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Weary warrior

Lately I've been winning battles left and right
But even winners can get wounded in the fight
People say that I'm amazing, strong beyond my years
But they don't see inside of me, I'm hiding all the tears
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They don't know that I go running home when I fall down
They don't know Who picks me up when no one is around
I drop my sword and cry for just a while
'Cause deep inside this armor, the warrior is a child

Unafraid because His armor is the best
But even soldiers need a quiet place to rest
People say that I'm amazing never face retreat
But they don't see the enemies that lay me at His feet
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They don't know that I go running home when I fall down
They don't know Who picks me up when no one is around
I drop my sword and cry for just a while
'Cause deep inside this armor, the warrior is a child

Moses
Num 11:11-15 So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have You
afflicted Your servant? And why have I not found favor in Your
sight, that You have laid the burden of all these people on me?
12Did I conceive all these people? Did I beget them, that You
should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a guardian
carries a nursing child,’ to the land which You swore to their
fathers? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all these people?
For they weep all over me, saying, ‘Give us meat, that we may
eat.’ 14I am not able to bear all these people alone, because the
burden is too heavy for me. 15If You treat me like this, please kill
me here and now – if I have found favor in Your sight – and do
not let me see my wretchedness!”
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Joshua
Josh 7:7 And Joshua said, “Alas, Lord God, why have You
brought this people over the Jordan at all—to deliver us into
the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us?

Elijah
1 Kings 19:4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a broom tree.
And he prayed that he might die, and said, “It is enough!
Now, Lord, take my life, for I am no better than my fathers!”

Jeremiah is known as “the weeping prophet”
Jesus is known as a “man of sorrows” (Is 53:3)
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Charles Spurgeon
“The Minister’s Fainting Fits”
“[G]ood men are promised
tribulation in this world, and
ministers may expect a larger
share than others, that they may
learn sympathy with the Lord’s
suffering people, and so may be
fitting shepherds of an ailing
flock.”

Acts 18:1-16 After these things Paul departed from Athens and
went to Corinth. 2And he found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in
Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla
(because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart from
Rome); and he came to them. 3So, because he was of the same
trade, he stayed with them and worked; for by occupation they
were tentmakers. 4And he reasoned in the synagogue every
Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks. 5When Silas and
Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was compelled by the
Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ. 6But when
they opposed him and blasphemed, he shook his garments and
said to them, “Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean.
From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 7And he departed from there
and entered the house of a certain man named Justus, one who
worshiped God, whose house was next door to the synagogue.
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8Then

Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all
his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and
were baptized. 9Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision,
“Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent; 10for I am with
you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in
this city.” 11And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the
word of God among them. 12When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the
Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and brought him to the
judgment seat, 13saying, “This fellow persuades men to worship God
contrary to the law.” 14And when Paul was about to open his mouth,
Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing or wicked
crimes, O Jews, there would be reason why I should bear with you.
15But if it is a question of words and names and your own law, look to it
yourselves; for I do not want to be a judge of such matters.” 16And he
drove them from the judgment seat.

“The combination of only
limited success at Athens,
loneliness,
and
the
prospect of facing this city,
with its commerce and vice,
accounts for the weakness
and fear that gripped the
apostle as he arrived to
begin his work.”
Everett F. Harrison
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Paul was no stranger to difficulty
and weariness
1 Cor 2:3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much
trembling.
2 Cor 7:5 For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, our
bodies had no rest, but we were troubled on every side.
Outside were conflicts, inside were fears.
2 Cor 10:10 his bodily presence is weak, and his speech
contemptible.”

2 Cor 11:23-29 in labors more abundant, in stripes above
measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 24From the
Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 25Three times I
was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was
shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26in
journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of
my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in
perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false
brethren; 27in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness – 28besides the
other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all
the churches. 29Who is weak, and I am not weak?
2 Tim 4:16-18 At my first defense no one stood with me, but all
forsook me.
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1. Paul was renewed by friendship
(Acts 18:1-5)

• Aquila and Priscilla, Romans, befriended Paul
and partnered with him
• Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia and
their company encouraged Paul

2 Cor 7:6-7 Nevertheless God, who comforts the downcast,
comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7and not only by his coming,
but also by the consolation with which he was comforted in you,
when he told us of your earnest desire, your mourning, your zeal
for me, so that I rejoiced even more.
1 Thess 3:6-7 But now that Timothy has come to us from you,
and brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you
always have good remembrance of us, greatly desiring to see us,
as we also to see you – 7therefore, brethren, in all our affliction
and distress we were comforted concerning you by your faith.
8For now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord.
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2. Paul was renewed by focus
Acts 18:6-7 Paul shook his garments and said to them,
“Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean. From
now on I will go to the Gentiles.”
• Mt 27:25 – “His blood be on us and on our children.”
• Mt 7:6 – we should not cast pearls to pigs
• Lk 9:5, Acts 13:51 – we should “shake off the dust” and
leave those who will not believe on their own

3. Paul was renewed by fruit
Acts 18:8 … And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed
and were baptized.
Jn 15:5,8 He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much
fruit; … 8By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much
fruit;
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4. Paul was renewed by faith
Acts 18:9-11 “Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep
silent; 10for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt
you; for I have many people in this city.”
1 Cor 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,
4who comforts us in all our tribulation,
Heb 4:15 He is touched with the feelings of our infirmities
Rom 8:31 if God is for us, who can be against us

Josh 1:5,9 No man shall be

able to stand before you all
the days of your life; as I
was with Moses, so I will be
with you. I will not leave you
nor forsake you. … 9Be
strong and of good courage;
do not be afraid, nor be
dismayed, for the Lord your
God is with you wherever
you go.”
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2 Tim 4:17-18 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened
me, so that the message might be preached fully through
me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. Also I was
delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 18And the Lord will
deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His
heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever.
Amen!

5. Paul was renewed by foiled enemies
(Acts 18:12-16)
Gen 50:20 … you meant evil against me; but God meant it
for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save
many people alive.
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Is 40:29,31 He gives power to the weak, and to those who have
no might He increases strength. 30Even the youths shall faint and
be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall, 31But those who
wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall
walk and not faint.
Mt 28:20 … and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the
age.”
Gal 6:9, Heb 12:3 do not grow weary in doing well
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