
The Advent Wreath 

One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter 

candle-lighting in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in 

the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, 

the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ 

reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the 

progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath is 

embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and the 

congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many homes, the family gathers for prayers 

around the wreath. 

  

First Week of Advent 

Week 1: Hope   Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

Use this blessing when lighting the first candle. 

Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into implements of 

planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far 

gone and that your day of salvation is dawning. 

As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, 

empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace. 

O house of Jacob, come, 

let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 
  

Second Week of Advent 

Week 2: Preparation Isaiah 40:3-5 

Use this blessing when lighting the first two candles. 

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse 

who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will 

stand as a signal of hope for all people. 

As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to 

live in justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, 

the hope of all nations. 

O people of hope, come, 

let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 
  

Third Week of Advent 

Week 3: Joy/Peace  Matthew 2:10-11 

Use this blessing when lighting three candles. 

Blessed are you, God of might and majesty, for you promise to make the desert rejoice and 

blossom, to watch over the strangers, and to set the prisoners free. 

As we light these candles, satisfy our hunger with your good gifts, open our eyes to the great 

things you have done for us, and fill us with patience until the coming of the Lord Jesus. 

O ransomed people of the Lord, come, 



let us travel on God’s holy way 

and enter into Zion with singing. Amen. 
  

Fourth Week of Advent 

Week 4: Love  John 3:16-19 

Use this blessing when lighting all four candles. 

Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel, who brought your 

presence among us; and you promise through your Son Jesus to save us from our sin. 

As we light these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken by 

your prophets; restore us and give us life that we may be saved. 

O house of David, come, 

let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, 

comes to be with us. Amen. 

 

Christmas 

Christmas eve (The Christ candle) John 1:14 
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