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Opening Dialogue 
This season of Advent confronts many of our emotions. 

Sometimes we are terrified and overwhelmed with fear. 

“Do not be afraid. Your prayer has been heard.” 

Joy and gladness will come to us. 

The Holy Spirit will fill our hearts. 

And we will all share tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

Greeting and Prayer 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

O God who brings comfort and joy, when fear overwhelms us and we cannot see a 

way out, speak to our fear. Calm our troubled hearts and provide peace in our 

fearful world. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

Gospel 
Luke 1:5-20 

 

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 

belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and 

her name was Elizabeth. 6Both of them were righteous before God, living 

blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7But 

they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in 

years. 



8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 9he 

was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the 

sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10
Now at the time of the incense-offering, 

the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11
Then there appeared to 

him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12
When 

Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13
But the angel 

said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife 

Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 14
You will have joy and 

gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15
for he will be great in the sight of the 

Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be 

filled with the Holy Spirit. 16
He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord 

their God. 17
With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the 

hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 

righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ 18
Zechariah said to the 

angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting 

on in years.’ 19
The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and 

I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20
But now, 

because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will 

become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’ 

Music 
A setting of Freu dich Sehr, o meine Seele (“Comfort Ye My People”) 

Norwegian Composer: Egil Hovland (1924-2013) 

Organist:  Vincent Ryan '94, M'95, 

Minister of Music at Advent Lutheran Church in Harleysville, PA.  

 

 

Musician Biography: 
Mr. Ryan has performed with the Gospel Choir from the Castle Church 

in Wittenberg, Germany, where Martin Luther 

is believed to have posted his 95 Theses. 

As part of the Castle Church's 500th anniversary of the Reformation, 

he was invited to perform in the festival celebration of the installation 

of the Chancel organ, built by Alexander Schuke Orgelbau of Potsdam. 

Vincent is married to Carrie Faulhaber Ryan. ’95. 

The Ryans have three sons--Vincent, Luke, and Garrett. 
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