7/2/2017

“Out with the harlot, in with the bride”
Revelation, part 32

In chapters 17-18, the church of the Anti-Christ is
called the “great harlot.”
In chapter 19, the “true” church of Jesus Christ is
called the “bride.”
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1. Heaven sings hallelujah
Rev 19:1 After these things I heard a loud voice of a great
multitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and
honor and power belong to the Lord our God!

• Hallelujah occurs 24x in the O.T., but this is the first time it
appears in N.T.
• Hallelujah is the only word that is the same in all
languages
• It means “I make my boast in God”
• Saints do the singing – “much people”
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2. They sing to celebrate
Rev 19:2-6 For true and righteous are His judgments, because He
has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her
fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants
shed by her.” 3Again they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises up
forever and ever!” 4And the twenty-four elders and the four living
creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the throne,
saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” 5Then a voice came from the throne,
saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear
Him, both small and great!” 6And I heard, as it were, the voice of a
great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of
mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God
Omnipotent reigns!

They sing to celebrate:
The Salvation of God
The Severity of God
The Supremacy of God
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3. Who is the bride and what is the marriage?
Rev 19:7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself
ready.”

• Israel is described as the “wife of Jehovah”:
Hosea
• The bride is the church: Jn 3:29, 2 Cor 11:2, Eph
1:13-14, 5:22-32

• The marriage supper is symbolic of the
celebration the church will have with Jesus when
all is finished: Mt 22:1-14
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4. How does the bride prepare herself?
Rev 19:8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine

linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts
of the saints.
•

Eternal life is a free gift purchased by Jesus: Rom 6:23,

•

The bride will be “washed up and ironed out”:

Eph 2:8-9, 2 Cor 5:21

Eph 5:27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should
be holy and without blemish.

•

The “ironing will take place at the Judgment Seat of
Christ: 2 Cor 5:10

1 Cor 3:13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will
declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test
each one’s work, of what sort it is.
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Paul used the imagery of the Greek
Olympics to illustrate the Christian journey:
1 Cor 9:24-27 Do you not know that those who
run in a race all run, but one receives the
prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain
it. 25And everyone who competes for the prize
is temperate in all things. Now they do it to
obtain a perishable crown, but we for an
imperishable crown. 26Therefore I run thus: not
with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who
beats the air. 27But I discipline my body and
bring it into subjection, lest, when I have
preached to others, I myself should become
disqualified.

Phil 3:13-14 … forgetting those things which
are behind and reaching forward to those
things which are ahead, 14I press toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.
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Warren Wiersbe:
“An athlete must be
disciplined if he is to win the prize.
Discipline means giving up the good and the
better for the best. … There is nothing
wrong with food or fun, but if they interfere
with your highest goals, then they are
hindrances and not helps. … Too many
Christians are too involved in ‘many things,’
when the secret of progress is to
concentrate on ‘one thing.’ A man does not
become a winning athlete by listening to
lectures, watching movies, reading books,
or cheering at the games. He becomes a
winning athlete by getting into the game and
determining to win!

John Chrysostom: “He that runs looks not at the spectators, but at
the prize. Whether they be rich or poor, if one mock them, applaud
them, insult them, throw stones at them — if one plunder their
house, if they see children or wife or anything whatsoever — the
runner is not turned aside, but is concerned only with his running
and winning the prize. He that runneth stoppeth nowhere; since, if
he be a little remiss, all is lost. He that runneth relaxeth in no
respect before the end, but then, most of all, stretcheth over the
course.”
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The great Puritan Richard Baxter: “It is a most lamentable thing to
see how most people spend their time and their energy for trifles,
while God is cast aside. He who is all seems to them as nothing, and
that which is nothing seems to them as good as all. It is lamentable
indeed, knowing that God has set mankind in such a race where
heaven or hell is their certain end, that they should sit down and
loiter, or run after the childish toys of the world, forgetting the prize
they should run for. Were it but possible for one of us to see this
business as the all-seeing God does, and see what most men and
women in the world are interested in and what they are doing every
day, it would be the saddest sight imaginable. Oh, how we should
marvel at their madness and lament their self-delusion! If God had
never told them what they were sent into the world to do, or what
was before them in another world, then there would have been some
excuse. But it is His sealed word, and they profess to believe it.”

• Rewards will be given at this judgment: Heb 2:2, 11:26,
10:35, Mt 6:4, Mk 9:41, Rev 22:12, 1 Cor 3:8,14-15, 9:17, Phil
4:1, 1 Thess 2:19

• Rewards can be forfeited: 1 Cor 9:27, 2 Jn 1:8, Rev 3:11,
Gal 5:7
Charles Spurgeon: “There were rules in the Grecian games.
When they struck each other, the blow was not to be given except
upon a certain part of the body, and if a man fought unlawfully, he
could not get the prize. So there are laws, too, for the Christian
ministry, and also holy regulations for the great wrestling of
Christians.”
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In the 1912 Olympics when the
talented American athlete Jim
Thorpe won not only the decathlon
but also the pentathlon (a total of 15
grueling events) The following year
Thorpe was forced to return his gold
medals because it was discovered
he had played professional baseball
in 1911 and at that time professional
athletes were barred from Olympic
competition. He had won the events
but had broken the rules and so he
forfeited "the prize".

• Our righteous deeds will create our uniform of honor:
Mt 22:11-12 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a
man there who did not have on a wedding garment. 12So he said to
him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’
And he was speechless.
Gal 3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have

put on Christ.

Col 3:12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put

on tender mercies,
longsuffering;

kindness,

humility,

meekness,

1 Pet 5:5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your
elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed
with humility,
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5. The wedding celebration is by
invitation only
Rev 19:9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” And he said to me,
“These are the true sayings of God.”
Lk 5:32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to
repentance.”
Mt 20:16 many are called
Jn 6:44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me
draws him
Jn 15:16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you

Joseph Stowell president of Moody Bible Institute: “The Greeks
had a race in their Olympic games that was unique. The winner
was not the runner who finished first. It was the runner who
finished with his torch still lit. I want to run all the way with the
flame of my torch still lit for Him.”
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Ray Stedman, Soldiers, Athletes, and
Farmers:
“Every athlete learns that he has to deny
himself certain things if he wants to win.
He cannot eat just any kind of food; he
has to give up chocolate sundaes,
strawberry shortcake, and all the rich,
luxurious indulgences that others can
freely have. He may have to sit and eat
cardboard while others enjoy something
else, but he does it. The athlete does not
indulge in certain pleasures. He does not
go in for late nights, wild living, revelings,
carousings and drunkenness that others
may go in for.

He does not indulge in certain vices. He
gives up smoking and drinking because it
hurts and harms the body. The athlete
does so because he wants to win; that is
the point. He wants to be ‘crowned.’ ... A
Christian is called to say ‘No’ to many
things today. There are visual stimuli on
every side that tempt us to give in, to
indulge ourselves, to seize hold of life
and enjoy it now. But a Christian athlete
has to say, ‘No! I won't do it.’ Those
things lead to distraction, to disruption
and to a lessening of spiritual intensity in
my life; I won't do them.”
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