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March 20, 2020 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

I’m writing to you in the midst of a worldwide emergency due to the growing coronavirus epidemic. While the world 

around is stricken by fear and uncertainty, we take comfort in knowing that Christ is on the throne and our life is 

hidden with Christ in God (Col 3:1-4). We believe that the house that is built on the solid rock will not fall, no matter 

how heavy the rain falls or how many waves crash against it (Matthew 7:24-27). We are members of Christ’s church, 

which is built on this rock and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18). We find hope and strength 

in his precious promises: 
 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 
36 As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered." 37 No, in all these things 

we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 

nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:35-39) 

 

In light of the growing emergency, our elders and deacons have made several difficult decisions regarding how we will 

respond as a congregation: 

 

1. This week, Governor Murphy took steps to slow the spread of the coronavirus that included prohibiting 

groups of more than 50 to gather. As a result of these orders, and out of a desire love our neighbor by 

protecting the health of our congregation and others, the session has canceled all Lord’s Day services on March 

22 and March 29, 2020. Starting next week, the congregation will receive a communication every Friday with 

decisions about worship services for the next two Sundays. 

2. For this Sunday, March 22, 2020, we will distribute recordings of hymns and sermons and give guidance to 

each household for family worship in their own home. 

3. Lord willing, beginning on Sunday, March 29, 2020, we will livestream the morning and evening worship 

services to members of Church of the Covenant. Please pray for Phil Wetzel, Jason Frentsos, and Jamie Learn, 

who are working on the technical aspects to make this possible. 

4. In lieu of our regular small groups and other mid-week gatherings, we encourage members to connect with 

each other regularly by means of telephone or video conferencing. Although we cannot gather in person, we 

want to encourage one another and build each other up by sharing our praises, needs, and prayers together. 

Let’s be especially diligent in reaching out to our elderly and shut-in members who will be particularly isolated 

during this time. 

5. If you have any needs during this time, please be quick to contact your elder or deacon of oversight. 

6. We encourage you to continue setting aside your tithes and offerings every Lord's Day, with great gratitude, 

especially in this season. Though Providence has prevented us from bringing them joyfully during corporate 

worship, we should be careful to keep our kingdom work supported. Offerings can be mailed to the church 

office. Also, should any difficult situations arise in your employment, or have any other economic needs in this 
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time of uncertainty, please reach out to your deacon. We have been blessed to be prepared “for such a time as 

this,” and our Father will always provide what we need. 

 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But 

rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. (1Pe 4:12-13) 

 

For Christ, His Kingdom, and the Session, 

 

 

Rev. Jim Jordan 

Moderator of Session 

Church of the Covenant OPC 

 

 

 

 
OTHER HIGHLIGHTS from the March 19, 2020 trustee meeting. Thank you for your prayers on our 

behalf. The men had prayer for the congregation and the shut-ins, the bereaved, the unemployed and those 

with financial or health concerns. Communications were received and discussed. 

* The February 2020 treasurer’s report was received, with much thanks to Ron DeBlock for all his faithful 

labors in this regard. 

* It was agreed that two overruns ($6 for music license and $1,111.11 for hymnals) will be covered from the 

contingency fund. 

Please be in prayer for the work of the trustees. The next meeting of the trustees is June 18, 2020. Thank 

you for your prayers. 


