
 The West is burning! Wildfires are destroying  

lives and property across our western states. A few 

years ago Becky and I were in Arizona when wildfires 

were raging. Though most of those fires were in New 

Mexico we had trouble breathing because of the smoke.  

This is a large part of the present problem on the west 

coast. Researchers at UC Berkeley  have determined 

that breathing the current air in San Francisco is like 

smoking 11 cigarettes, a little over half a pack. The 

health risks are great and have spread as far north as 

Vancouver. This means while the wildfires are destroy-

ing forests, houses, and lives, the smoke is causing res-

piratory difficulties thousands of miles away. At least 

part of the current fires were started at a gender reveal 

party. A spark from a smoke bomb ignited the dry brush  

starting the fire.                          

 It is amazing how great a damage can come from 

a little spark. The Bible warns us about how we use our 

words. “See how great a forest a little fire kindles! The 

tongue is a fire , a world of iniquity.” (James 3:5-6) 

One wrong word can ignite a sinful blaze which can 

hurt lives and destroy relationships. We must learn to be 

careful about what we say. Our words should be used to 

lift up others toward Jesus. Speak so that others are en-

couraged and not depressed. Make it your aim to leave 

each person a little closer to our Lord. At the very mo-

ment you know the wrong thing has left your lips leap to 

apologize. Follow God’s advice to “be swift to hear, 

slow to speak and slow to wrath.” (James 1:19) You will 

not always be perfect in your speech but such perfection 

should be our aim. By seeking to follow Jesus in how we 

use our speech , we can avoid starting a wildfire of de-

struction. We can spread the calming news of His great 

love.          

                          Watching my words, 

 

 

 



Then he said to them all, “If anyone wants to fol-

low after me, let him deny himself, take up his 

cross daily, and follow me.  Luke 9:23 

Everyday is a new day to live for Jesus, but it also 

means new temptations that the Devil uses to distract 

us.  We have a choice to follow Jesus or sin and it be-

gins when we wake up.  When we follow Jesus we 

have to continually deny ourselves to sin and remind 

ourselves of who we serve.   

- Jake  

Sunday, September 20th 

Great Things 

Who You Say I Am 

Grace Greater than our Sin 

Make sure to join us on 

Wednesdays at 7:00! 

Make sure to bring your 

friends!  

INVITE INVITE  INVITE!  

God is going to contin-

ue to work and in our 

youth group! We are 

continuing to Grow in 

numbers week by week! 

    Budget Needs………………………....... $ 10,486.00 

     Budget Offering 9/6.………..............  ....$    9,400.67 

     Vision Offering………………...………..$   1,760.00 

Ministry Reminder 

 

   


