


THE DIFFICULTY OF BELIEF
JOHN 6:59-71





Jesus Says Difficult Stuff
Jesus tells Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac

Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

Genesis 22:2
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, 
concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead. Hebrews 11:17, 19



Jesus Says Difficult Stuff
Jesus says a disciple must…

Hate father, mother, spouse, children, brothers, sisters, and self
(Luke 14:26)

Deny self and carry a cross daily (Luke 9:23)
Must forsake all that he has (Luke 14:23)
Let the dead bury the dead (Matthew 8:22)
Put himself last (Matthew 20:16)
Love our enemies, pray for those who use you and persecute you 
(Matthew 5:44)
Make disciples (Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:14-16, Luke 24:46-
49, John 20:19-23)



The Necessity of Belief
The only difference between a Christian and a non 
Christian is belief

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should 
boast. Ephesians 2:8-9

Belief in Jesus always leads to a changed life
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 
them. Ephesians 2:10
But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me 
your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works. James 2:18



When Jesus and I Disagree
Option 1: Repentance

Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give 
half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from 
anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.”

Luke 19:8

Option 2: Rejection
Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow Me.” But when the young man heard that 
saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

Matthew 19:21-22




