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Faith is fragile …
pass with care

69-94% of youth have
abandoned the faith of their
parents by the time they
have
graduated
high
school.
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Josh McDowell:
“It’s not that they haven’t embraced
a version of Christianity; it’s simply
that the version they believe in is
not built on the true foundation of
what biblical Christianity is all
about. … The majority of our young
people
appear
neither
to
understand who the true God is nor
the true meaning of Christianity. It
is evident that the Church and
Christian families are failing to lead
them
into
a
transforming
experience with God.

They read from the same Bible,
talk of a personal relationship with
God, and say biblical truth is
important to their lives, but their
beliefs and behavior are not
consistent with what the Bible
identifies as a true follower of
Christ.”
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Barna Research Group, 2000:
When asked to estimate the
likelihood that they will continue
to participate in church life once
they are living on their own, only
approx. 1 in every 3 teens say
they will.
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Source: Already Gone, Ken Ham & Britt Beemer

At what age did you begin to really question
contents in Bible?
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If you don’t believe, when did you first
have doubts?

Source: Already Gone, Ken Ham & Britt Beemer
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Of those who often attended Sunday School,
which of these makes you question the
Bible the most?

1 Tim 6:20 O Timothy! Guard what was
committed to your trust, …
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2 Tim 1:5 when I call to remembrance the
genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in
your grandmother Lois and your mother
Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.

“I'm a Research Associate in the field of Child
Development and Human Relations.”
“I oversee a continuing program of research about
the changing behavioral habits of children as they
move from one stage of development to another
in the laboratory and in the field.”
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Does this make grandmothers “Senior Research
associates in the field of Child Development and
Human Relations”
Great grandmothers “Executive Senior Research
Associates”

“Parenting is hard only to the degree that parents
make it hard by failing to follow the simple
principles God sets forth. … the true measure of
success for Christian parents is the parents’ own
character.”
John MacArthur, Successful Christian Parenting
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2 Tim 1:5 when I call to remembrance the
genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in
your grandmother Lois and your mother
Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.

1. The reality of Timothy’s faith
“when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in
you,”

Unfeigned = negative, adjectival form of hupokrisis
which means “hypocrisy.”
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2. The roots of Timothy’s faith
“which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother
Eunice”
2 Tim 3:15 from childhood you have known the Holy
Scriptures
Ex 20:5-6 For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the
third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6but
showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and
keep My commandments. (Deut 7:9)

“The institution of grandmothers
is a marvelous invention of God,
an idea born of heaven for the
well-being of the human race.
The example of Lois shows us
that a grandmother ought to be
the kind of person who prepares
the hearts of her children and
her children’s children so that
genuine faith finds itself at home
in their hearts too.” John Phillips
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3. The “rootedness” of Timothy’s faith
“which dwelt”
Dwelt = to live in a place as one lives in a home
Faith felt right at home in Timothy’s mother and
grandmother.

4. The reliability of Timothy’s faith
“and I am persuaded is in you also”
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