FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 14, 2021
9:30 am
Divine Service Setting Three

Care Card

For Our Guests

Attendance & Communion

St. Luke Lutheran Church

St. Luke Lutheran Church
Today's Date:_________________________________

WELCOME! It is our privilege to share with you the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Please introduce yourself to our
members and to the pastor.

Last Name:___________________________________

Today Date:__________________________________

First names of those in Worship today:
(Place an  if attending Holy Communion.)
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Since Holy Communion expresses unity of belief and
practice as Christ joins us to Himself, and joins us to each
other in His real Body and His real Blood -- all who are
not confirmed members of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod are asked to speak to the pastor before taking Holy
Communion.

Name:_______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
____________________________________________
Phone #______________________________________
E-mail:______________________________________
Member of ____________________________ Church
Please check all that apply:
Interested in Church membership at St. Luke
Interested in Sunday School or Bible Classes
Please have a pastor call me

Do we have your e-mail?_________________________
&

PRAYER REQUEST

Current Phone Number? __________________________________

Please fill out and place this Care Card in the box
outside the entrances to the sanctuary.

Prayers will be offered for three weeks unless you request otherwise.
Note: please make sure the person(s) for whom you are requesting prayer is
aware of your request.
Request by:______________________________________________________
My Prayer Request is:______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Please complete and place in the box outside the entrances to the sanctuary.

PRAYERS FOR WORSHIP
On entering a church
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your
tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name;
through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.
Before worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly
pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe
in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for His sake.
After worship
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for
my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You for this undeserved grace and
ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Before confession and absolution
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your mercy You
sent Your dear Son, my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation.
Grant me a true confession that, dead to sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me
Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true and godly life in Your service; through Jesus
Christ, my Lord.
Before communing
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood.
Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my souls and to
the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy
Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with
Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
For blessing on the Word
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and peace to convert
those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving faith. May Your Word pass from
the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your
Word may achieve the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.

Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/Sit
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Stand

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 27:3–5; antiphon: v. 1

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?*
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid?
Though an army encamp against me, my heart | shall not fear;*
though war arise against me, yet I will be | confident.
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | after:*
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to
inquire in his | temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;*
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high up- | on a rock.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?*
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid?

Kyrie

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we
may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Numbers 21:4–9
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people
became impatient on the way. 5And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.”
6
Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died.
7
And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you.
Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said
to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9So
Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent
and live.
4

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,*
the founder and perfecter | of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,*
and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

Hebrews 12:2

Epistle

Ephesians 2:1–10
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3among
whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were
by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love
with which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace
you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
7
so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not
a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
1

2

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Holy Gospel

John 3:14–21

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.

[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment:
the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were
evil. 20For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should
be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have
been carried out in God.”
14

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit

Hymn of the Day – 543 What Wondrous Love Is This

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Offertory

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and
gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Sit

Distribution Hymn– 543 What Wondrous Love Is This
Stand

Handbells

Nunc Dimittis

Thanksgiving

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benedicamus

Benediction

Closing Hymn – 422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image

Text and tune: Public domain

News & Notes
HOLY WEEK SERVICE SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday – 9:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday – 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday – 1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday – 9:30 a.m.
EASTER CARD PROJECT
Bring a smile to a shut-in or homebound member by sending them an Easter card! Address labels & cards
can be found on the counter in the church office.
WEDNESDAY MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES – 7:00 P.M.
This year’s Wednesday midweek Lenten services will be at 7:00 p.m. both in-person and
on Facebook Live. The theme for this year’s services is “Return to the Lord” (Joel 2:13).
Booklets for your daily devotions are on tables around the narthex and entrances. Also
available for families with children are Lenten Family Calendars. Please note – there will
be no Wednesday morning devotion during Lent.
2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
The 2020 contributions statements are available for pick up. They are located in a box on the counter near
the church library.
LCMS WEEKLY MEMORY VERSE CHALLENGE
A great way to memorize the Bible - verse by verse.
Go to www.lcms.org/worship/memory-verse-challenge to find out each week’s verse.
IN-PERSON WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Sunday, March 7, 2021 – 102
FACEBOOK LIVESTREAM VIEWS (remember, one view can be an entire family)
Sunday, March 7, 2021 – 141 views
3-7-2021 OFFERINGS
Plate & Envelopes................................................................................................................ $7,498.00
Other ...................................................................................................................................... $958.00
Dedicated ............................................................................................................................... $792.00
Total Receipts ...................................................................................................................... $9,248.00
ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS: Dale & MaryPat Teschler – in honor of their 44th wedding anniversary; Barb
Polehna – in loving memory of Eleanor Polehna.
FIND US ON FACEBOOK AT: www.facebook.com/stlukemi
ST. LUKE YOUTUBE CHANNEL: St. Luke Lutheran Church Clinton Township
ST. LUKE WEBSITE: www.stlukemi.org
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