
 We are approaching Memorial Day weekend. In 1865, Henry 

Welles, a druggist in the village of Waterloo, NY, mentioned at a social 

gathering that honor should be shown to the patriotic dead of the Civil 

War by decorating their graves. In the Spring of 1866, he again men-

tioned this subject to General John Murray, Seneca County Clerk. Gen-

eral Murray embraced the idea and a committee was formulated to 

plan a day devoted to honoring the dead. Townspeople adopted the 

idea wholeheartedly. Wreaths, crosses and bouquets were made for 

each veteran's grave. The village was decorated with flags at half-mast 

and draped with evergreen boughs and mourning black streamers. 

 On May 5, 1866, civic societies joined the procession to the 

three existing cemeteries and were led by veterans marching to mar-

tial music. At each cemetery there were impressive and lengthy ser-

vices including speeches by General Murray and a local clergyman. The 

ceremonies were repeated on May 5, 1867.   

 While General Murray and New York gets the credit, we in 

the South know that Memorial Day sprang from the tradition of South-

ern ladies decorating the graves of Confederate soldiers. When one 

such lady was told she was decorating a Yankee grave, she responded 

that somewhere there was a mother weeping over this poor boy. So 

the ladies decorated all the graves regardless of the side upon which 

the dead had fought.   

 The first official recognition of Memorial Day as such was is-

sued by General John Logan, first commander of the Grand Army of 

the Republic. This was General Order #11 establishing "Decoration 

Day" as it was then known. The date of the order was May 5, 1868, 

exactly two years after Waterloo's first observance. That year Water-

loo joined other communities in the nation by having their ceremony 

on May 30. Since May 5th, 1866, America has set aside a day of re-

membrance for her war dead. There has been hundreds of thousands 

of Battle Deaths in all wars since the War Between the States. It is not 

merely about the dead … but those who were left behind … wives who 

lost husbands … sons and daughters who lost parents … It is about 

remembering the tremendous sacrifices paid by all! Sacrifices paid so 

we might be free. Sacrifices which remind us of Jesus.  

              Remembering the sacrifices, 

 

 



 
Haven’t I commanded you: be strong and coura-

geous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the 

Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”                                          

Joshua 1:9  

The same message Joshua gave to the people of Is-

rael is still true for us today: God is always with us.  

He hears our prayers and knows our hearts.  He 

may be walking with us or carrying us through a 

difficult time of life.  God never leaves His children 

because He wants us to be with Him every step of 

the way.  When life gets hard, know you’re never 

alone.   

- Jake 

Sunday, May 24th 

Cornerstone 

To God be the Glory 

America, the Beautiful  

 

Youth services on 

Wednesdays @7:00! 

It is going to be a lot 

of fun!  

We can’t wait to see 

you there!  

Follow our Insta-

gram @northside.baptist.students!  

 

Anonymous gifts were received in memory 

of  Jeanette Ruiz,  Lewis Dalton and Bill 

Smith.  

Budget Needs…………………$10,486.00 

Budget Offering 5/10…………$13,288.36 

Vision Receipts……………….$  2,365.00 

  
 


