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Liberty Church
Not so comfortable
comfort zone
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Acts 19:23-30 And about that time there arose a great commotion about
the Way. 24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made
silver shrines of Diana, brought no small profit to the craftsmen. 25 He
called them together with the workers of similar occupation, and said:
“Men, you know that we have our prosperity by this trade. 26 Moreover you
see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but throughout almost all Asia, this
Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are
not gods which are made with hands. 27 So not only is this trade of ours in
danger of falling into disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess
Diana may be despised and her magnificence destroyed, whom all Asia
and the world worship.” 28 Now when they heard this, they were full of
wrath and cried out, saying, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 29 So the
whole city was filled with confusion, and rushed into the theater with one
accord, having seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians, Paul’s travel
companions. 30 And when Paul wanted to go in to the people, the disciples
would not allow him.

1. The comfort zone is desirable
Lk 12:19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many
goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat,
drink, and be merry.”’
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2. The comfort zone is deceptive
Amos 6:1 Woe to you who are at ease in Zion,
Is 32:9 Rise up, you women who are at ease, hear my voice;
you complacent daughters, give ear to my speech.

3. The comfort zone is debilitating
1 Thess 5:6-7 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let
us watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night,
and those who get drunk are drunk at night.
Rom 13:11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high
time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer
than when we first believed.
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4. The comfort zone can be damning
Ps 73:12 Behold, these are the ungodly, who are always at
ease;
Zech 1:15 I am exceedingly angry with the nations at ease;

Eph 5:15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not
as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time,
because the days are evil.
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Sgt. Van Barfoot’s Medal of Honor Citation:
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and
beyond the call of duty on 23 May 1944, near Carano, Italy. With his
platoon heavily engaged during an assault against forces well entrenched
on commanding ground, 2d Lt. Barfoot (then Tech. Sgt.) moved off alone
upon the enemy left flank. He crawled to the proximity of 1 machinegun
nest and made a direct hit on it with a hand grenade, killing 2 and
wounding 3 Germans. He continued along the German defense line to
another machinegun emplacement, and with his tommygun killed 2 and
captured 3 soldiers. Members of another enemy machinegun crew then
abandoned their position and gave themselves up to Sgt. Barfoot. Leaving
the prisoners for his support squad to pick up, he proceeded to mop up
positions in the immediate area, capturing more prisoners and bringing his
total count to 17. Later that day, after he had reorganized his men and
consolidated the newly captured ground, the enemy launched a fierce
armored counterattack directly at his platoon positions..

Securing a bazooka, Sgt. Barfoot took up an exposed position directly in
front of 3 advancing Mark VI tanks. From a distance of 75 yards his first
shot destroyed the track of the leading tank, effectively disabling it, while
the other 2 changed direction toward the flank. As the crew of the disabled
tank dismounted, Sgt. Barfoot killed 3 of them with his tommygun. He
continued onward into enemy terrain and destroyed a recently abandoned
German fieldpiece with a demolition charge placed in the breech. While
returning to his platoon position, Sgt. Barfoot, though greatly fatigued by
his Herculean efforts, assisted 2 of his seriously wounded men 1,700
yards to a position of safety. Sgt. Barfoot’s
extraordinary heroism, demonstration of
magnificent valor, and aggressive determination
in the face of pointblank fire are a perpetual
inspiration to his fellow soldiers.
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Col. Barfoot served in the Korean War and later in Vietnam as a
helicopter pilot. His other military decorations included the Silver
Star; two awards of the Legion of Merit; the Bronze Star; three
awards of the Purple Heart; and 11 awards of the Air Medal.
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In 2009, Col. Barfoot said:
“All my life, from childhood to now, I have been able to fly the
flag … In the time I have left, I plan to continue to fly the
American flag without interference.”

“Never give in, never give in, never, never,
never. In nothing, great or small, large or
petty, never give in except to convictions or
honor and good sense. Never yield to
force, never yield to the apparently
overwhelming might of the enemy. …
Wars are not won by evacuation. We shall
not flag or fail. We shall go on to the end.
We shall fight on the seas and oceans, we
shall fight with growing confidence and
growing strength in the air, we shall defend
our island, whatever the cost may be, we
shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on
the landing grounds, we shall fight in the
fields, and in the streets, we shall fight in
the hills; we shall never surrender.”
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“In war: resolution
In defeat: defiance
In victory: magnanimity
In peace: goodwill”

It’s time to get out
of your comfort zone
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