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“You come close mister,
but no cigar!”
John Wayne (Jacob McCandles)

Richard Boone (John Fain)
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Acts 18:24-26; 19:1-7 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at
Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, came
to Ephesus. 25This man had been instructed in the way of the
Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately
the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John.
26So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila
and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to him
the way of God more accurately. … 1And it happened, while
Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the
upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2he
said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether
there is a Holy Spirit.”

3And

he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” So
they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Then Paul said, “John indeed
baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that
they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on
Christ Jesus.” 5When they heard this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. 6And when Paul had laid hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and
prophesied. 7Now the men were about twelve in all.
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“Paul’s criterion for what distinguished
the Christian is significant. So, too, is
the way in which his question is
framed. It implies that the Holy Spirit is
received at a definite point in time and
that that time is the moment of initial
belief. The same thought is expressed
in Eph 1:13 ‘Having believed, you were
marked in Him with a seal, the
promised Holy Spirit.’ No space of time
is envisioned between the two events;
nor is the possibility entertained of
believing without also receiving the
‘seal of the Spirit.’”
David Williams,
biblical scholar
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“Believing that receiving the Holy Spirit is a subsequent, postsalvation, or ‘second blessing,’ experience is untenable. First, it
commits the methodological error of failing to consider the
transitional nature of Acts. The experiences and phenomena
described in Acts are not normative for today. Second, this is a
faulty interpretation because it commits the comparative scriptural
error. Other texts make obvious that this passage cannot be used
to teach that some Christians today may not have the Holy Spirit.
That would contradict the explicit teaching of the New Testament
epistles which declare unequivocally that every Christian receives
the Spirit at salvation (1 Cor 6:19, 12:13, 2 Cor 6:16, Eph 1:13) and
define those without the Spirit as unsaved (Rom 8:9, Jude 19).”
John MacArthur

“A popular but false teaching is that
believers must ask God to give them the
Holy Spirit. The gift of the Spirit is one of
the benefits bestowed upon a believer at
the moment of conversion. Rom 8:9 says
that if don’t have the Spirit you don’t have
Christ. It is wrong to ask God to give us
something He has already given us. The
baptism of the Spirit puts me in Christ; the
gift of the Spirit puts Christ in me. The
one makes me a member of His mystical
Body; the other makes my material body
the Holy Spirit’s Temple.
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It is truly wrong to ask God to give me
more of His Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a
Person, and one cannot receive a person
by installments. The Christian life is
largely the process of finding out more
and more the vastness of the wisdom, the
love, and the power of the amazing
Person who has come to share His life
with those who trust Christ as Savior.”
John Phillips

1. A passionate commitment
Acts 18:24-26 … an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures,
came to Ephesus. 25This man had been instructed in the way of
the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught
accurately the things of the Lord, … 26So he began to speak
boldly in the synagogue.

Col 4:18 But it is good to be zealous in a good thing
always,
Phil 3:6 … concerning zeal, persecuting the church;

5

5/21/2017

2. A partial knowledge
Acts 18:25 … though he knew only the baptism of John.
19:2-3 … So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard
whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3And he said to them, “Into what
then were you baptized?” So they said, “Into John’s baptism.”

Rom 10:2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal
for God, but not according to knowledge.

Apollos needed the “rest of the story”
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3. A problematic faith
Acts 18:26 When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him
aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.
19:4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of
repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on
Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.”

The word “disciples” in Scripture does not always
refer to born again believers:
Jn 6:66 From that time many of His disciples went back
and walked with Him no more.

The difference in John the Baptist’s
message and the Gospel:
• John’s baptism was linked to repentance
• Christian baptism is linked to regeneration
• John’s baptism
dispensation

brought

a

change

in

• Christian baptism brings a change in disposition
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4. A perfect solution
Acts 18:26 … they took him aside and explained to him the way
of God more accurately.
19:5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus.

So, how close to salvation are you?
Acts 17:27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope
that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is
not far from each one of us;
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