Christmas is just a few days away! That means there
are only two Sundays left for you to be faithful to the Lord before the day we celebrate His birth. Perhaps by now you have
placed decorations in your home for Christmas. One of the
decorations that is common for this season is a Christmas tree.
Christmas trees have not always been a part of the celebration
of Christmas. I do not remember a tree in the manger scene
nor do I believe one graced the living room of Mary and Joseph.
The Christmas tree came to the Christmas celebration
in the mid 1600s. It was a custom developed in Germany. The
trees of that day were not the floor to ceiling giants so common
today. They were small and placed on a table. Prince Albert
of Germany brought the tradition to England where he and the
royal family were depicted in a magazine admiring such a tree.
That artist’s rendering made it to the states where it was altered to make the royal family look like regular American citizens. Not to be left out of a stirring fad, everyone soon sought
a Christmas tree.
The tree is always to be an evergreen to symbolize the
eternal life found in Jesus. It is decorated to show the hope
and joy found only through the Savior’s sacrifice . Striped
candy canes were often hung from its branches showing the
blood that Jesus shed to wash us white as snow. Lights were
added. They were candles at first. This was kind of dangerous but it pointed to Jesus, the light of the world. Today we
use electric lights which are much safer but still point to the
same Savior.
Just as the Christmas tree tradition has spread to most
of our homes, we should spread the good news of Jesus who
came to save us from our sins. In sharing the Gospel we point
others to everlasting life. That’s why we have a Christmas
tree.
Trimming the Tree,

Make sure to join us on Wednesdays at 7:00!
Make sure to bring your friends! Sign up for
Deeper 2020! More info in youth room!
Make sure to reach out to others!

INVITE INVITE INVITE!!!

She will give birth to a son, and you are to name
him Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins. Matthew 1:21
We still have so much to celebrate this year and every
day we get to live! The Christmas story brings us joy,
happiness and a reminder of God’s love for us. Jesus
is the true meaning of Christmas and knowing Him
brings us more joy in how we live our lives.

In Memory of
A gift was given in memory of Carole Hethcox and
William Bennett by Eke and Sherry Brown.
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