is a beautiful
arrangement of materials.
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1. Respect government and employ it
Acts 22:22-26 And they listened to him until this word,
and then they raised their voices and said, “Away with such
a fellow from the earth, for he is not fit to live!” 23 Then, as they
cried out and tore off their clothes and threw dust into the
air, 24 the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks,
and said that he should be examined under scourging, so that he
might know why they shouted so against him. 25 And as they
bound him with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who stood by,
“Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and
uncondemned?” 26 When the centurion heard that, he went and
told the commander, saying, “Take care what you do, for this man
is a Roman.”

2. Recognize a mistake and admit it
23:1-5 Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said,
“Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God
until this day.” 2 And the high priest Ananias commanded those
who stood by him to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to
him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! For you sit to
judge me according to the law, and do you command me to be
struck contrary to the law?” 4 And those who stood by said, “Do
you revile God’s high priest?” 5 Then Paul said, “I did not know,
brethren, that he was the high priest; for it is written, ‘You shall not
speak evil of a ruler of your people.’”
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Rom 13:5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because
of wrath but also for conscience’ sake.

1 Sam 24:6, 26:9 I will
not stretch out my
hand
against
the
Lord’s anointed

1 Tim 5:19 do not receive an accusation against an elder
2 Pet 2:10, Jude 8 speak evil of dignities
Mt 5:25-26 Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are
on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the
judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be
thrown into prison. 26 Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no
means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.
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Lk 23:40-41 But the other,
answering, rebuked him,
saying, “Do you not even
fear God, seeing you are
under
the
same
condemnation? 41 And we
indeed justly, for we receive
the due reward of our
deeds; but this Man has
done nothing wrong.”

3. Read the situation and exploit it
23:6-9 But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees
and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council,
“Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee;
concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am being
judged!” 7 And when he had said this, a dissension arose between
the Pharisees and the Sadducees; and the assembly was
divided. 8 For Sadducees say that there is no resurrection—and
no angel or spirit; but the Pharisees confess both. 9 Then there
arose a loud outcry. And the scribes of the Pharisees’ party arose
and protested, saying, “We find no evil in this man; but if a spirit or
an angel has spoken to him, let us not fight against God.”
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