A LIFE SPENT FOLLOWING CHRIST

The Family of God
Ephesians 3:14-21

The church is God’s family and is
designed to strengthen believers through
the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Church is a Family
• The church is not like a family, the church is family
• Then one said to Him, “Look, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside,
seeking to speak with You.” But He answered and said to the one who told Him, “Who is
My mother and who are My brothers?” And He stretched out His hand toward His
disciples and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers!
Matthew 12:47-49
• The church is family when our biological family fails
• Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple
whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” Then He
said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to
his own home.
John 19:25-27

The Spirit Empowers the Church
• The Spirit powers the church
• You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.
Acts 1:8

• The Spirit functions within the teachings of Scripture
• I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He,
the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His
own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.
He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.
John 16:12-14

The Church Grows Together
• Church growth must be personal and in community
• You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that
you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will
be able to teach others also.
2 Timothy 2:1-2
• Church growth will only come through love
• But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—
Christ— from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.
Ephesians 4:15-16

The church is God’s family and is
designed to strengthen believers through
the power of the Holy Spirit.

