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 Each day of Holy Week has been appointed 
a festival day by Christians since the earliest 
times. Psalms, hymns and sermon themes are 
selected to refresh us in the profound truths of 
Jesus’ obedience and suffering during that 
week. The purpose is to refresh us in the joys of 
our redemption; He obeyed and suffered for us 
and for our salvation.  
 Though the mood is dark and heavy in view 
of Jesus’ death on the cross, there is an under-
current of increasing joy which anticipates the 
celebration of The Resurrection of Our Lord. 
That day greets us with the joyous words “He is 
risen” - joyous because “he 
was raised for our justifica-
tion.” Holy Week prepares us 
for that joyous celebration. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews 
captures the mood of the 
Passion season perfectly. 
Those words urge us to look 
“to Jesus… who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross.” (Hebrews 12:2) 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 Also known as “Holy Thursday,” is the Thurs-
day of Holy Week one day before Good Friday 
(the Friday before Easter). Maundy Thursday is 
the name given to the day on which Jesus cele-
brated the Passover with His disciples, known as 
the Last Supper.  The word Maundy is derived 
from the Latin word for “command.”  The 
“Maundy” in “Maundy Thursday” refers to the 
command Jesus gave to the disciples at the Last 
Supper, that they should love and serve one an-
other.  
 After the Eucharist is celebrated it is custom-
ary to "strip the altar," which symbolizes the 
abandonment of Jesus by his disciples and the 
stripping of Jesus by the soldiers before his cru-

cifixion. It represents the humiliation of Jesus 
and the consequences of sin as a preparation 
for the celebration of new life. In many congre-
gations Psalm 22 is read or sung while the para-
ments are being removed.  The service begins at 
7:00pm. 

GOOD FRIDAY 
 There are two services celebrated on this 
day—our first service is at 1:00pm.  This service 
centers around the passion readings in the Gos-
pel of John.  
 Tenebrae (Latin for "shadows" or 
"darkness") is held the evening of Good Friday 

and includes the gradual dimming 
of the lights and extinguishing of 
candles. The Christ candle is re-
moved from the sanctuary and a 
concluding "Strepitus" or loud 
noise (slamming shut the Bible) 
symbolizes the earthquake and 
agony of creation at the death of 

Christ.  St. Luke will celebrate the Tenebrae Ser-
vice at 7:00pm on Good Friday. 

HOLY SATURDAY 
 On this day the Church has historically wel-
comed new people to the faith through baptism 
and confirmation.  The dark night of Holy Satur-
day gives way to the bright morning of Christ's 
resurrection and this has been a symbolic mo-
ment rich in imagery and meaning for the newly 
baptized and confirmed.  You might say that the 
whole life of the baptized is a life of waiting, of 
joyful expectation not complete until we close 
our eyes this side of glory and awaken them to 
see Jesus face to face.  Easter is not a surprise 
ending for us but an ending we know and for 
which we hope.  The worship service begins at 
8:00pm.  



 

  

PASTOR’S CORNER… 
“For I know that my Redeemer 

lives, and at the last he will  
stand upon the earth. 

And after my skin has been thus 
destroyed, yet in my flesh  

I shall see God,.” 
Job 19:25-26 

  

 The Lenten season lingers on.  For forty 
days we ponder the passion of Christ.  It’s 
not a long time by human standards, but 
we must consider this was an eternal plan.   

 God knew the circumstances of His crea-
tion.  Adam and Eve were created to serve 
God willingly to His great glory.  But they 
blew it!  They thought to serve them-
selves—to their own doom. Self got in the 
way. 

 In society today, we glorify the self-
confident.  We decry the spineless ones.  
Yet, we need to realize that our true back-
bone is Jesus Christ.  Our existence was 
known from eternity; our being known in 
the womb.  Does God care?  Yes, He cared 
from eternity.  That’s why Christ came. 

 God knew our plight.  No matter how 
much we believed we could save ourselves, 
He knew we could not.  His Son took on our 
human flesh and became the sacrifice that 
paid our redemption price.   

 Lent is the time for us to be reminded 
how desperate our need is and to pay hom-
age to the One who satisfied it all for us.  
This cross was suffered for you!  Believe it.  
Lent is all about you! 

 
God’s peace, 
Pastor Hinz 

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH 

Pat Gruninger 3/13 

Eugene Ellena 3/23 

Meet the St. Luke Quilters... 

 Since before anyone can remember the quilters 
have been making quilts at St. Luke. Currently 6-8 
women meet to assemble quilts for  Lutheran 
World Relief to distribute around the world.  The 
quilters make over 150 quilts each year, although 
last year they made 200 quilts. 
 They meet every third Tuesday of the month in 
the Social Hall.  New members are always wel-
come!  There are also quilt top kits available in the 
Narthex near the Social Hall which can be taken 
home to be sewn together and returned.  Each kit 
has squares of fabric already cut and instructions 
on how to assemble them. 

L-R: Helen Helzer, Carey Furest, Shirley Borchardt, 

 Barb Stire, Mary Ellen Samoray 

2017 Blessing of the Quilts 


