A LIFE SPENT FOLLOWING CHRIST

Serving God in Difficult Circumstances
Ephesians 6:5-9

Your worth and purpose are
based in Christ regardless of
your current circumstances.

Is the Bible Pro-Slavery?
• The Bible forbids the European style of slavery
• Knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and
insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers
of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites, for
kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to
sound doctrine.
1 Timothy 1:9-10
• The Bible teaches all people are of equal worth
• So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it.
Genesis 1:27-28

Know Who You Are
• If you are a Christian, you are a child of the King
• For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit
of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears witness with
our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs-heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ.
Romans 8:15-17
• You are not defined by your wealth
• When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them,
“Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the
whole world, and loses his own soul?
Mark 8:34-36

Serve Jesus Everywhere & Always
• Be humble as Jesus was humble
• You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an
example, that you should do as I have done to you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant
is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. If you
know these things, blessed are you if you do them.
John 13:13-17
• Pray for strength to serve God in difficult circumstances
• Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this
purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came from heaven,
saying, “I have both glorified it and will glorify it again.”
John 12:27-28

God is Master of All
• Do not forget the Great Commandment
• Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” Jesus said to him, “‘You shall

love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets.”
Matthew 22:37-40

• Don’t let your circumstances dictate your choices
• But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.

Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a
Master in heaven.
Colossians 3:25-4:1

Your worth and purpose are
based in Christ regardless of
your current circumstances.

