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Troubled preachers
and sleepy saints

There’s always a
great deal more
going on behind
the curtains than
we may think
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Acts 20:1-3 After the uproar had ceased, Paul called the
disciples to himself, embraced them, and departed to go to
Macedonia. 2Now when he had gone over that region and
encouraged them with many words, he came to Greece 3and
stayed three months. And when the Jews plotted against
him as he was about to sail to Syria, he decided to return
through Macedonia.

Those in Scripture were men and women of –

1. Like passions
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1 Cor 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except such
as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow
you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the
temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may
be able to bear it.
Js 5:17-18 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he
prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on
the land for three years and six months. 18 And he prayed
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its
fruit.

Yet, we see the great prophet of God deeply
depressed:
1 Kings 19:3-4 And when he saw that, he arose and ran for
his life, and went to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah,
and left his servant there. 4But he himself went a day’s
journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a
broom tree. And he prayed that he might die, and said, “It is
enough! Now, Lord, take my life, for I am no better than my
fathers!”
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While in Greece, we see the great Apostle
Paul deeply depressed:
(Most of this time is covered in 2 Cor 1-7)
2 Cor 1:8 For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of
our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we were burdened
beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even
of life.

2 Cor 2:12-13 Furthermore, when I came to Troas
to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door was opened to me by
the Lord, 13 I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not find
Titus my brother; but taking my leave of them, I departed for
Macedonia.
2 Cor 7:5-6 For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, our
bodies had no rest, but we were troubled on every side.
Outside were conflicts, inside were fears. 6Nevertheless
God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the
coming of Titus.
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“Depression did not keep
Paul from the great task of
winning souls to Christ. So
often depression is Satan’s
tool to keep our mind on
ourselves and off the need of
a perishing world. That
device of Satan did not work
with Paul.” John Phillips

Those in Scripture were men and women of –

2. Like problems
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One of those problems was lack of finances:
Gal 2:10 They desired only that we should remember the
poor, the very thing which I also was eager to do.
1 Cor 16:1,3-4 Now concerning the collection for the saints,
as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you
must do also: … 3 And when I come, whomever you approve
by your letters I will send to bear your gift to Jerusalem. 4 But
if it is fitting that I go also, they will go with me.

Rom 15:25-26,28 But now I am going to Jerusalem to
minister to the saints. 26 For it pleased those from Macedonia
and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor
among the saints who are in Jerusalem. … 28 Therefore,
when I have performed this and have sealed to them this
fruit, I shall go by way of you to Spain.
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Another of those problems was human frailty:
Acts 20-7-12 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples
came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day,
spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. 8There
were many lamps in the upper room where they were gathered
together. 9And in a window sat a certain young man named
Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep. He was overcome by
sleep; and as Paul continued speaking, he fell down from the third
story and was taken up dead. 10 But Paul went down, fell on him,
and embracing him said, “Do not trouble yourselves, for his life is in
him.” 11 Now when he had come up, had broken bread and eaten,
and talked a long while, even till daybreak, he departed. 12 And they
brought the young man in alive, and they were not a little
comforted.
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“Though weary, busy, and persecuted, Paul
devoted himself to teaching everywhere he went.
His consuming passion, even at the risk of his life,
was to see believers brought to spiritual maturity.
… He was about to leave on a long, difficult
journey, yet Paul’s love for the church made him
available as long as the members needed him.
Giving no thought to his own need for rest, he
used every available minute to teach the believers
at Troas. … Paul kept at it until it was time for him
to leave.” John MacArthur

“Nothing currently contributes more to the decline
of biblical preaching than the rise of a marketdriven philosophy of ministry. Attempting to be
‘user-friendly,’ churches have jettisoned preaching
in favor of movies, drama, concerts, the
testimonies of Christian superstars, and other
forms of entertainment. … The problem with
churches is not poor attendance but poor spiritual
health. And what people need most is not to be
entertained, but to be taught the truths of God’s
Word.”
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“All too often, in our fast-paced
society, time is the deciding factor
in our church services. It governs
the pulpit with careless disregard
for the moving of the Holy Spirit.
Above all, the preacher must
finish on time. The song service,
the announcements, the special
music, the offering, the greetings,
the pleasantries all come first.

Often each one runs a minute or
two longer than planned, but the
preacher must finish on time. The
Holy Spirit may be moving, the
message may be urgent, the
closing
moments
may
be
imperative. No matter. Cut it all
short. It’s time to close. Is it any
wonder a grieved Holy Spirit
moves on to bless elsewhere?”
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Those in Scripture were men and women of –

3. Like possibilities

Mt 19:26 But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With
men this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible.”
Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose.
Eph 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
power that works in us,
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